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,II0W' 1 LOST MY LEG.
A RAiLWAY ADVENTLJI1.

S 31P ypara sixîce, fnt atime iin Iroland was
greally distitibed by liehitical agitation, iL

lvas My fortune tuo rc alic e ns a vtnoss aiost
tiVe men ibo biail been rheî'ged with n grarine
ouitrae, and Nwlioso conviction my evidenro Ledt
licipeul te occure. As I1c lef te court, 1 noticod
ttu91 I was cîosely-waîclîed by tLreo or flotir
s.iviîge.îookçing men, whio, 1 wns efforvards iii-
farxned, wvemo relal ives and frienduiof tLe couviof,
nnd whbe, I miglît Mnost cortainby look upion ns
xiy future ceillies.

A few nuonflis alfcmwnrdq, I missedtihe lest
train feoin tLe sane otvn, and ns tho distance to
my homne was net more than six or seven miles,
1 resolvod to wraik. Scoe, to mny extremo nu-
noyanco, I discorered <fiat 1 iras foilowed byheo
mon 1 hanve referrcd te, andt 1 had little doubt'
<hînt Saule outrage iras infeudeti.

If I cotult conceal iyself tlt I hey passeti by, 1
fet tient 1 migît, ho eavei. 1 fenret h more on-
ivarde, lest thcy sbouli heernMy footfnîl, as 1 hl
licard theirs. 1 lookcd eagorby nround. Throtîgli
tiîo dira liglit 1 saw a mess of bmambles alînost
besitie me. There ires a gap in thoin. Wîtboîît
* moneno's Lesitaflou 1 pligoti iii. Theme was
a terrible cracking of dry breuchesz, aî rending of
clothc", anti n honring ef flash, ante fle uxt in-
stant I Iny spmawling in tLe dent anti sTaDe cf n
bell-dry ditch.

In tire minutes my plîrsuers, for 1 coulti nOt
boit)x regarding thoin ns sîich, wrr opposite tLe
spot irliere I Iay enscenrot. TLey passtil on. Il
hegan te broathe mocre frely. Sutideuly îLe>'
stoppoti, nppareuly te listen.

IlI dan't licar Liii lootsteps now," 1 beard n
voice Say.

III tbouiht 1 heerd a cmnokling among tLe
branches ibis minute," sait anetxer. "lLotuslook
abont. Ali, these hotigeb l

The>' exeminodti hein for n moment, but aep-
peareti te Le ignorant of the dich that lay
bobinti.

Il 1, lîe's not thore 1 TLere's a lace Biould ho
ahove-ithnta wheorc t's gono,"l said a gnouf
voire.

Atioptiag tbis idea, they afpitily retraced their
Stops.

1 cusergod frotu my hiding-place. 1 kunei thoy
'trould soon discover their erer, and ho agalu ou
the right tract-. My snfety note depentict on my
spoot. Little more than a mile furthor on tbere
iras a road-side inn; if 1 coulti reacli thot I
tbeught I shoulti ho iu safcfy.

lu an iucrediblyshort specoofflime 1Iwas tLore,,
brenthbcas andi oxlausieti. The door was, Baut, but
n liglît gloameti throîîgh tic sbutters.

Witb a prayor of tlîanbosgivieg iu my licamf, I
kncketi loudly for admission.

My suimmons iras answoeoty a mnus voico
dcmnnding to know irLo iras there.
"A travoller," 1 ropliod, faint ly.
ItI is tee tel te oen to-nîght; i nam going toi

Loti," was the reply.
<' For boavcn's sake open tho doocr 1 I inspor-

cd; "Ilthere is lite anti doath upon iL I will pe>'
yen handsemely for incenreoienring you."

The- lest argument teck effect-I Leard a bar
'sfitbdrairn. Tho next mnoment I was wiîhiià the
bouse. 1 sunk on a chair, prostmatoti by fatigue
andi terrer.

"lPerbnps," 1 said, tn 1 tead oxplaineti thent
I iras pursuoi, "ayeu wen't object to xny lying
down on tLe seie homo tilt dayhight?"

Beforo ho coula. repi>' there iras a Tond knock-
ing nt the stroot-door.

IlDon't open, for tLe love et Ilcavon" 1 eax c-
cleimoti; "liL is these men. They bave discerer-
cd nc-tboy wili murder me."
Il'Ai right.-don'o Le afnaid. TLey shn't corne

in if 1 can belle if,"' ras the rcply.
Tho irorts Ladl scrrly pessed Lis lips irbon

tie mon more in tho bouse. Aller admitting mec
ho hai net replacotheUi bar', se the door wes on
tho Inte>. O glenco was sufficint-f Loy more

My pursuers.
cernome, corne, Mny laits, Balia the landiaord,

4170n ma go: out cf this. If's long paat shut-
tlog-np time, andi I na_ golng te - Led"
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'<Dring ni; soiu whisky, end belli your jnw,"
Baia Duo, suriuy.

'Tle land'ord wns a big, strong nan, bust lin
qenhlcd befrm tie onvae glances ivhicbà wero
cii5t upon blm. lie evidently feared to provoke
a contesa, si, tlintugLt it wns bettor to endenvour
to, get ria Gf them quietly.

Il eif 1 bring il, yiiu mnust be off the instant
yen ilfvO druno iL."

91 Va shall use0 olr own mnds about thaf," lv'ns
tic insolent repuly.

lierai, then, 1 wasq Sitting xifhîin a few feet of
the men wlîoux, 1 fvit, hll voved my tieniL, ît-
terly Iîelpless, Wvith no chnce of escape. 1 met
denflh face to fie nt that mioment. 1 iotjkOuCl deq-
pairingly nt my host. 1 could rend no sign of
hope i bieun.

To got tlxem thec whi9ky be paqsed throlngh a
acior 1 ha nlot noticed before. IL ivas beside me.
lie closed it bchind ]lim. It opened oittivnrdls.
rie was absont several mintfes, and 1 licard it
rumbling noise. Diiring this finie fi wliiqpercd
conversation wns going on betxvec'îe, niyjîirstiers;,
but, close ns 1 wftî ta thoîn, 1 cclà nui Lt Iljztjîî-
gîîishi n word. Wlînt a liorror it was f0 be left
nlone with thcrn f 1 espertedl every inîstanît iliat,
<bey woudd rush lipon mue, oeil murder eue un the
spot.

At lengfiî tie landiord retiirnred, wiîlî a men-
sure of whisky in lus band lc lefL île door
paritl h1opé.-. ''bore wns no ire on tho licarîli ;
tlîo oîîiy lighit is a Single talloiw candie <fiat
burned or. the table wlîerp the mecn sat. In inia-
fîng thle whisky on the table, lie manageai to ex-
tinguislî iL. TÉle plnce was iii totalI dnrhness.
instantiy 1 fuit a powerful grasli xiluon niy arin, t
knew nlot ivherler <Let of fried or foc. 1 iras
dragged a few stéps, a door sluxmmed, rand 1 iws
in the open nir, with the handiord beside me. lia
rolled sosnelieavy-lokhingobject aniust the door
-it leokcd libre a mill-stono--aod thon Said, li,î
riediy-

ciOff witb yen over the fiplds. You'1l find at
bouse n qunrter of n mile off.",

"But vourselfV' I said.
1I ca; take care of myself. Blut get off-you

bnve no tinie to loso.Il
I bed not, for white lie spoke n yeti of rage

burst frcai the bouse, and kicks andi blows raluei
UPOIX tic door, until the planks creckcd andi
sjulintered.

WVith my feet wingedl with terrera 1 spoti on
lîke a hunted decr. Crash 1 1 krîew the lest frail
berrier between my pursuers nnd myseif hadl
given way. I heard their tierce lîowl ns tbey burst
fortha. I was several hundred yards nhond of obotu.
Now began the race for lifb or deaîli.

I wes always a good runner, but 1 nover ran
nes 1 rau that night, 8iinply bccauisc 1 nover rate
for so great n afake-it; seemeti to me ns thioîilî
I wero borne onwerds bynivhirwind. Thiogrounti
flew btuoath my feet; dtiuches andi gales wero
ovcrleeped, watts clnmbered over-no bernier
checkcd my speed. Miy preservor Land spoken of
a bouse. I looked rount, but coulai discern,
nothîng througb tLe gloom. 1 must have pnssed
over double tLe distance lie lied mon tioned. 1
miust have tlion n wrong direction. I -mas ai>-
tancing my pursuers n lifLie, but this despomto
peca couiti net Le képt nie miucx longer. Miy
broathwna lest fniling Me, MY strongtb tmust soon
givo wey, andi then 1 sbiould drop to the caris
from oxheustion, nnd every second 1 ien tLe risl-
of being hurîtti to the grouud by soule obstacle
in nîy patb, îvbicb the dnrkncss would prevent.
me soeing.

Saddenly I f&IL xyslldesconding wil h fniglif-
fui rapidiîy. 1 coulai not nrrost my speeti; 1 just
La presenceocf mid enough lcft t0 tlîrow myseif

backward-bad I net dono so1 shoubti inevîtably
have been dasheti te pleces. A thousanti lighis
dancoti bofore my oyes, but 1 was flot stunneti. 1
fourail myseif et the botfoni of a declivity, n
ounoos opeeing in tho catth,lilke a huge caecrn,

beforo me 1 ke flot whnt il; %ns-I tend net
sufficient sense left te think-it looketi like a
sholter. 1 drngged inyself along luto ils dePLh!,
until 1 feli prostratô in e swoon.

I know flot bow long 1 remnineti insensible. 1
awoke with a seneation of the Mnost parchtug
thirst; xny mouth ant bront felt ns tbough they
bail been soothoti witb bot ton. ThLq fcolingwes


