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Oh, 'tiai ood la îhink ai heaven,
)f a home nith esus ihere;9

Where fia sing ai deatb can cnler,
And neo ny or woe or care ;

There the slreamoa i lue il; howing,
Full r ai ter pure and clear;1

On ils banks are loved ones resiig,
Laved nes taour hearts se dear.

Good te think ai thera in lary,
As they galber close and ocam;

Talking ai pasi tcil and trial,
Neyer more te shed a lear

Living in tht Saviout's pieiesce,
1lion ihir love and je? Increase;

Sale at home, %vith film forever,
E-.vety hetriis full ai peace.

Oit we think we lier: the music,
Iltar the tunefut harps af gatd;

But the sacred jay and raplurc
0f that sang cao oe'er bc tld.

Now in Ioiîy tanes ascending,
Then il faits in soitist wraves,

As they siog ai Christ the Saviaur
And the prccioua bond that savez.

laspny îhoughîs ai heaven, vwaftcd
Froýn% thar bight celestial land,

Ilon ihey catin and soothe Ouranguish,
WVhen 'îid scencs af grief we stand I

Gcnlly as tihe dews of evcning
Came their messages of love,

Caiig us bcyond aur somons
Ta thte peaceful scents above.

To tht campany ai heaven,
WVbere the hasts ai God %ve mccl,

And with hoiy saints andi angets
%Vorship ai aur SAviour's ledt.

Hattetulah i glory, banour,
Unie Hiîn who once vraislsain;

Lofty sangs ai adoration
We iul sing again, again 1 .It&t

TH'E EA RL Y AMORNING HO0 UR.

BY REv. J. A. R. DIcKsON, B.D.

Each mcvi day cornes la us fuil ai promise, effeing us ali
ibat lies in irs possibitîties. How much may be dont niîh il
if ne are anty nide awake i Hon mucb may be put into il,
and given ta il, ta carry into eternity if ne are anly earnest,
and diligent and prayerful? We rnay load irrip nith lumber
anly fit ta be burned in the fire, ar ne may charge il nith
sacred treasume, whose precieusness wili neyer pass away.
We snay maire it a source ai haiy joy or of humbling regret
and sorran, jusi as ne use il or abuse it. And that deptnds
ta a very large extent on tht character we give ta thte arly
mc. ing heur. That is tht key ta tht day. That in an un-
quesionabit nay determines i.hat tht day shahl be. A gond
srart in tht great majoity ai cases wns tht race. Il is a tnt-
mendous advantage.

Many aslon tht ealy mnrning hour te escape them, and
rus airer it tht nvhole day, and neyer overtake il. Tîme lest
is gant forever beyond recaîl. And ime siisused becanies
an enemy, because it takes away tht keenness oi desire ta
make the niost ai every moment, and il induces a debilitating
carelessness nbich suffers opportuniiies that are beyond al
pice ta slip unimproved. Few men ainat have wasted tht
early morning hour ; ihey have rather found in il tht best
ime ta pray, ta reflect, ta plan, te, put fanîh their nobiest pan-

ers in loiry endeavaurs. They have put ta the praci the piîhy
proveb .

Early ta bcd and caony ta risab
Makes a man hcaithy and wearby and wue.

Tht note ne strike in tht morning ktcps sounding eut al
day. i takes its colour frais tht hue that linges the spirit an
ils ernbracing the dawn. Bishop Hall, cf Norwich, ant of the
choice spirits of tht frst hall af tht sixtecnîh century, says :
t«Naw, when sleep is ather driven away than Icaves me, 1
wauld ever aç;ake wilh God ; my first thoughts are for Hinr
vihe bath Made the night fon rest and the day for travail ; and
as Ht gives, sa blesses bath. If My beat bc early seasoned
with His presence, it nuli saveur ai Hini aIt day afier. White
usy hody is dressing, net nith an effeminate cuiosiîy, nor
yet wurb rude neglect, Miy mnd addresses hersetfIo tabr ensu-
ing taske, bethinking vihai is ta be dont, and in what arder,
and marshalting (as it 'vert) my boums with my wark." Herc
ne have tht character othe man unveiled.

Like to tht good bishop wms tht goad soldier, Hedley
Vicars. it nas a ute ai bis neyer ta read any tetters befaze
prayrand until hie had ead and meditated upon hie mcmn-
ing portion ai God's Word. Ht afflrms, I neyer enjoy any
day that bas not been commenced ahane nith God." He also
gives us a notable experience be had white vîsîtîng frends ai
Birch Hall, Essex. Ht siept ose momnng later than usual,
mnd bad gone down ta famiy prayers without having had trne
for bis privat devotions. " My soul nas tht norse for i," bc
said, Ilfor nearly ibret weeks airer."1

How ofren has ibis bees the experience ai others 1 What
Io a n ot lose hy losing aur bold upon God in tht early mors-
ing ? Couid ne eckon it up vihai a long and beavy bill it
wauld be' But we are unable ta dothis, because vit have nor
cur senses exercised by rea .a cf use to; discern gond and
cvii. We loe incalculably by sheer ignorance and stupîdity.
To knon the effcct cf tht right use ai tht first naking hour,
ibat is, in prayer ta tht God ai our'li«, in nieditation on Hi$
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Word, which is ta bc aur guide, in commiîting aur way ta
Hini as tht Ait-wise, let us keep it sacred ta suob cmploy-
ments, and the light and Itrtngth and wiom it ministers wili
satin become apparent.

It gives us tht mastery cf the day. It null bring us into
cannectian with the source ai strength, and esable us ta walk
in tht liglht cf God. It vii cuitivate a devarionai niaod and
a prayerfui spirit. It wiil give us tht cansciousness ai a
prescace an which ne înay ten, and whicb we rnay love, and
witb which we may commune. Our ntiarning plea -trouid ever
bt that of Iloses, Il11 Thy presence go not with me, carry
us flot up hence." And. aur Exaniple, ever cleariy seen by
us, should hc tht Ont who is belore and above ail otheri
lesus Christ Hiniseîf.

0f Hirn it is written; "And in tht merning, rising up, a
great white belore day, Ht nent out and departcd ioto a sali-
tary place and there prayed." Undcr tht monition ai His
good Spirit this fans ever been the habit ai tht hoiy. Tht cry
af David, tht sneet psalmist, is -. I( God, Thou art my
God ; carly wil i1 seek Thet ; my saut thirstcrb for Thet
niy fiesta iongeîh for Thce." Again he speaks thus ta bais
saut : IlAwake up my giory; awake, psaltcry and harp ; 1 ny-
self null awake eariy."

We therelore came into feliowship nith tht purest and
swcetest souis ocltime in the right use ai the marly morn-
ing heur. In its subdued and hoiy quiet, in its favourabiencss
ta reflection, in irs dewy ireshsess, ici its freedani (ran dis.
tractions and in uts ability ta secure concentration ai tht
mind and heart upon tht abject ai adoration and worship, it
is pre-eminently conducîve ta tht highest and nohltst ends ai
lite. Anxiety touching any part ai the day should certainly
centre on is beginning. That as its key-note. Its first hour
decides its destîny. It is said af the faniaus Matthow Henry
that be nas an early ristr, and put a great value on bis morn-
ing bour ; he wauld aften be in bais study by five ai tht dlock
in tht morning, and sometimes by four.? In a paper wvhich
Zobert Murray NIcCheyne wrete anent 1,1Refermatian in Sec-
ret Prayer," he says: . I oughr ta pray befare seeing any
one. . . . 1 feel it is far better te begin witb God-to
sec Ris face first-to ger my seul star Hini belore ik is near
another. 1 Vhen I awake 1 ais stiit with Thet.' It is best ta
have at least one hour atane with God befare engaging in
anyrhing tise." At the sanie rime he adds : "I must bt care-
fiI net ta reckon communion with Ged by minutes or hours or
by solitude. I have pored aver my Bibie, and on my knces,
witb litile er na communion, and my rîmes af solitude have
been aiten timts ai greatest tempiation."

No daubt this may be the case, but of what valut is it ta
us? ir discovers ta us ourgelves. Our neak points. Our
frequent cause ai failure. It directs aur attention ta that part
ai aur cîty watt that nceds ta bc buîlt up and made strng.
That is the point ar wbîcb tht ecnmy may came in ar a
flood. Because tiais is discovtrtd ta us ne arecflot ta turn ih
inta an argumet against secret prayer. (Ste Matt. vi. ô.ý
Tliat wouid bc to lose ail. W~e înust raiher empiey it as an
incentive ta morc aveiy and whole-hearted intercourse ivith
God ; more direct and simple dealing with Hini.

We are taId -that this ivas a caution anrd advice Philip
Henry frequentty gave ta bis cbildren and friends : IlBe sure
ta look te Vour secret dury ; kecpa that up whatever you do.
The saut cannai prasper in negiect of it. It is secret trading
that enriches tht Christ." Ht observed that apastasy gener-
aiiy begins ar tht dloser door. Secret prayer is llrst neglect-
ed and carelessiy performed, tben frequently omitted, and
alter a wile nhoily cast ail, and then fareweil ta God and
Christ and ail religion."

This is unquestionably truc, and is confirmed by the bistary
ai the Cburch. And it is but anotber proaf ai the supreme
importance of the right use af the earty morning baur. Let us
think ai ibis in tht lîght ai this tact se neli expressed hy ane
ai tht wistst : IlEvery day is a lunte lufe, and our vihale life is
but a day repeatcdY"

No WORK THA T PA YS SETTER.

It cosis somerhing ta be a goad mother. There as ne mare
ey.acting and exhausting work in tht world than a truc me-
.ther's work. But there is na wark in ail the world that pays
better. No reward in God's service is surer, icher, grandter
th"n the reward ta a faitbint and iaith.fled mother.

And as te tht idea that a mother can negiect this woik in
the tarlier yeats ai ber children's.3ife, and make ht up ta bet.
ter advantage in their iater years, ihat is as baseless in iact
as it is in phiiesaphy. No moîber on carrh ever yet won
ber cbiid's freest, trur±st confidence in its maturer years if
she lad failed ai securing it before that periad. No niotht:r
would deserve such confidence if she deliberareiy postponed
iheir seeking untii then.

ht may he-it aften is-a wise motbtr's duty ta bc men-
surably separatd froni ber children in their latter training,
vihen îhey must be at school or at labour ; or in tht enjoy.
ment ai neli.chosen companionship outside of their home;
but this sbould neyer bc accepted as a necessity entai the
mother's bald an tht children's confidence is sa strong,
througb the experience of the years that are gant, that anly
the close ai lufe can diminish, cari change tht conscience-
power ai that hold.

As a rule, a cbrld's taste, and character, and trend in lite
and even its permanent destiny, are practicaliy shaped btfore
tht cbiid is seven years of age. A niother's fai'ure ai a me-
therly devotedness in tbose first seven years can neyer be
made good by seven tumes seven years ai devatedness tiere-

a arer.
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DENOMINtA TIONVAL BETTER 2'11AN UNDENOAf.

Many earnest Christian wotkers labour under a delusian
with regard ta the efficiency of churches and stinisters. They
are constantly insistîng that importatfields are not being cul.
tivated, that certain classes of people .Are net bting rcnched,
and that somte new agericy must bc înventcd in order te accani-
plish this work. Mr. Dwight L Moody, who has recently
organized a training school ini Chicago for the purpose of lpre-
paring candidates for intelligent and efficient Christian effort,
says : I found hundreds of (amilies ini chies libre thls neyer
coming in contact with churches or their reprcsentatives. The
bulk of out Chr.rch.memibers are taken up with their own
houschold and business cares, and unies% sanie persons &Tt
set apart and trained for this work 1 do not sec haw it can bc
done. . . . There is a ciass ai people that practically bave
no bomnes, and they go out in the cvenings wbere they bave
genial companions and imusements. This is a source ai vice
and crime. My thaught has been ta stablish places i lnîet.-
ing open every night for these people whert they rnight find
saine uplifting influence. Then they will find tiîeir way ta the
churches."

The facts stated here cannot be questioned. Sanie of t ti
measures proposed comnitnd thenistves ta intelligent Chris*
tians. But the idea that this work cannot bc donct hrough
tht churches, or that ht can be better dont by Independent and
undenomninational agencies, is preposteraus. Not niany years
aga ibe saine facts and argumeî.ts were used ta show the nec-
essity tif organiting Young Mtn's Christian Associations. It
was ttattd that tht chties were filled with young men who
were practically without homes, and that these young men
would neot go ta the churches, and coutl net bc reachcd
through tht churches ; but if Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciations sbould bcecstablished on an independent religiaus
basis, and undenominational in their operations, thest thrangs
af wandering youtbs could bc rtacbed, and then they would
tlnd their rvay into tht churches.

Are tht churches naw crowded with yaung mcna? Hasthe
attendance af young men upon religion services ini tht
churches increased or diminished since tht organization af
these associations in aur chties ? It bas nlot încreased. No
fauîr is faund with tht Young Men's Christian Association.
Doubtltss it cau praduce a recordaof gaod accomplished which
wili abundantiy compensare for ail tht labour and money ex-
pended. But it bas sot provedl a remedy for tht evil Wbich it
was intended ta overcome. Mlr. Maody ses rith pain pre-
cisely tht sanie condition of ai.airs whicb zealous ClIristians
saw twenry-five years aga, and lie now deenis sortie ather un-
denominational scheme absoiutely tecesmnry ta accomplish
wbat the churches cannot do. And after bis ncw tbougbt has
been deveiopedi nto a systeni, and operated by his own in-
domitabit and s inctifled energy for twentyive years, thtse
unhappy conditions witt not have been mattrially improved
thereby.

Tht error lits first in expecting ta convert these grear citita
in a few days, and becoming impatient and losing confidence
in tht appointed means because thet work is nlot ail dont
speedily. Ir is aise a .nistake ta imagine tbat same other
agency besides the church and some otler machincry besides
that already cmployed would accompiish this work more.
rapidiy. Mr. Moody bas been a tower of strength during the
pasr quarterofaiacentury. It is doubtlut if any living man bas
achieved more fer Christ; and yet if hee bad ancbored more
firmly te the churches, and operated in thera and through
theni, instead ai on independent and undenominatianal fines,
the fruits cf bis labours would have heen more enduring and
no less abundant. We bave enough machinery, and it is
gond enough. Wc need no newv systems or schemes, but rve
need ta put sanctifltd wisdoni and entry III those which
already exist.

A certain horror ai sectarianism and Denoniinationaiism
bas taken hold af some Christians. They must adapt a plat.
form on which ail Christians can stand and work together.
We have such a platfar -%already in tht Newv Testament, but
it docs sot require us ta abandon our Denaminatianalism ini
order ta ca-operate intelligently and efficitntly. In tht efforg
ta farne undenominatianal platiornis and systenis sanie well-
meaning Christians bave laid aside many denominational
doctrines and usages which are mast important and effective,
and their wvork is superficial and traository. Tht cuiside warld
delights in tht termi "undenominational " so long r-s it is in-
terpreted lo mean opposition tu tht denominations ; but when
tbey are taid that it signifies sot rivalry but ca-operation with
tht churches, then it bas ne mare charni for them; than tht
churches have. History proves that nearly ail the substaxitial,
and durable fruits af Cbrisrianiîy in modern times have been
produced tbrough denominational teaching and efforr.-.N. Y.
Christian Advocate.

DRIFTINC; A WA Y FROM GOD.

I was invited ta be prescrnt at a wedding in a distant city.
I was not able ta reach tht bouse af my friend tilt late in the
evening ai tht day before the auspiciuus event. We sat in tht
pleasant parlaur chatting for a timo ; then, th<'ugh vwe e
ail weary, and tht hands cf the cios-k indicated that it wun
almost midnight, tht brrde.etect said -"lPapa, we must have
evening prayers ta.nighr, just tht sanie as usual"

Then turning taenie, she added ini a law tant:. I 1am sa
airaid that in tht bustie and preparation we niay drift away
frain God!"

There is often danger that tht cuitent cf the world may
sweep us along viitb ii, but if anchored by prayer we need siot
fcar.-Arcran Magazine.


