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-very enjoyable evening was had by ail present,
sangs and music being a. part of the entertain-
mnent. Refreshments were servLd about mid-
niglit and several taasts drank, ahl jolning niost
hPartily In the toast of "Uur Hast," and agaîn
to Mrs. Gill, w\hu had taken great care in pre-
purlng the splendid spread Nwhîch ý%as p)ravided.

_:0:

E very member of the Order owes it to, himself
and family to make proper provision against
-the possibulities of d 'ath. The Endowment
P-ank provides for the' iýsuance of certificates
to Pythians for $500, $1,000, $2.000 and $3.000, s0
that there is no excuse in any eligible rnenber
of the Order being without protection. It cati
be obtained at comparatively littie cost, and
's safe and secure.

FIDELITY.

Written for, the "G renter Advacate" of Minneai)-
olis by Past Grand Chancellor M7. L. I-Ieiskell,
of Indianapolis, Grand Instructor for Do-
main of Indiana.

Webster defines Fidelity, "as faithfulness, ad-
herance to r!ght, careful and exact observance
-of duty, or discliarge of obligations." To Nvhat
-x te nt should this x'irtue lie în'acticed in the Or-
decr of Kn:ghts of Pythias? To one w"ho iîndex'-
-stands tht' nature of an obligation and has the
moral capacity to observe it (and none other
should lie admitted), its l)ractice should lie abi-
solute and universal. Any other way, anarchy
lies. And, ar'e %%*e not as an Order, tending in
tilat other direction? Are \ve not departing from
-the "Dinigo" of the Supreme Lodge, to wvhichi
aIl of us have giv'en our' pledges of honor and
voN' of allegiance? And this. too, with that
giorlous example of Fidelity ever before us, as
furnishçd by the protatyp)es of the Order-Da-
mon and Pythias-whose devotion to this v.:îtue,
nnd principle, brought them, ecd in turn. ta
the headman's block.

Whbihe tie above niigh-t lie a fitting introduc-
-lion to "furnish food for thougit" in other

departmients of our -work, I shall use It in Its
auplication ta the rltualistlc. Every membet' of
our Order -w ho has had the honor and dignity
olf the position of Chancellor Commander con-
f.ýrred upan hlm, has been required to subserihe
to the ft.luowlng. amang other obligations: "T,
preserve the ceremonles of the Order from
change or innovat:on." Hovw lightly some con-
.-der ths obligation, you Icnowv without the tel-
linig. I arn one of those wvho believe that the
Supx'Lme Lodge promulgated the ritual of the'
Oî'Uer, t%*Ith the understanding that it w'as the'
l;ighest lau-, and that its provisions and require-
trients were binding on aIl.

But is flot the tendency of the times alarm-
ingly in the direction of disregarding that
SoliCITn and binding obligation, and rendering it
of no effeet? The answer to the question must
be in the affirmative, when you find the entire
Grand Domains, and the officers at the head.
-gving£ tacit consent to the dramatically incllned
in the various lodges, to go to almost any leng-th
ini carryîng out their own individual :deas, con-
trary to the ritual and laws of the Order in the
ecremonies Incident to the conferring of the sev-
c-i ai ranks. But the climax is reached after this
license bias had full sway, and these brilliant
individua! (not ritualistie) productions, are pre-
,4ti ted to the admiring gaze of the adheirents
of that special domaln, through the so-called
rank wverk, to find those h-igh in authority, and
lionored iii the councHIs of the Supreme Lodge,
lauding to the skies and comnmending this class
c-f work, flot owned or recognized, but expressly
and positively forbidden by the Supremne Lodge.
W\'hat %'hll be the resuit of this utter disregard
of' obIUgations and la-ws, if allowed to go un-
checked? A spirit of rvalry and unrest will take
possession of the Order, and the study and aiii-
bation will be to continually add to the wvork.
tc, get ahead of thE other fe*lowvs. and large
amounts 0f th.? rnoney of the lodge will lie
squandered in placing. these glittering innova-
tionis on the Iloor with becom!ng pomp and
siblendor. Hear what the Supreme Lodge says
on this subject in the installation of the Master
o'f the Excliequer: "Let your InfIucence be ex-
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