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jects thus introduced. Dr. Ed. de Pressense-
pointed out the provailing characteristies of in-
fidelity. Dr. Hoedemaker, Amstenlam, that
in Holland the National Reformed Church was
just recovesing from the long sickne: s of Ratioa-
alism. Thev had had infidelity in the Charch
and amony the people, which had rested upon
them as an incubuc: but now they could look
back upon what it had heen and could fort ty
their brethren in other lands and say : —**Don’t
be too much afraid of 1t, God will make it inte
a blessing sfterall.”  Sir . Moncrictt thought
the papers which bad been read proved that
there were abmmdunt resources within the Pres-
byterian Churches for inecting modern intidelity
on its own ground. Dr. Waneemann, Berlin,
after referring to the sceptical tone of news-
pers, magazines, and scientific wesociations in
is native countiy, said that, in view of thic
state of matters, it was to be deplored that the
Christ:an Charch had almost entirely abandon-
ed scientific rerearch in the physical world.
Something, he urged, mast be done in this di-
rection. There was much greater need for
Christian investigators of the book of nature
than for theologians.  Professor Flint, Edin-
burgh, sct forth what he thought should be the
attitude of the Church towards nnbelicf.  Pro-
fessor Caitns, Edinburgh, said the grand source
of anbelicf was moral and spiritual.  Man
could not remove it; argument could not re-
move it; ¢ven example could not remove ot
they must o back to praver.
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE

was the sabject of the first paper at the after-
noon session, introduced by M. Theodere
Monod, Paris.  Spiritual life, he ra1d, was not
a question, but the question of Christendom.
The whole of Christendom would be of less uso
without spiritusl life than the huge skeletos of
the whale hanging from the ceiling of the In-
dustrial Muscam. Spiritual life was a neces-
sary result to a correct inteliectual conception ;
but holiness did net follow orthodoxy as a
matter of course. It was one thing to hold the
truth ; another thing to be held and governed
by the truth.

Dr. Andrew Thomson, Edinburgh, read a
puper cutitled

““THE BARBATH A HELP.”

While be was afraid the Sabbath was not so
well observed now as it was many years sgo,
still, looking along the lines of Christendom, it
isnglcas’mg to notice at various pc nts measares
and moverments whose intention wus to preserve
the day of rest, and-recover it where it had been
vearly or wholly lost. The advantages of the
|8abbath rest were then ably pointed out.
Y INTEMPERANCE IN THE UNITED STATES™

was the suhbject of a letter nextread by Dr.
.vane, Allegheny, in which he said that on
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the o*hier side of the Atlantic intemperance was
uot correlated »s itshou.d be with other gocial
evils. [t was estimated that there were 160,
000 shops for the sale of intoxicating liquer in
the United States, €500,000.000 spent in dnng
annually, 500,000 habitual drunkards, and at
leust 50,000 annually geing down to a drunk-
ard’s grave and a drankard’s doom.  The evil
was a tertible one, and the Chuich in the Unit-
ed States had come to realize its importamee,
for three-fourths of the Presbrterian ministers
there had become total-abstainers. The Church,
he submittel must utter her protest against the
drinking usages of society.
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HOME MiSSION.

At the risk of wearying our readers
we return 1o this subject. Qur aim is to
convince Kirk Sessions of the necessity
of collecting for this scheme by schedale
—by lady collectors calling at every
house in order to give-every family an
opportunity of contributing something.
Itmay be said “ we do not like to be
always asking for money for the schemes;
—people get tired of it.” We answer;
It iz net just that some congregations
should regularly contribnte while others
do nothing. ‘The most loyal will soon
grow weary of it and give over contri-
buting. It i: not true moreover that
people in gencral complain of being
asked for money. There may be a few
who will grumble ; but the gr'cat majori-
ty give willingly and cteerfully.

It may be the duty of others to re-
fuse, but let themaelves be the judges of
that. A man may be in debt, or from
some other cause may find it impossible
to contribute. Be it z0: we have no
right to accuse him of stinginess. But
hy all means let the sessions give every
family a chance to give or withhold as
Providence has dealt with them.n One
explanation of the marvellous finaucigl
success of the Free Church immediately



