
50 Tige sermon of the cross.

as a warning te presuming sinners that il& general vieil die as thcy live, and tlîat
thoughi it is certain truc repentance ueves' cernes tee late, it is aise certain that
laie repentance is seldoin truc.

IlW1emaî, b.hIo1d ihy son 1" "' lkhold thy mother !" (S. John xix. 26, 27).
la our Saviour's. pardon to tlso dying tisief; lê spesLks to us supreniely as God.
lu Ilis next words it i Ilii rnanhood jhat is muort strikingly set before us.
Tiaus touchingly Ile halloivs eartbiy love; dhus tendcrly Ile touches ail men te
houeur thoir parents ini life and doath. Son and inther was the ciirthly rela-
tion Ile had specially sanctiiied ; and nowv that Ilis umilet wras itbouLt te loso
ber Son-now tiaat file sword, foretold by Sittien, Nias about to, pierre lier serai
-HIe chooses, te, reoIiace the Ioss, the disciple %vio liad been the frivrad of Ilis
owni 11na111 lieart ; wblo baid beecu beloved by in witb il pectiliar degrc of'
affection ; iv'be, doubtless rcturning tiais love to the utmnôst degree possible te,
Imu rait y, iras lit once of allillmou iu the,, world littest to coinfort, and ini bis own
case niost wortbiy to reecive, such a noîher.

As Lent draws ou te Passiou-tide, appropriately (Io our tholierhits pass on to
the final agony of our Redeonior ; te tîmose two fcairftil utterancos iwrung out of
lis torture ; and fiually te, the glad outburst of victory thiat fororuns Our
Easter-tide.

Ilily God, rny God, why hast l7hou Jorsaken Mie ?"(S. Matt. xxvii. -16;
Ps. xxii. 1.) Followiug upon the wvords of our Saviour te Ilis disciple S. Jobun,
caine the tbree heurs of iniiraculous darkucss, wlima ail created iight veiled its
shiiug before Jesus iii agony, an(] ouvoiopcd iii darkniess a world thant erucifled
lIir. Thon iras Ilth1 e Son qf 1?ighicougieeçs," Il Mhe Ligat of the WYorld,*' tinder
au elipse. Mien weis Josus in agony, îvrestling witi the pový'of darkneS.3;
suffcring lus Faatber's dispicasuro agaiust the siu of mnan, for whicli Ile iv as
making, hiniseif an offering. Theu (irs tat .He ivas made sin for uis) iras Ilis
seul full of smn,,aud the liglit cf lus Father's aid tile Coniforter's love %%itidrawvn
fron Juan. Tien iras île truly Ilvcry mnan." And froan bis maniood rang eut
that exceeding bitter cry, 1131y Ced, my Ccd, ichy hast Mhou forsakcn Me ?

Lot uis net forget thait our sius foruied part cf thie aagony. Let uis net forget
that for'tus aise Christ was crucified. Let nis net dwell too onîirely ou the sin
of bis actual murderers; lest, Nvithout due prayer and wiiteliftuless on our owil
part, we aIse Il crue f/y thé Son of Ced afresh ;" lest, equally îvith the revilers
î%vhos4ood about Ilis cross, ire aise "put Iimi te open, ghamie."

It is notable that in this uttorance cf our Saviour's tlgenoy-tliat during this
speciad and exclusive assumption cf lus rnanhood-Ile ne longer uses blis own
werds, as in the fermer instances ire havd been considering; but those cf ls
great hunian prototype, Daidl.

.*1Ithirsit" (S. John xix. 28 ; Ps. lxix. 21.) Stili the ageny 1 stili tîme man
Christ Jesus, îrrestling, sufferiug, wailing! UcH whose blood had been poured -

out like wator; whose blood stiti irrithed ini torture; frem whose senl-now an
altar, whereon 'were laid thse sacrifices of sin-the liglit ef His Fathcr's love
was still 'witldravn-tisis man thirsted ; thirsted the thirst which is ever thse
consequence of* intense and prolonged human suffering; thirsted as had been
foreteld; thirsted for the redeîiiption which His sufferings we* te win; thirsted

-,vhat sinner eau imagine how intensely ?-to, beliold again the light cf Hia
Father's face. .And even in this last suffering, may ire see a last signal and
saving act cf nlercy. IlNow there was se a vessel full of vinegar; and " (ini
ansIver te His cry cf thirst) Iltheyfilled a sponge with vinegar, and put it to His


