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OBSOLETE STIMPS,

A$ some discussion has taken
place” of late with regard to the
matter of destroying the obsolete
postage stamps, we have made in-
quiries which have resulted in our
obtaining the following mform'mon‘
The reasons for destroying the ob-
selete stamps may be classed under
three heads, (1) Lo insure a thorough
.nd accurate audit, (2) to retrieve
the zeputution of our postal service
which has greatly suffered abrod
through  questionable  methods
adopted in the past, and (3) to re-
move {rom postal officials the possi-
bilities ana mducements to stamp
jobbing which now exist.

Newfoundland  stamps may be
divided into three classes: (1) actn-
ally absolete issues, (2) the Cabot
issue, (3) the Royal issue, ‘The
Royal issue is takidg’ the pla:z of
tha Cubot series, as the latter be-
tomes‘ékhausted, and al present 14,
I 2, 3 ‘and 3 cent s;amps are on.

sale.’ »

Although postage qtamps co»t
only a small percentage of their.face
value, yet, the fact :remains that i in
the colony they actually pass at face
value, and _may consequemly be
regarded as in a sensz paper money.
The unsatisfactory manner in which
these artigles bad, been :handled
causéd the ldte govemmmt to re-
move all except those in impjediate
use to the vaults-of ihe Colonial
Building, but when an Auditor-Gen-
eral was appointed it Wwas deemed
unnccessary to continue the system.
Matters, however, called for inter-
fergnce, when it was found that
saveral issues of the same denomin-
ation were on sale at the same time,
advertised as such by the Postmaster
General, and thercfore under Gov-
ernment sautction.
became imperative. The vast quan-
tities, of.stamps in stock rendered
this almost impossible of perform-
ance
-necessary that tbeé postage s'amps
-of the colony *should be confined to
.those issues actually in use. When
‘we say that over half a million of
‘obsolete! stamps alone remained in
the Post Office on June 3oth last,
. the force of the Audi.or-Gcnernl’s
suggestions will be very evident.

Writing to the Colonial Secretary
urider dae Sept. 20th, and Hon.
Mr. Robinson has kindly furnished
us with a copy of the letter, the
Auditor says :—

«“With reference to the cnclosed‘

balance of stamps remaining in the
general post office on the 3oth day
of June, 1899, I have, the honor to
“state 3=

(1) That for purposes of audit it
is “vecessary that the obsolete and
‘undescsiary stamips should be des-
“troyed after ressonable notice. With
so many issue,nof the same dencme
- ination it wil! ‘be. extremely difficilt]-

Immediate audit

It was thercfore the more

to follow the wnthdrawals on mnted
accouut, mtelhgently and correctly

(3) The possibility of “obtaining
stamps of old issues at face value:
offers a chance to post office offinials
for speculation. It'iy highly unde-
sirable that such an opportunity
should exist.

(3) All the denominations of
obsolete issues have been replaced
by either the ‘Royal’ o the ‘Cabot’
i* sues and are there‘ore of no use
for purposes of postage or revenue.

(4) The'sanie gpplies to the 1c.,
2¢.s 3¢. and 5c. of the Cabot issue
which has been replaced by the
Royal issue of the same denomin-

lation.

(5) The 6oc., 35¢., 30C. and 24c¢,
of the Cabot issue are practically
uscless for postage purposes, a fact
evidenced by the large number of
24c. of:the obsolete issue remaining
oa-hand, although the original stock
(ro0, ooo) was obtnncd as far back
as 18665+
. For the- .xbove reason I beg re-
spéctfully to suggest the destruction, | ==
after reasgnable notice, of all stamps.
Bi'the Cabatjsiie, of the foflowing
dgnOmmanons, i.e.:, 10 2c., 3¢,
4¢, 5¢., 24¢c. 3oc., 35¢. and Goc.
The 4c. stamp is very scldom,used.
The retention of the: Cabot issue of
6c., 8c., 1oc. 12¢. and 15c. denom-
inatiop, until replaced b stanmps‘of
another issue.

stamps shall - be ordered for post
office account, either new issues or
eeprints of old issues, except on
order of the G vemor—m Coxmcnl or
the Colonial Secretary.™

These recommendations are being
carricd out .by. the Gavernmeat
except so far as the destruction of
the 4¢c., 24c., 3028, 35C. and Goc.
Cabot is t:oncerned, as qt'tmps of
these denominations may” yet pfove
of use and the cost of new issues be
theretore obvidted.

It is high time that the purchasc
and salé.of postaga.should be rigidiy
guarded and a system!6f" speculanon
whether by the colon) or ils oﬁ'cnls
and which is pernicious’ and demora
alizingy be frowned, dg\vn. Tle.
obsolete stamps, will bt -dustroyed it,
the présence of' \\1tneascs,and Tepre-
sentatives of the prcss xon Tuesdny
or Weduesday next.:. *
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Dominican Reb{lhlxc. ’99‘. Jubnleo

1, 2,5 and 10c, thé set.....$ 35
Ecnador, Officials, ¥99,"2, 10, 20

and 50c, the set .....,..... 110

Cook Islands, 12 p., blue....... 03
South Australia, *99,12 p.,green 03
South Australm,'zl- 2p., blue. ~ 09
Great Barrier Jslind ,Pigeon
. Post, 6 pense }?]..., vesess 23
Great Barrier Isljngd- ngeon
Post, 1 shilling...5¢....... 40
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Cuba, 1891 20¢ blue, unnsed
0. G. All prices net, $2.70.
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The Huater (Jollec'tlon; i3 sold and re-
alized $"7 000 the largest amonnt
ever obtained at public anction for
any_collection. We have three
other fing sales for. this season., |

MARCH—A grand general coliectio‘n.

-+APRIL—Herrick collecuon, contain- .
ing many gems.

MAY—Deats coﬂectxou of - United
States Roxonue‘x.
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