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though severil of his classmates have

made their mark he might alinost have
been said to be without a peer. 1lis
pastorate was short but successful.  As
a teacher he was Jucid and pointed,
possesed of 4 powerful illustrative fac-
ulty and accuracy of thought and ex-
pression which  marked his strongly
logical and philosophi¢ mind.

In 1892, after the Assembly had de-
cided to hold a summer session at Win-
nipeg, ’rof. Thompson was one of the
first to offer his services. In spite of
his delicate health -he again lecured
during the summer session of 1894, and
delivered many  discourses from  city
and countiry pulpits which will long
remain fresh in the minds of those who
heard them.

he church will miss the self-denying
Iabors of such 2 man. 1lis place will
be hard 1o fill but, blessed be ITis Ioly
Name who has scen fit to call him to
his reward, her work will not cease,
but prosper, until the harvest is sgath-
cred in and He shall have declared that
“Pjme shall be 1o more.”™

The Eustern Question: —

The eye of the world is on China ; its
gaze is lurned eastward.  The hugest
nation of the Orient is being taught its
letters. and that under the tutelage of
a pation  wntil recently comparatively
obscure and insignificant. It is a con-
flict between castern and western ideas.
between ancient barbarity and modern
science, and the contest is one not ditli-
cult {0 umpire. The Chinaman clings
to antiquity, to ancient forms and pris-
tine customs, and trusts in mere num-
bers and doggedness, vather than in a
well-trained, patriotic soldiery and good
generalship. The amphibious Japs ave
demonstrating in {he Iast what Bri-
tain demonstrated in the West, and
what Greeee and Spain taught the
ancient and mediaeval world, that tl.le
loyalty of its subjects is the corner-stone
of a mation. Like cattle the Chinese

have been herded into the ranks, only
to stand cowardly and cringingly before
the cnemy, to be routed in the first on
slaught.  The Japanese, on the other
hand, have been well disciplined ; their
oflicers born to command ; their tactics.
modern, and their war-appliances repre-
sent the latest achievements of military
seience. Who could not predict the re
sult ?

RBut the situation may be viewed in
another aspect. While the scientifie in-
vestigator is studying the efticieney of
military confrivances and marine in-
ventions as they are being employed in
actual war operations ; while the states-
man is looking on from the standpoint
of nations, apprehensive lest the balance
of power may in any degree be dis-
turbed ; while nation vies with nation
and power with power in sclfish rivalry
and kKeeps its war-ships hovering near,
ready to seize any prize that may offer;
we turn oour eyes thitherward in the
interests of humanity and  Christian
progress and ask, what will be the out-
come ¥ We see the exclusiveness of the
Chinese crumbling away. We see the
superiority of western ideas to castern
vindicated, and we ask, wherceto shall
this lead 7 Shall the religion under
whose influence western ideis as in-
wipreted in modern scientitic achieve-
ments, have gained such an ascendancey
over eastern, win a readier aeeess there?
This certainly is a crisis in the Orient—
the Orient that is so bound up in our
minds with missionary enterprise. 1t is.
moreover, it crisis in missions. Che old
faithis are bheing  wndermined ; teir
massive  structures  are  bheginning 1o
totter ; and even as this ancient cmpire
is suceumbing to its smaller but pro-
sressive rival, so we feign take its over-
throw asx prophctic of the surrender of
heathen darkness to the influences of
Gospel light. Even now we see the dim
slimmerings of the dawn  streamings
over the hills of castern darkness and
superstition—the Sun of Rightcousness
arising with healing in Ilis wing.




