
e£%V B~OOKS :THIE NiATURAL [ST 'S LIBRARY.

*1fthe belly nwl vent ; under tail coverts
yellowish-whire. lI'lie fernale is mutler less
iii size, but otherîvisc dors not vary inucli
iii the shaidcs of I)du11mage."1

Th'is wvork is much etirichied by biogra-
phies of great Naturalistsoîîe ofwhicii very
uppropiaely introduces eaclh vol uime; and
wy. are thuts presented,itiuceso,~t i
livcs ai Linuoeus, 3ufflon, Bauks and uîany
others, ail of' which are pleasant and manyv
of theru highly iuitercstiug- \Ve cannat do
.better than extraci a inioir of the French
Naturalist and Stittesitizn, I.aejede, nat
ornitting, %vlherever the origizial is froun ils
leng-th unsuizable, Io îbrow thie circunisîan-
ces briefly before the reader.

NlEMOIfl OF T14E COUNT DE LACEPEDE.

41Bernard Germiati Etienne De La Ville
%vas bora at Azeu on Deeetriler 26, 17j6.
Hie wvas dlesenied frot a lotigý lineo f~
honourable aticestors', ainI bis father,1
Jean Josephi De La V7ille, ivas lieutenant-
gei.eral of Seniecthautsce. Lacepede, timw-
ever, did uiot value himisc!f au bis cxirac-
lion, but entered lire with tîme deteriiiina-

iv of his maniers anI the uprigbltness of
his conduct. Thbis resolution lio nainitain-
ed with the muost seruî)ulaus unifortility
throughiont bis clhequered history ; is po-
liteness was proverbial, %vhilst i: vvas uni-
versally acknowledged that lie was as ob-
lîging as lie -vas liolislied, and that lie did
flot more in(lulge in complimi- than lu
reudering important services, and lu be-
stowing stubstatitial Çatvoiirs."

WVo are glad tna ra this, as a large por-
tion of mankind seeni ia imngine Unit a
pol*ishied eianner is a substitute for gene.
rosity, and a Frcnichmiau is flot the lastnman
in the waorld ta think so. Lacopeile's edu-
cation iN'as suî>eriateutled by his father,
wvhicli vas probalbly not a slight cause of
the remnirkable simplicity and pu rity wvbicb,
we find, chai.raetei izedl his yaunger yenrs,
Il the idea of a liad authar or Nwicked man
scarcely preseuîing itself to bis mind."I The
works wvhich hie studied were those af Cor-
neille> Bossuet, Fenelon and the like; and
the pure marais and amiable teudencies

t bus imbibed gave imi a great kearting In op-
tinulsft, 'sa tdoit lie wvouid scarcely believe
tluit nny one was acuated by bad feelings
or intentions, or that any anc %vished ta de-
ceive ; and thisprpossession had great in-
fluience ovcr bis conduct and wriuings as
vvell as on is social habits."1 The lifu af
such. a mti cauld scarcely be a miserable
ane. 'l'lie next beautiful passage displays
not anly bis early inclination to natural
science but bis sense af the heautilul, and
eonsequent appreciatian af one af the maost
î,poctical of pîmilasophers.

IBuffou's Natural Ilistary ivas a baok.
wvhicli %vas early put tta bis bauds, and il
instantly became a favaurite ; it ivas the
comamion af bis wailks and tbat lu anel'of
Uie fitiest cauti-jes lu the %varld. It wvas an
tbe heautiful batiks ai the lovely valley ai
the Garonne, lu the neiglibourboal of tbose
siniling liiils whicb are sa nmujestically ter-
tiiated l'y the pcaks af Uic Pyrennes, that
lic studied the cloquent pictures af this
greot vw-mter : is passion for the beauties
ornatture thus originated a- the saine lime
%viîlî his admiration foir that grear paloter
wvho puinted thern out ta bis contemnplatian,
and tbese twao sentiments zalvays reinained
United h)a bis n1iid~. Ile toaki Buffoni foi~
bis mnaster and bis miodel, and mead hlmn
til1 lie aliiost k(new hlmii by heart."'

\'e are, of course, nar surpmised ta finci
lu sucb a nion as Locapede a deep lave af
inusic. A deligbîful taste for this science
ivould seemi inhercut lu the nature af the
mind before decribed, a-ad we find that he
cultivatedl it until it Il hecame a second Inn-
guagoc ta hlm, wvhicli ho cauld speak and
wvrite %vith equal facility."1 i-is comuposi-
tians wcere unuch adinircd, and sufficiently
ivecl exeruted ta lcad ta a carrespandence
Nvith the colebritted Gluch. Bis proficien-
cy in the art, and the solicluations af niany
of bis friends that lie sbouldl compose an
opera, Ici1 hlm afterwardls ta dovote blînself
ta -nusic: witb remamkable fissiduity, for îvvo
years ; but the apera wvhich wvas the fruit
or this application, wvas neyer performed,
samne tritling cause having ledl ta its sup-
pression. Ta meturn, however, ta thant flor
whicli %e cbiefly searcb the pages af a phii-
losaphei-'s biography-the iludications ai hie
pragress lu science--we fiid that


