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RAILWAY STEALS.

Iii speakinig of the Quebec railwvay steal niow convulsinig E asterni
Caniada, the Mionitreal Gazet/c says:

"CThe Baie des Chaleurs is onie of those roads, sornewlîat plentiffnl
of late iii Caniada, onl the conistruction of wliich the conitractors dlo
flot calculate to speiid aniy of thieir owni nîoney. Go-veriiinenit aiffl
mnunicipal graiits and tlue issue of bonids are looked to supply ail
the funids hîecessary, aiid per]uaps leave soniethinig for the " boy,
as Mr. Beaty facetiously called hirnself iii onie inistanice. Thie
mnoney voted by Parliaiinexît lias beeni paid ; the coinipaiiy cornes to
Parliarnenit withi a request that: it be granited niew powers ; certaini
clairnanits agyainist it allege that it lias failed in its obligationis andf
lias îlot paid its just debts, anid ask for legi5,lation to comipel it to
meet its legal liabilities. Tfle actions of iienibers of the coii-
paniy itself briing its affairs before Parlianienit, they are accused
there, andPalinunt whvich lias paid liaif P million dollars for
the Iine, lias a riglit to find out wliy the -%ork it lias provided tlue
înoney for lias liot beeni accornplishied. "

The disgraceful revelationis iii comnection with the Quebee road
should lead to a careful. consideratioxi of tlie wliole questioni cf
grovernurienit aid to railways. It is iiot the first tinie tliat scanidai-
ous misappropriationi of public iiioney lias occurred in coiiîiectioni
witli railway sclieunes. Undoubtedly tlîe counîtry lias received iii-
calculable good frorn the governimenit aid extended to, certain rail-
ways, as iii tlîe case of the CndaîPacifie; but at the saie tinie
there lias beeîî a great, deal of rottenniess iii connIEction with naniy
of these governnîent aiced roads. In tlîe first place, aid lias ofteni
beeni secured througlî political inifluenice, wvire pulliing an(îd genieral
crookedness, aîîd ilot ou accounit of the special clainus of tlie roaid, S
oîr tlîe integrity of the pronioters. Secoîîdly, aid oiice secured, as
in the Qn bIEc case niow L'efore the public, anid also iii the case of 0
thue Maîiitoba Cenitral, referred to by tue Gazette, lias been mis-
aprorr:ated. for personial gainu and îîot for the colistructiou of tlie
rond. Iii fact, the proniotig of railw'vays lias, iii certainî cases, D

sirnply bcen takeîî advaiitage of as a mnics of stealiing public pro- b
perty. Tlie securig of a rail-way charter siînply for the purpose ui
of selliiig it Nve dlaim is a fuisappropriation of public property. I
When a nuxnber of scheniers get hîold of a railway charter, anid C
miake it valuable by securinig governuent aid for thue proposed


