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Then, just like the Samaritan wonian
with thotights flot yet lifted above earth-
ly things,,, Christ's hearers entreat, "Lord,
evermore give us this b"-ad." And
now, iust as in the former case, the im-
ârgery, the metaphori cal speech, falis away
fromn the discourse. and the real purport
of Christ's teachinz begins to be laid
bare. "1 arn the bread of life," says
Jesu: "he that cometh unto me shail
neyer hunger; and hc that belie,ý eth on
me shall never thirst." liere then. is
the way in which we are to est the bread
and drink the water of' life. To corne
uoto Jesus with earnest faith-this makes
real our spiritual life ; this is what the
Spirit takes of Christ and shows uinto
us. But flot every coming, to .Jesus is a
eoming which shall find bloo 1. These
mien had followed himn witn haste over
d!ie sea of Galilee, but they met with His
rebuke, for their zeal was shown only in
desire for food for their bodies. And
this rebuke of [lis, He now expiains to
«them ; IlI said unto you, that ye also
bave seen me and be!ieve not." Yet this
belief it is whîich shall g-ive to a mani that
bread whichî shall corne down firom heaven,
that he may eat thereof and flot die.
Even while in this world IL, througyh
thi,, spiritual susteriarice, this meat to eat
'which others know noe of, becomes s0
sure of the resurrection, s.-1 sirong in the
support which supplies Wi'c eternal, that.
death is conquered alrcady. and ai fear
thereof is swallowed up in victory. Thus
bas the Lord spiritualised for us eery
eraving, of hunger and thirst, made
every ment a sacrament, and converted
our bodily needs loto, a constant sermon.
The desire for sustenance for the soul is
tô be welcomed as much as is healthy
longingo for the food of the body, and the
Lord's lesson is that the satisfaction of
ffhat desire shail, through the constant

nim. tratior. of the Holy Ghost, be F. ver-
iyof which each of' us shall feel assur-
e.We shall eat and shail flot dJe.
IL We bave seen how, un&er this

figurative language, Chriist spake Il of the

Spirit, which thiey that believr' on Hlir
shotild rcve"and we are very familiar
with the way in which H-e desc:-ibe-9
spiritual communion with I-imself in the
Lord's Supper un(ler th like figure. th
the continuation of [lis dis1course in the
synagogue ut Capernaurn, He alludes by
anticipation to that ordinance, and ai-
though the oatward signs of that hioly
sacrament are not met:iioned ini this di-
course, yet sorne portion-; of the langî''ge
here used seemn to throw higrht on the
brief' expressi4ons whuioh occur in the nar-
rativep of its institution. Orîly at this
carlier stage of Christ's teacbing provi-
sion is not made for the enj3yment of
this second mode of spiritual sustenance,
any more tlîan for the :ne aiready
spoken of, "lbecause that Jesus wa-, not
yet glorified." But even here lie says,
"lthe br3ad that 1 will give is my fiesh,
which 1 will give for the life of the
world." Since the means of enjoying
thîs gracious grift were vDot appoirited
until the night of the Lord's betrayal, it
is clear that the givingr of Hlis ficsh fer
the hif0 of the Nvorld, must he affer ais
death. Whcn Bis sacrifice bas been
completed, then that fiesh shaîl in somne
wîse be the true fife of mankind for dil
time to corne. And ne explains te us
here how this shahl be. "lAs the living
Father hath sent me, and I live by the
Fa»,her; so he that eateth me, even he
shaîl live by me." nere we have Christ's
own parallel between nimself and others
who shaîl be Bis bretbren. ne live.q
by the Father, believers, shail live, by
uima. And the eating, of Christ's fiesh
by thera is compared to the action of
Jesus in Comin" into the world at the
sending of' the Father. This mission
the Lord, ln another place (John iv. 34),
declares to have been a work of obe-'
ience under the very figure whîich we
are now discussiug: "lMy mneat is to do
the will of Him that sent me, and to fin-
ish nis work." Thus the two sides bar-
inonize corupletely. The sustenance of
Jesus is to obey the will of God, the


