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panied by Mrr. M.vunroe-Fe'rguson, A.D.C. to 11 lis Ex-,cellcicy, the
Governor Gencral. Aftcr a paddlc of 650 miles to the north
end of Rcindccr Lake, wve struck northward into thc unknowni
counitry, iade 53 portages, avcraging a third of a mile eachi,
;crosý, rougli stony country, and thenl descendec] Kaïin River
ta X'ath-kycd Lake, f rom vhich we portaged twvelvc miles across
flat marshy land ta Fergusonl Lake, and then dcscended Fer-
guIson River to the wvcst coast of 1 Iudson Bay. Fromn there wve
survcycd thc shore southward tu Churchill, w~hcrc %% arriveti on
thc first af October.

The total distance survcyecl ini these three years amounits
to 4,200 miles, 2,150 of which was on lines, mnarkced ini red un the
mnap exhibitcd on the walî,throughi country pre% ioubly untrodden.
To accomplishi these surveys it was necessary to travel, in ail,
either ini canoos or on foot, 7,800 miles.

Both tracts af country here spakeni af have a generally even
contour, and as a rule they shape gently northwarcl or north-
eastwvard towvards the Arctic Ocean, or Hudson Bay'. Thcy are
the haines of a couple of thousand -)f the p)eople of Canada, and
though these peophe may bc Indians and Eskimos, they con-
tribute to the revenue and ta the support of the Governiment of
Canada the same as %ve cia. Without saine knowledge of the
people and -the country the>' lie in, it i!s impossible to govern
them wisehy ajid justly.

But %vhat arc the possibilities of settlement for civ'ilized
men ? Large districts have been shown bv these pl tis
ta b_- undcrlain by urnan :d Keweenawvan rocks, %vhicli
are alinost ev-eryivlere found ta be rich in preciaus minerais,
and if extensivedepasitsof thiese%% erediscà% ered thccounitry would
soon be opened up. The surface is moderatehy huývel, s0 that rail-
wvays could easily and checaphy be built, and octati-groirig steamers
could readihy run into Churchill I arbour, or into an,ý af the
other numerous and good harbors a long the nurth-westcrn shore
af Hudson B3ay.


