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certainly predict what he will do. Principles, we say, which
have become a second nature and of which we are not explicitly
conscious. Wr thus exclude all impulses and motives based on
free individual choice, the inward aspect of ‘S:iitlichkeit,’ that
is to say morality, and also the outward side, or law, alike, For
what a man has first to reflect over and then freely to resolve
is not for him s habit in conduct, and in so far as habit in con-
duet is associnted with a particular age it is regarded as the un-
conscious instrument of the time spirit.”

The system of ethical habit in & community is of a dominating
character, for the decision and influence of the whole community
is embodied in that social habit. Beeause such conduet is system-
atic and covers the whole of the field of society the individual will
is closely related by it to the will and spirit of the community.
And out of this relation arises the power of adequately controlling
the conduct of the individual. If this power fails or becomes
weak the community degenerates and may fall to picces. Differ-
ent nations excel in their “Sittlichkeit” in different fashions.
The spirit of the community and its ideals may vary greatly.
There may be a low level of *“Sittlichkelt,’ and we have the
spectacle of nations which have even degenerated in this respect.
It may possibly confliet with law and morality, as in the case
of the duel. But when its level is high in a nation we admire
the system, for we see it not only guiding a people and binding
them together for national effort, but affording the most real
freedom of thought and action for those who in daily life habitually
act in harmony with the general wili,

Thus we have i tho case of a community, be it the city or be
it the state, an illustration of a sanction which is sufficient to
compel ebservance of a rule without any question of the applica-
tion of force. This kind of sanction may be of a highly compelling
quality, and it often extends so far as to make the individual prefer
the good of the community to his own. The development of
many of our - ial institutions, of our hospitals, of our universities,
and of other establishments of the kind, shews the extent to which
it reaches and is powerful. But it has yet higher forms in which
it approaches very nearly to the level of the obligation of con-




