
CURRENT EVENTS.

be read at, the celebration of Bryant's birthiday wvas a model of
sirnplicity in the expression of feeling. It ivas brief, and ait
another tirne wvould have been wvritten and revised in a hialf a
day; but iii bis enfeebled condition it wvas with, the utmnost
difficulty that lie could satisfy imsel lie worked at it
patiently day after day, until bis labor became a pain; neyer-
tlîel.,ss, lie continued, and wvon what lie deserved-the applause
of men practised iii his art who were there to listeîî and

--Froc i.text-os are now furnishied to many sehools. The
problem that troubles most boards of education iii cities that
have adopted the system is how to control, the supply and keep
the expense within reasonable bounds. Onie city lias a planl
that seeins to solve the difficulty. A principal wlho ivants a
supply is asked to fill out a prescribed order forin.. The janitor
takies iL to the office of Lue board of education, wlhere the order
is filhed aîîd a rcceipt taken for the books. During the last twvo
years 200,000 volumes have been issued. Only a few hundred
have beexi returned for repair. For inalicious or unniiecessary
dainage a fine is iniposed upon the pupil, ranging fromn one cent
up to the full value of the book. On the inside of caicl one a
record blaik is pasted on whichi eci fine niust be entered.
Considering the wvcar and te-ar the books re subjected to, the

dange is relatively ligit ami the percentage of inalicious
daînage is very sinail. A text-book'-s usefuilness is not rcallyait
an end until there is not a perfect, leaf left, as thc Nvhole sheets
are used to fli up gaps iii other dlaiiliaged books whicli are sent
to thc binder to be restitched and, if necessary, re-covered or thc
cover nîay onily need a littie fixing. Thc wvork costs fromi 10 to
35 cents. It is said that exclusive of thc igrri sehool catalogrue
Lie supplv list iiuîcludes 130 diffirent text-books. 0f Liese 40
aire readers of v'arious grades and issued by difiérent publishing
homses. The board's office stock comprises fromi 3,000 to 4,000
volumes, not iincludin-g drawving books, miaps, etc.

-flic frc LexL-book plan lias now beeni preLLy generall
adopted iii sonie places. lu Caniada also there seemns to l)e
nany Lowns ready to adopt iL. Toronto, whicli often talzes the
lead iii iiatters relatiing Lu educational advancenient, hias tried
it for soiue imie and is wvell satisficd with it. Tic co-st Lu the
city for hîooks duriîg- 1894 aitiomntcd Lu .18,900, thus aî'eraging
about 30 cents a pupil for thc ea The books are frequently
exaîiiid bv officers in tie eiploýynient of Lie sehool board
andl the pupils are held responsil)le, for loss (Ir d1anm<te to theni.
The resp)oisibility and supervision certainly have gircat value


