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Don't be whining, like David when he was in low
spirits, “ 1 shall one day fall by the kand of Saul”
He never did anything of the kind.

Is it not written, * God is able to make you
stand?” Ltd you ever read the hife of that remark.
able trophy of divine grace, Colone! Gardner? What
illustrations it gives of the power of God's spint 1n
a man to vanquish the fiercest lusts! Passions of
which, before his change, the Colonet had profanely
said, that “ Gad Almighty could not subdae them,
without destroying that body and giving ham an-
other,” became calmed and governable ; and he was
able now to *keep his body under, and bung it into
subjection.” God can do as much for cvery one of
you |

[Il. Now for the last point. * He will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it.” This 1 take to point 10 an alterna-
tive case. Suppose you were at any tine 10 find
yourselves in presence of a temptation too strong for
you, a way of egress will be provided.

Some temptations we are to go manfully up to. and
vanquish , but as regards anuther class, we are in-
stantly to take to out heels.  You are no:to parley
with them, not linger a moment 1n their presence.
Here your s fety is not n resistance, but i flight,
The Bible injunction in such cases is not confront,
nor withstand, nor fight, but “flee.!"” When the
Apostle speaks of “many youthful and hurtful lusts
which drown men in destructivn and perditon,’ he
adds, “ But thou, O man of Gud, flee these things.’
Agaw, *flee youthful lusts,”

But, if you are to flee, this implies that there wilt be
“a wav to escape”; and God guarantees that this
there shall always be.  To you it may not be easy to
see how it can be ; but, as St. Peter says, “the Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations.”
The thought has often accasioned much distress to
an earnest sou..  If such and such a temptation were
thrown in my way, [ could not stand. How then can
I be a Christian when this is possible? But God
does not promise to give you in the meanume grace
and strength for all possible and conceivable circum-
stances of trial in which you may be placed. He
engages that his grace will be “suffitient for you."
If an extraordinary temptation should come, extraor-
dinary grace will be supplied, and a way of escape
will be opened.

Some young nsen tell me they are at times troubled
with the most awfu! blasphemous thoughts, It seeins
as if the devil were injecting every imaginable form
of iniquity into their minds. There is not an idea too
hideous or horrible but it takes possession of them.

These temprations of the mind they find even
harder to withstand than those of the budy. It is
verily as though your inmost soul were being turned
into “a cage of every unclean bird*”

How can yor be a child of God, and yet have such
wicked imaginings ?

I suppose these are what the € -ripture calls 22 da
thea tou Satana, “ihe depths of Satan.”

My brother, if these thoughts were your own pro-

duction, your heart would be delighted with uts own
issue. They are the device of the enemy of sauls.

Satan does not use such weapons except aganst
those whom he is in fear of losing. Do aut be over-
much disquieted. Give him no yuacter.  Resist the
dewil, and in time he will flee from you.

Then some of you are perplexed about certain
actions which you try to believe are not wrong, but
which you never commit without sharp tw.nges of
conscience. * What's the harn.?” you say , and yet
the iuward monitor will not be still.  Take care lest
you drug your conscience with pleas which will not
stand in the day of judgment. The principle which
the Apostle lays down, that he had doubted, is con.
demned in the act /* for whatsoever is not of faith is
sin”) is of general application. Abstain from every-
thing you do not kaow to be lawful and right,

Be sure you do not underrate the power of Satan ,
or in your own strength you are no match for him. Be
sure you do not overrate his power , for he is no match
for the Spirit of God.

Some of yau are in the thick of the conflict just now.
You are at the very point in life when temptations are
most fierce and numerous In a little while it will be
different; you will not be so beset and troubled.

But it will be either the calm of defeat —your enemy
having the mastery over you—or the calm of victory—
your faot upnn his neck for ever. Which shall it be ?

Napoleon once observed that there was a crisis in
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every battle, when ten or fifteen minutes determined
the issue on the one side or the other.

Such a crucial point there is sometimes in the his.
tory of a soul.  \Whao can tell but with some of you
that crisis is to-night 2 Amen,

A SABBATH IN BELGIUM

The following paper which appeared in the Umted
Prestytersan Magazine, 1s from the pen of the Rev. J.
C. Baxter, D.D,, Kirkcaldy, formerly of Sianley
Street Church, Montreal.

On my way, last summer, to Nessonvaux, near
Lieje, where the Belgian Svnod met, | visited several
of the congregations. M. Kennedy Anet, the denom-
inauvonal secretary, had asked that this Church in-
spection should begin at Gohyssart-jumet, the centre
of lus own pastorate. The arrangement was gladly
accepted, and after a most cordial welcome 1n the
manse from members of hus fanuly, Sabbath, the 25th
of Juiy, found me prepared tor work, ** [hat Sab-
bath was an high day * wich surrounding Romanists.
They were then to keep their fesuval of Mary Magda.
lene , and whatever honour to her memory Papists
elsewnere pay, those about Jumet hink the annivérsary
with more than common ¢.sr. Locai legend explains
why the yearly return has special sigmiticance 1n therr
eyes. Ages ago, so rumour runs, the place was fever-
smutten.  Medical skilt fuled to cure or check the
nieree disease.  Sufferers having = spent their all on
wmany physivans, were nothing bettered, but rather
grew worse,” The neighbourhood, black n aspects
of colieries or wron-foundries, became doubly grim-
med with the blackness of despair. Parish priests
resorted to an untried remedy. An image of the
Madeleine was brought from behind the altar of the
sanctuary, Fixed on a platform, 1t was borne over
streets and ficids of the afilicied area—it haply ns
very shadow failling on the wounded might stay the
plague. Suddenly the statue showed strange move-
ments—leaping, whithing, giving varnied tokens of
pecubar joy. These were taken for heaven's response
to the prayers of the patron-samnt. Tradiion says
that malady ieft the district, and the tame of their re-
puted deliverer 1s celebrated by descendants of res-
cued ancestors as often as the feast season returns.

Such a season dawned with my first morning 1n the
Province of Hamnault. At sunnise sounds were heard
frym afar-off, groups converging toward a rallyng
spot within the village square. Ga.ered there, some
on horseback, more afoot, all decked after holday
style, the processiva paraded 4 chosen circuit with
cvery evidence that diversion, not devotion, swayed
the throng , and soon as the hoars of united march
had gone, scattered bands spent the evening in danc-
ing ordninking revels, winding up their sacred occasion
amidst carnival that drove all real rest from body
and soul.

Quite a contrast to these noisy, giddy votaries were
the groups of quiet, solemnn worshippers who inus-
tered under the modest roof of the FProtestant
“Temple,” The latter were not deterred from ser-
vie by fascinations or foulenies which the former
could offer. A sturdy resolve to auend where pnn-
ciple led them a purpuse to witness fuor Chnst in
view of seornful foes as well as to share feitowship
with Chnst in the face of trusted friends — these
matives seemed to guide faithful fieyuenters of their
sunple, yet valued Bethel, and the fact thus marked
may wake inguiry amony ourselves whether it should
not, Like a pictare, win the lambs of the fuck to theuir
wonted fold, or like a pailern, shape the steps of
maturer disciples to habitual reverence for their
recognized Zwn's stated ordinances. Sunday schoot
started at half past nine. Teachers and pupils were
punctual. An air of earnest liveliness pervaded the
classes. Singing,reading, questioning,answernng, went
much as at home -and novel to my ear as the diction
was, I knew enough of the language to feel that the sub-
ject-lessons were sabject to the truth in Jesus, More
than one case of good results attracted notice. There,
at the end of a form, sat a lad older than most of s
fellow scholars. The story of his attendance is worth
repeating. His youngest brother was pressed by a
playmate to come. The boy consented. Ere lony,
with a heart touched by Bible truth, he begged rela-
tives to join him. They yiclded to the request. At
intervals they were seen in the church, till ultimately
the household renounced Catholicism ; and none of the
circle stands firmer in Gospel paths than the senior
son, who owes his changed profession 10 a mere mite

e

of a missionary. Finc comment on the prophetic
text s * A little child shal: lead them.”

Again: in front of his pupils stood a teacher.
Every feature of the man bore an impress of devout
decision. 1 inquired concerning him. ‘The replies
assured me of his consistency and courage. By trade
heis a glass blower. For five days of the week,
toiting througt cowrnon time, he works over hours on
the fust, that the Sabbath may be free for spiritual
labnur  This liberty was bravely bought, because
when ordered by a wmammon loving master to do
otherwise, he sa’d, 1 am your servant, sir, industrie
nusly ennugh during the week, but on the Lord's Day
I belong to God alone.””  ‘This is the stuff out of which
strong Sabbhath school agents are wrought. Would
that all were clothed in Iike garb, and that, seated at
the Savinur's feet, we were ready to receive from His
lips the law of a new life, alike gladsome to ourselves
and useful everywhere as opportunity occurs.

The foren .n that fullowed was oucupied with the
Lord’s supper The mode observed difters shightly
from the forin pract.sel by Scuttish Presbytenans,
Instead nf communicants jotting sactameniai symbols
in their pews, they advance in tuws of abuut twenty
tn take them from the presiding minister , and as
bread or wine is handed by him he conveys some
word of comitort suited to each disuiple.  The “ action”
sermon, as we .all it, was given by me. The
ohstacle of prea.tiny «n a fureign tungue was levelled
through the kind skill of a competent terpreter. He
translated the discourse part by part ; and if the light
that shone vn the faces of the audience could reflect
what inner cmotions were, or if the sense of joy that
thrilled my own frame could warrant any hope of
benefit, then despite divergent dialect, all ot us had
oneness of mind within the hallowed guest-chamber,
Confusion of speech did not break communion of
sou!  The mutual bond was the common faith, and
no verbal barrier could impair the privilege of actual
brotherhood.  Another item struck me at the close ;
the number of intimations fur work through the
week.,  Almost every might had its proper allotment,
Cottage meetings here, evangelistic operations there,
tract distnibution everywhere. No ruom for idlers
was left.  More than camp followers they meant to
be—for having vowed atresh to wage a noble warfare,
these soldiers of the Cross would sally forth with
quickened boldness.

Shortly afterwards a small detachment of us set out
for Courcelles, a station also «n charge of the Jumet
ministry.  Oa the road we skirted the givund where
alleped rioters had sharp coutlict with ruyar regi-
ments duning recent trade truubies. Regaruing the
auns or claims of the su called insurgent inub, [ am
neither able nor disposed to venture an upinion.  One
fact, however, ments mention. Not a single Protes-
tant was slain or seized among the law-breakers ; and
even secular rulers are forced to admut the peaceful
habits of the evangelical adherents. Let an instance
be rited in proofofthis statement, for which a reliable
informant vouches. When the labour turmoil! was
widest, and crafty spite h.nted that the sect of the
Reformed was secretly disloyal, pikets of police
patrolled suspected yuaiters by night. On such an
errand some offiers appruached a lunely hut whence
the subdued svund of vuices issued. Halung s
men at convenient d stance, the captain crept noise-
lessly to the duur, and Lingered tll tho accents of the
comipany were hushed. He had been lovking on a
famdy at worship. Having listened to the music of
their psalms cr the tenor of their prayers, he courte-
ously saluted the father of the hume with the declara-
tion, * Were all fulhs like you there mught be no need
for our rounds of vigilance. The commune should
sleep tranquilly.”

Fassing svinary, sancunied abodes like that—pacing
narrow paths which span busy canals or cut harvest
acres or flank dusty pit-mouths—we reached Cour-
celles after an hour’s walk. The chapel—a better
one than the Juwet structure—was huted ; and the
congregation awaited with obvious zest what a for-
eiguer had to tell. Having told them how Brtish
Churches fare and how organizauons are dicected, I
was asked by the audsence if they might put questions
to me. There could be no objection to the proposed
catechising. Liberty was granted on condition that
inquinigs taled with my oussion,  Question first -
came stunmngly . * What view do you take of Mr.
Gladstone's Home Rule Buli for Ireland 2” Question
second echoed hike a similar surpnse ; * Why 1s it




