
impossible to tel! whit sort of geins they wilI produce, and cansequent-
ly only about twenty-five per cent of the cut stanes may be considered
fair samples. T1his therefore raises the price of manufacture one hun-
dred per cent. Neither does it followv, that the few selected stanes are
equal in valut, as ane, thraugh richness of calaur, transparency, &c.,
nay realize more than ten of the others. This systern of valuation ivill
serve ta illusttate the low prices of certain zeni in the market; and
those 'w'li are in the habit of buying these grades af stones, and at the
sanie tinie are uriavare that the low prices, are caused b>' the sale of a fewv
called No. i at fancy prices, shauld uriderstand that the price of pro-
ductian of each stane is oiten greatly in excess of the prices paid by
them fur this class of geins.

In meritioning the word Oriental, niany persans, I presume, would

infer that it signifies geins froni the east. Many authars, hawever, apply
this appielatiar. ta the Corundui species, such as Blue Sapphire,
(Oricntal Saipphlirc,) Gret n Saîp)lhire, (Oriental Enierald,) XTelIow Sap-
phire, (Oriental Top.,z,) Red Sapphire, (Oriental Ruby,) &c., and others
aippl>' the word Oriental ta the Erneralds frain Peru, wvhich are neither
Caruildurn species, nor yet froi the east, and as the Nvard Oriental as
applied ta certain geins, is samnewhat arnhiguaus, it should flot be con-
sidered in puichasing a gem, except froin very reliable dealers.

As ta aur crude miaterial being of no value, this must depend
entirely on the callectar, wha should be the best judge af the requisite
miaterial available. Nowv, as some ai our local stanes are sold by the
carat an accaunt ai their scarcity, you w~ill understand why the erroneous
idea, that they may be abtained by the tan, shauld be pointed out. I
can assure yau we have nat yet urrived at that stage when ive can build
aur hauses of Tourmahine, «Maunstane or Quartz Asteria.


