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1HE OLD TESTAMENT -ND THE NEW SCIENCES.
1By REV. P>ROF. SCRIGER, D.D.

vi.-TiiE ORIGIN OF. LANGUAGES.

The Book of Genesis represecits miankind as originally be-
longying to one faniily, hence for a tinie " of one language and
of one speech." To this viev nmodern science, under the in-
fluence of tlue evolution tlieory., is more and more ready every
day to agree without deinur. But wlIuei we ask hiow the
ninitifarjous languages and dialects now spoken have arisen
,%ve get ain.swvcrs thiat on the face of ilheni seenm to be diverse
and mnconsist ent.

The Bible story of it is exceedingly picturesque and quite
circumstantial. Whien, aftcr the deluge, the families of -die
sons of Noahi had miultiplied and thecir descendants began to

scatter far froin the ancestral home, the project wvas fornied
of'building a linge tcwer. The object of this is not ver-y clear.

The Jewishi traditional viewv, as given. iii Josephius, is that it
%vas for the purpose of providing a refuge against another
flood. Much more probably it -was intended as a citadel or

fcrtress to dominate the earth a'-id hiold mankind together in

one uniiversal empire. Whiatevcr tue design, it is rcpresented

as displeasing, to hieaven, and wlien the building had been partly

acconuplislied, its completion wvas frustrated by a divine judg-
mient whicli confuscd the speech ofA te worknuen and made it
impossible for thicii to iundcrstand eachi other's wants or orders.

It lias coinmonly been takei for grtanited thiat the event wvas

sudden and nuiraculous. The lanrguages thus formied are pre-

sunied to nuaintain and perpetuat-e tlîenselves in suicceedintg

ýgenerations.
Mlodemn philology, on the other hand, gives a very different

account of the nuatter. According to it the formation of new

langumages is a perfectly natural process wvhichi iay be waféched

in progress to-day in. every part of the world by anyone w~ho


