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be readily admîtted. \ihthis distinction in rnind, ]et us glance
zit the condition of Eurontan socictv in Ille Thirteunth Century.

We Iîe:r it Ironi ev,ýrv Ia1tor'trni, and re.ad it iii cvery pamphlet
and magazine that ours-- is the g-reat agn of dernocracy', the era1 of
f lic riglits of man, and i lieriod of geIural ernancipation and en-
franchisemient. The first question that ,%ould likelv corne to the lips
of the ordinary iîîan of to-day, iii speakini- of the Thirteenth Cen-
turv, is ''wlîiat about the political, indu.-triztl, and social condition
Of mnen of thlat Oe' f course, 1 realize onlv too Well tliat the
generally prevalenit notion i.-., but a liazy notion let us say, the echo
of statemnits, made persistentlv1y bwiriturs of hitrwho, since the
great religions convulsion of tue Sixteenth Century, scem constitu-
tionallv unable to tell the truth iii matters that concurn the Catholic
Clîurch. This prevalent Iîazy iiotion of the Th'Iirteenthi Century, as of
aUl rnedize-val political and sociaLl conditions, picture;s Europe as in-
fested wvil ai lot of swsbclrknighits woecaprice and passion
constituted law, aind the onfly question ol poulies dreanmt of, wvas

''who shall have the privilege of squeezing Ille rn-ost ont of the coin-
mon lbord? the king, or Ille barons?"

Let us se if the farts beur out tis notion.
Toiv-ards tho close of the Eighiteenth Century, to be accurate,

in the vear 7ZS9, thocre broke out in France a à-evolutionary storni
unparaliled in the annals of history. This uphecaval, ais al] mecn ad-
mit, was inid-cscribaiblv lurid and horrible, yet 1 arn constrained lo
sav that in manv of its effects it was truly benelicient. \Vhcn, aftcr
thé suibsidence of this revolution, the people of France searchied
through the ruins, tbcy found buried und-r tie debris of tlie reignls
of the later Louis, particu!arly that of Louis the Fourteenthi, the
righits and prerogaticcs for whicli they Ilad so savagoly and in-
hiurnanll foughît.

So, the era of popular riglits and ropresentative grovernment in
France and in continental Europe generally, instend of having been
begun bv the Freilchl Rce'olution, as is conmonllv supposed, was
simply revived and resumed alter an interval of sornething like :;ou
ve'rs. Andi the 'Nineteenth Ceiitur% liat to, go back and catch up te
broken thread of civilization frorn the truc epoch of freedoni, the
original epoch of representative, gOvernment, the Thirteenth Cen-
tury-ýthe: onlv aige, perhaps, wlien thiere -%as an absence of des-
potism on the one band and of demiagogy on the other.

The fiction of the dire oppression of the masses in tic Mididle
Age--and the terni Middle Age is often made to include all the cen-
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