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stitution to suit their own needs, the Mother Country aezno'wl-
edged tijeir claims, and gave them. the riglit of responsible gov-
ernment.

The British ideal lias stood for more than British benefit
alone; it has served as an inspiration and a inodel to older, as
-well, as younger civilizations, in thieir work of regeneration. as in
the case of France, Anierica and Aiustria-lIungpary.

The Englisli preceded the Frencli in setting up a revolution,
but uinlike France, England reinstated lier lawful prince. Thus
reviving a reverence for autliority and precedent, she linked lier-
self to ber legitimiate past. and with timie wroughit out an ideal of
government, well fitted to endure the trials of tide and lime.

But thougli a nation's inaterial strength rnay dlecline, ideals
perpetu-ate themselves by nicans of national ereative talent,
-ivlicl seelis to preserve thcmn throughi art in its varions formns.

.Aftcr Napoleon defeated the Italians, lie crowned his victor-
les by plundering the centres of Italian art, and carrying to
France their greatest masterpieces of genlius, presented thn to
liis country.

The history of Jreland illustrates the lasting influence of na-
tional ideals. in a country that lias been deprivedl of ail niaterial
-%vealth.

Ifreland lias seen lier native governînient uprooted, and she
lias ever sacrificed the priceless gift of learning to live in posses-
sion of lier dominating ideal, the pure, consoling, unsborn truth
as delivered te lier chuldren, in the lioly teaching of St. Patrick.

Year after year the Inisl people have, for the sake of their
religion, left tîmeir homes and couutry and, -%'ith sad, tlîougli hope-
ful lîearts. soight freedoin in countries far Iromn their native
shores.

In these lands of tîmeir adoption, they and their descendents
bave heen able of follow tlîeir ideal. Now, in the new -,world,
those sincere, believing nmen adoru thc highiest places in chîurch
and state. Their upriglit cliaracter, and love of knowledge and
refinement, have wvon for .thein the respect of ail people, while
thieir lhatred of vice and dislionor, lias chieked the inroads of the
MAheist and Socialist. in timeir efforts to destroy the religion and
peace of nations.

The present w'orking of Britisli politics ecarly indicates thmat
lreland's long struggle for 1-bine Ruile, throughi lier representa-
tives ln thc British Parliainent, lias at last been siucessfuil, and
in a very short timfe it -%ill l)e officially declarcd.

The -unity of the Irish Party in purpose and action, duning

.248


