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a travelling-bag, and opening it, lianded
the parcel to the General saying:

'"X1our Ex'cellency is conferring the
greatest favur upon nie. But, 1 trust,
General, before ieaving, you will accel)t a
glass of wine-or-

Notlîing, nothi-ig whlatever," inter
rupted the other liastily ; Il remiember,
tiien, you have but to conie to Ile as soon
as the gentlemen of the comniittee are in
town. 1 wishi you a vcry good-miorning,,."
And witli quick miilitary precision as lie
liad corne, the Gencral mioved toward

- the door, oipe-ned it, and closing it sharply
behiind imii, Serge heard the spurrcd heels
trampj noisily down the long corridor, and
a moment later standing at the window,
behield lis visitor seated in a handsonie
sleigh, drawvn by two spirited dark gray
horses, turil to the lefr, and dissapear up
the Né-vsky Prospèkt. Giving a sigh of"
relief, as lie realized that lie w~as now free,
Serge stepped before the mirror that
div'ided the two windows. and -glanccd
anxiously at bis rellection, and as lie stili
stood gazing a sul)dued coughi and dis.
creet knock at the door nmade liim turn
sharply about.

Il ho is there? Corne in !"lie called
out imipatiently ; and then to, bis surprise
saw Uic proprietor of the hotel, a wiry
littie Frcnchmnan befote hirn, and hieard
hinm say with a liesitating boiw

"'Monsieur lias hiad a visit fronm
General G-."

IlWhy yes,' assented the youtig man
adding, sornewhat hastily Ilyou know hinm,
Isuppose?"

IlOh, of course! Who does flot know
our great Chief of police? But-" hiere
stainrnering sligliîly and growing rather
red, IlI hope Mon~sieur is in no trouble;
that is, ini no difficult position, whicb
would make ii-make him-liable

A sudden flash of fliglit burst upon
IPallen's nîind, and pcrceiving low that
el)isodc miighit be interpreted by those
unacquainted withl the facts of the case, he
said, smilingly: " Do flot be alarmed, my
friend, General G-, had heard, though
in what rngnner is a rnystery to nie, of my
having brouqht a sum of one hundred
thousand roubles to St. Petersburg. Now
it happens t4ýt the gentlemen to whoin I
was to deliveý this are both out of town,

and considering it unsaie for tue to kcep
so large a sunî about mie, the General
carne to advise mue to transfer it to some
place of safety."

T[le sharp) black eyes wvere observing
Serge narrowly as their owncr ejaculated:
"And y'ou ?1"

Il11 el you sec as hie kindly offered
to take charge of it for nie until it should,
be needed, 1 begged lii to do so. 0f
course it could be safer nowhiere than with,
(3eneral G- "

But tlierc wva- an uncasy look in the
littie Vrcnclînan's eycs a-i lie said, haîf
doubtingly: you have a receipt for the
rnloney of course."

IlA receijît! You do flot imuîagmne I
insultcd lus Exccllency by asking for such
a tliing ; or thiat I have any douibt of the
nîoney's beiiîg perfcctly s.îfe in his
keeping,? "

'Oh no ! ccrtainly not !' înterlposed the
calier, hurriedly, tliougli the look upon bis
face dcnoted clearly cnoti-,I huis disap.
jiroval of tlîe course tic youtiger muan lîad
followcd. Il AIl tlîc sanie, it would be
decidedly safer Io have a reccipt, but thiat,
of course, can lie vcry easily obtaincd, for
if you were to g 'o to tic Gencral's bouse 1
arn vcrv sure lie wvould give you one mni-
nmediately.")

Serge, nowv tlioroughly aroused neded
no fardlier urging, and scarcely beeding
the little Frenchmnan's last words, wvas
hurrying froîîu tle roorn. Up)on rcaclîing
the hall bclow he called an izvoscliik,
wliose horse wvas iii better condition than
the generality. "lTo General G-'s!1"
Go quickly and you shail have a good
reward.»

How interminable the Nèvsky Prospèkt
seemed, despite Uhc excellent speed made
b'y the sturdy little Finland pony. At
last the Adniiralty (or Navy l)epartment)
was reached, and turning to the left they
were soon at the General's door. 1-f ar.
ing froin the Sclivetzar that His Bxcellency
was at home, Serge hurricd up the broad
stairwvay, and wvas ushered by an orderl)
into a rooni whose principal furniture wvas
a vast writing-table, covered with papers
of every description. Over the nuantle
hung a fine picture of Karazin's ; and j ust
as I>allen had ail but forgotten bis errand
in the contemplation of luis surroundings a
deep voice close beside himn said:
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