
Two Purse-Companions.
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EVFRYBeDY iu college wbo knew themi

e.t ail was eurjous to sece what mould corne

of a frienclship between two persons se

opposite iu tastes, habitudes and appear-

auce as John Silverthorii anud Bi11 Vib-

bard. John was a liard rea(ler, and~ Bill

a iazy eie. jobun was thin ani graceful,

with sonîetbing pensive yet free and vivid

lu bis nature; Bill was robnst, prosaic andc

conventi<nal. There was ain air- of iieglect

and a prospective sense cf worldly failure

about Silvert1îorn, but you would at once

bave siugle<l out Vibbard as hîeiuug wel

Cared1( for, and aldapted te iiusi bis way.

Tbcîr likes and distikes even i n the mat-

ter cf amunsement wvere dissmnuiar; andl

Vilubarul was ea8y-goiiig andl popular,

wbîle silverthomn was shy and hall tew

acquaintances. Yet, as far ais possible,

tbey were always with each other; t.hey

ro<uued, worked, walked and ou nged i n

couipany, and1 often flade niutual conces-

siolis of tasto se tbat they îuigbit avoid

1>ing separateti. It waxS aIse (isc<)vered

that. thengb their atllowanices were uin-

eqlual, tbey hall put themi togetheër and
paid ail expenses out of a comnion purse.

Thueir very difl'erences flade tbis alliance

a great advantnge ii sonule respects, and

it wam reiereti stronger luy the fact tbat,
however incompatible Outwarcly, tbey

both agreed in acting with an earnest

straightforwardness.
But perluaps I had. hetter describe how

1 first saw thei together. It was on a

saturday, wben a good mially ii were

alwvays Sure te Le found disporting theun-

selves on the lualh-fieid. I used te exer-

Cise "Y owni mluscles by going te loek at

tbemn on these Occasions; ani ou that

particuhar day 1 caine near heing bit by

a sudden bail, which was cauglit by an

active, dartiîîg figure jnst in timie te save

iny head from an awkward encounter. I
nndded to îuy rescuer, ani called out cor-
dially, " Thank yen."

IAil riglit," said ihe, iii a gluin toue
meant to) be good-naturediy modest.

Look out for yourxo,/f xîext timie."
It was Bill Vibbard, then iu the latter

part of his freshînian ycar; and uot far
distant 1 discovered lis couirade Silver-
thjorn, w-atching 1il1 in silent admiration.
Thcy continued slowly on their wvax te-
wvard fin oak grove, whiieh then steooi ucar
the field. 8ilverthorîî, a sinaller figure
t bau Vuld>ard, wore a suit oif uuiiforrn tint,

mladle of sleazy gray stuif that soiiîchow
lit Once gave nlie tbe idea thalt it was taken
olit cf lus nulother's discarded dresses. 1lis
face was uearly colorless without beiug

pallidi; and the faixut golden clown on bis
cbeeks andl upper lip, instend cf beiug
(hisagreeah>ly juveihe, rval added to the
pleasaut dreamniness that hluug like a haze
over bis mli Young features. Ile was
slender, lie carried biniseif rather quaint-
ly; but bis gaibwas buoyant and spirited.
At that season the lilacs were in hloomi,
and 8ilvertboru held a gloricus pluille of
the Pale blossonîs in bis baud. What the
first toucb cf fire is to the woods in au-
tumnin, the bhooiug cf tbe flac is to the
new sumniner-a inlystery, a beauty, te()
exquisîte te) last long intact; evanesceut
as buinan breatb, yet, like that, fraught
with inicalculabile vaines, Ail this Silver-
tbori muust have feit te the full, judging
from tbe tender way in wbich he lieid tbe
flowers, even while absorbed in talk withi
huis friend. Ilis fingers seemied conscieus
tlîat tluey were touchiug the dlue te a
fluer life. lu Vibbard's warin, tougb fist
the binecs would have faded witbin ten
minutes. Vibbard was stocky and nius-
cular, and lus feet went dewn at each


