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without yieldixig to the most formidable temptation which '
assails a maxi i such circumastance-the temptation of alcoholie
liquor.

In his atrngglixig youth as i his prosperous âge, he was ah-I

stemious to a degree. This part of his life was lived with factors
aind trappers, Indians and Eskimos. Cut off f rom the world,i
with a mail ouly twice a year, Donald Smixth utilized his soli-
tary leisure for self-culture: He studied booka, axid he al8o

eloeely n-tudied men axid nature, with results seen in after years,
when hie 'was not only able to handie ixitrieate social and polit-
ical questions, but also to force to a conclusion the execution of
a great railway project, whose geographical and finaxicial diffi-

culties appalled other mnen.
Donald Smith bad an abundant endowment of grit. Stories

are told of bis marvellous fortitude ini thot3e early days. Once

his sight was endangered by snow blindness, and to sc a doctor

ineant travelling' hundreds of miles. Two half-breeds ac-

companied hlm as guides. Young Smith reached the

doctor, and was cured; the guides succumbed to the hardships

of the return journey. Another story tells of the wonderful

w-av in which hce carried relief to a distant outpost, travelling on

sniow-shoe8. Il Lord Stratl'cona could have been induced to

write bis autobiography, hie uniglt have told a absorbing tale

of those years ln Lahrador, but hie preservcd a singular reti-

ence. No even iii conversation did hie allow irntself to 1w

temlpted to Bay muci.
Ten years were çspent by Donald Smiith on the shores of

litdson's Bay, aiud he rose steadily iii the estimation of his eni-

ployers. Hlm industry, ingenuity, and adaptability were foiind
unvaluable. So tar were thcy recognized that in 11868. when lie

liad reached hi8 forty-eighth, year, lie was appointetl chief ex-

eduitive officer of the conipany ln North Anierica, beil)g sii-

tioned at Montreal. By this tini e his personal infitience wvas

very great. The period ivas ont- of ecxceptiona] difficulty and

anxiety, and Donald Smnith w8s the man for it. By a great

traîusfer of territory to the Governînent of Canada, the IIud-


