
mutsic. both vocal and instrumenta!, as a
mesîts of iinncut recreation, silîgiîîg
belig tauglit in ail thb primfary schiools.
Tliere ia lîardly a village which does mot
pessess oue or more choral rzocieties, and
in many cases a bréisa -band. Th'le rural
districts of the Canton of Lucerne rnay
lie cited as an exampie cf the general
taste for muasic, the beaieneficial effects cf
which catinot bç toc higll apprecittted.
In titis littie strip cf terrltory there are
nu lms titan sixteen principal choral soci-
eties, seventeen musical societîes, thirteen
theatrîcai societies, and tweuty-live brass
bande. Lenzberg, a town of 2,00t) itîha-
bitants, coula airentdy, soute years baclc,
bost cf pos-essitig 200 pianees. it ob-
scure villages, drantatie performances are
sonfetimles given hy the peasants tern-
selves. In soute parts cf Switzerlaud
pageants are periodicatlly got up at con-
siderable exuense tpo cormemorate soute
eveîat cf extraoru!inarv lîttercat in the lo-
cal anuae. Rifle matches and athletic
sports are common threaghout the coun-
try. Ail classes without distinction take
part in these pastimtes. Such bein,- the
ca:e. tbe question- sattxraliy arises how it
is that the workiug ciasse; cati dispose cf
sei manch Itieure ime. The atîswer is ai-
ready at band. Be-ides the evenings
wheîî their work is gent-rally over, they
can here tamn to good accoant the Sunt-
days aud holydaya (the latter are cf
course mach motre numerous in the Ca-
tholic Cantons than in the Protestant),
lnsteRd of being driven, as often happens
elscwbere, by the want of rational amuse-
met t, ramtbie about liilessly, makiîtg
au occasiona litait ut a public-bouse, or te
sit at homte decorously drank.

In Atîtolix and msnny otiter.parts it is
intimated that while the British artisan
would anot thrivealoîîe, as Ônîwof a colony
hie wouid have a very good chance. Titis
ia entbject worth consideriiîg. But on

the wltole it is te, the vast continent or
America that the efmigraut muet turum - i
Europe or Asia or Africa he seeums te
have but a poor chance cf gettiîîg on.
Everywhere titere is the pressure cf a
superabnndaus populatiotn, but even there
there are aigus ofaglat. At Buffàlo, for

F ins tance, thanks te, the constant influx of
Germatta and Irisht, tite supply cf unskii-
led labeur lins reached the point cf satu-

* ration, aud in California there see.ms te
* be ne end cf Chinese.

DROUGIIT AND FIEE IN THE
NORTHWEST.

Our correspondenta ini tte IZorthwest-
eru States scnd us distressing details of
the effects ('f tbe two Montha' dreught
tbreughout the mont cf that regilou, and
of the terrible tires wliich have, in a great
meaure, r'emuited therefreut. The eartb
Ïa dried Io inch 'a depilb ibat it- acta as a
conductor, and living trees a"e fidlisig

front t action of tito tire wivitii under-
mines thet.1 Streams aud wells are un-
precedcntedly low, or entirciy dry; ve-
getatiun is dried up; fields aire se pairched
thlait there, is littie succulet food for, stock.
The flre-flend bas foliowed w;0' appaliing
fury, causing fearfül destruction cf lueé
and property. For several weeks great
tires have been raging in the woods, in
the dried maries, aud 'aioug the.climes cf
raulways, cousuming buildings,' fences,
crope, and destroyiug hive stock, desolat-
ing luundred. cf square miles, sud routier-
iuîg homelese aud witbout food or cwpioy-
ment thousands cf men, women, ad ciail-
dreta, just at the opeuiîng cf winter. The
loa i' 'ife is cf frightful magnitude, and
rareiy lu tlae history cf the worid have
these tires been equalled ln the destruction
of humant life sud cf property, sud ini the
desolation cf whole commanities. Towus
sud villages have been swept out cf cxiat-
ence in tue space cf a few hoars, and
thousR1ndi cf human beimîga have lîcen
burîued, drownei: or have failen victime
te otiier violent fc» Las cf death. Net iess
titan fifty villages, in tho States cf Wis-
cousin auîd Michtigan, have been wholiy
or iu part d2stroyed. The towu cf
Pesbtigo, Wisconsin, with a population
of 1,500 te, 2,000. has been entireiy cou-
sumced, mot a vestige cf its habitations
remtaining, sud those ouly cf its popula.
tiou escapcd i'ho threw flîenselves ito
the water sud reaclued tc opposite shore.
Hundreda were burned, suffocateti, aîtd
drowned. This tire, driven by the iaigh
wiîîds, swept over au arcs cf cirgbt miles
square, destroyiîag bouses, barns, feuces,
etc., aîîd tue loss cf life wiii ramber over
a zhousaud. The Belgian setulemenît cf
l3russels was aimost euitireiy consumcd,
many persons are missiug, and the sur-
vivors are leitL destitute amnid the sles cf
flîcir ruined hiomes. The whole cost,
frein Green Bav tô Menomonee, bas beea
devastated, maiiy villages consumed and
iteir p>opulation miade houscless wander-
ers, depcîtdeît apon cbarîty for the neces-
suries cf life. Oit the eust shuore cf Green
Blay flue ioss ol lire is placed as bigla as at
Peslhtige, sud the destruction cf buildings,
fenccs,. stock, &c., is complete. More
titan a dozen towata aloaug the eastern
shore of Michuigan have been swept away,
atud many hutadreda cf people leit witlu-
out food or shielter. A large district, lu-
ciading several towas, haa been devastated
on the western coast. The tewn of
Msnibtee, with a population cf 4,0<>, bas
sutYered severely by the gaines, aud the
]osn cf prcperty is stated at flot leus titan
one million cf dollara In the ocuties
cf Huron aud Saîiifac, with a total popu-
lation of 24,000, teD lhumad Diust cern-
meute life anew, haviàg lest everything
bot their liv,,.. Besides the frightful leo.
of hife reportea, handreds have been dis-
*ble, rnîeuuy partially roaated, cauaiugad-

di glataufraugand dtlion tbrougk--

eut the region devastate(t. Detroit, Port
Iltron, Milwaukee, and other citieti have
co:tvertecl ail available spîtce itîto ito8pi-
tais, and the citizeus have becomte nurses.

Dest. uctive tires are aiso raging îu the
forese and on tlue prairies cf. iiunesota,
Iowa. Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Kanisas,
Colorado, Wyomingý,, Dakota, aîtd iii
Oiîtario, Cantada, involvîing immense-
losses cf prolierty, of live stock, and of
humait life. In Minnesota file tire swept
over te prairie iuto the forests cf Glen-
ccc, Le Sueur, Manknto, and 'New Ulmt.
The tire is said"to have reachei nearly as
fuir southi as the Iowa border, aîtd at te,
tie Minniesota River. Mitîy sitail towna
have been cooepletely destroycd, and tlac
*farins iu the truck of the flairez; have
been almoat iuuvariably swept of buildings,
fences, creps. &c. Northerru £Minnesota
its aise the field of similair disasters.
Nemaha aud other couinies iii Kansas
htave suffered froin these prairie tires;
also variloas sectionts cf Missouri aîud tlac
other States nanmed. lit Califoatnia tires
are saaid te be raging iu tlac mouuntains
tce whole leuglu cf te Stite. Copious
raina in tlue regions cf the Nortbwest,
whici have been tlie most learfuily
scourged, have diminirlied tue ravages,
and may soion exbuast flae destructive
powe.r of the flameâ ; but tic devastatfun
aiready atccomplislied is sickhetitig te, cou-
template, and the sufferings cf tlae people
must lie great flae easuiiig wiîiter, aud the
agricultural intera-sts cf the burued dis-
tricts wiii be cripple4 for soute time te
come.- Commissioner of .Agriculture,
LT. S. A.

DIRECTIONS FOR THE PROPER
MNANAGEMENT 0F THE FLAX
CROF.

CO3IPILED BT THE~ COM1MITTEE OF TUF,
SOCIETT FOR TIE PROMOTION AND
IMPROVEItENT OF TRE GROWTH OF
F.LAX IN IRELAYND.

The folicwing- directions have been
carefufly -arrangea from thc mas of in-
formation obtained by the Society, and
their agriibulturists, during their four
year? experience, in the improved sys-
teut cf mnanagemnent- By this systemt,
Irish flux bas been produced, which
brougbt, lu soute cases, the high prices of
£90 to £140 per ton :

SOIL AXO ROTATION.

By attention and careful cultivatien,
good flux may be grown on varieus soils;
but sorne are much better adqiptea. fer it

a= others. The buat la a Sound, dry..
deep icarn, with a day subsoil, It is
very deairable that * the ]a.na rbeuld b.
properly diralnea, ana subeolled ; as, when
it la saturated 'with elt)ter underground
or suarface 'water, gecd flax esuot be ex-
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