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sanie of hiundreds of lines in lengtlî. A friend of mine told nie lie
had lîeard an aid mian in the couty afi Maya sintg somte years ago
eighity differenit sangs at a banfire on St. Joii's Eve, %vithout once
repeating limiseil. On this occasion the dancing a nd merrimient,"9

our essayist is careful to explain,'' iere prolonged round the
banfire tili niorning.".' Thiese were the men, " lie adds, ''« whio
were the very sait af Ireland . [tI was they who, in thieir pov-
erty and ignorance (for the National Board of l7ducation dlenies
education ta ail wlîa cannoa speak E"nglishi), perk tuated a most
interesting and, 1 thiink I may bie allaoved ta say it, a îiost initeilec-
tuai race type." Regretting the paucity of suclî mien, wvho two or
thiree generations back were tao be found ail over the island but
w~ho ta-day are ta be met %vithi only on the wvestern seaboard, ansd
again taking the National Schioois (which seeni ta be his bê/c
noii-e) ta task for educating their pupils "iii,' 1 to use his ow'n
wvords, ''« suchi a way tliat thiey are tatughit ta laughi at and cleride
their parents, and think tie.iselves cleverer than they, because
tlîey can spiA througli ain Eng1 ish iýeading-book," hie declares
tliat Il sa far as intellectual capacity, power ai expression, and
every thing tlhat lîelps ta niak-re a nian and a minci, can go, ''thiese
shiallaw and pitiable critics ai venerable and honoured ways, the
youniger and Anglicized gen eratian, "are ", ta quote Dr. Hlyde
literally, II not fit ta black their eiders' shaoes." I the love sangs
ai tlîls aider generatian lie lias found, lie says, '' ill ie prinary
elernents af the great passion, liope a,îd hiatred, pathos andi des-
pair, tenderness and fury ........ language at once simple anci
passionate, and witlîaut the least trace af vulgarity ..... ... it is
lieart cryhîng ta lieart.ail slîades ai love," lie sunîs Up, Il en-
shirined in ilîeir verses, wvitl ail the versatility ai Heine, but wvith-
out lus insiiîcerity." Dr. Hyde's translations ai sanie ai tliose
sangcs, witli vliicli ]lis inîstructive essay close-;, are as clear a
nmedium as it is passible (or a translation ta he, fiithiiul yet spirited,
and ai the orî<iÎnals lie tlius w~ritecs in ternis of transparent sincer-
ity and genuine entlîusiasnî ' The peopie," lie avers, Il 'i
created iliese poemis were nviîiniaily uneducateci peasants, v'et tliey
wvere real nien and %vanîeiî. The people tliat the National Scliaol
(once nîore tduit bête zboirc) is training iii thieir place aire the nîerest


