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his high office to suppose he made such a blunder.
But even as regards opening negotiations for a new
Treaty, it would have been good policy to let our
neighbours move first. As a matter of etiquette, it
was their place to do 8o, as Messrs. Galt and Howland
had unsucgessfully solicited them, on our behalf, two
years befere. We hope that Mr. Thornton's action
will not lead Mr, Seward to think we are prepared to
accept anything but fair and impartial terms, for we
aro assured that the Parliament of the Dominiou will
never agree to any Treaty which is not quite as profit.
able for us as for our neighbours, for experience has
proved to us that we are quite as able to do without
one ag they are.

One thing appears very certain: if a now Treaty is
agreed to next Spring, it will be far more compre-
hensive than the last one. Mr. Seward is reported to
have said that the last Treaty was drawn up largely
with & view of promoting an Annexation feeling
among our people, the next one would partake more
ot a commercial character, and be far wider in its
scope. Manufactures will almost certainly be em-
braced in any new Treaty negotiated, and possibly
the whole trade of the two countries may be placed as
nearly on a Free Trade basis az possible. We are con-
vinced our manufacturers are now prevafed for this,
and that the freer the commercial relations between
the two countries, the more we have to gain.

IMMIGRATION,
N article in a recent issue of La Minerve, on the
above gubject, states from & French Canadian
point of view, the difficulty, which attaches to the
obtaining of foreign eettlers in Lower Carada. It
states, in effect that English and German emigrants
will not remain in Lower, but immediately push on to
Upper Canada, that the English minority in this Pro-
vince would see in any means adopted by the Local
Government to secure immigrants from France or
Belginm an act of aggression and injustice. La
Afinerve offera to its English confreres for thelr study,
the question how to induce English speaking immi.
grauts to settle in Lower Canada, and points out the
unfairness of expecting this Provincs to pay a propor-
tion of the cost of attracting strangers to the country,
who wou!d only help to enrich Ontario and add to its
population.

For our own part, we do not conceive that the Eng-
lish minority in this Province, would oppose any
measures which would tend to bring into the country
settlers of actual means or of industrious habits,
whereby tlhiey could at once earn for themselves a live-
lihood, whether they were French or Germans, or
Norweglang, or even Chinese; the development of the
couutry would not benefit apy particular olass of
citizens, but would afford to all classes alike increased
opportunities for obtaining an independence. We trust
English speaking Canadians in this Province would
not show themselves imbued with the narrow-mind-
edness which would prefer to see the land unsettled,
rather than that the power of the majority should be
increased. Speaking for ourselves, we are in favour
of whatever will prove most efficacious to attract to
the Dominion of Canada, or any part of it, an in-
creased number of productive settlers, erpecially of
men who will occupy and cu'tivate the farms that are
tendered to their acceptance in all the Provirces. We
do not desire to have an immigration of merely labor-
iog men, whether gkilled or unekilled, unless accom-
panying them could be sent a corresponding amount
of capital to be invested for their employment: we
have now as many laborers as the capital here can
well furnish with work. and it would be uselees to
still further glut the labour market, when it is a
matter of notoriety that many are daily leaving the
country because it is impossible for them to obtain
suitable employment,

To those who are accustomed to tilling the soil,
Lower, as well as Upper Canada, offers great advan-
tages; and we thiok that any efforts made should be
with the intent of Increasing our agricultural popula-
tion. Free grants of land are undoubtedly powerful
inducements; but it has only been within the brief
limits of a twelvemonth that these free farms have
been offered to setilers, and the chances are that very
few of those who might be willing to avail themselves
thereof, are aware of what has been done. Pains
should be taken at the earliest possible moment to
give the widest publicity to the facts in all countries
where & super-abundant population would seem to
offer a good field foreffort. In France, where the sub-
division of the land has proceeded with great rapidity

and to an extent necessitating the closest attention to
the economies of tillage, we should imagine that many
would be found willing to exchange their minute
estates, from whence they derive a bare support, for
the comparatively princely domains offered to them
bere. They would settle, not amongst strangers speak-
ing an unknown tongue, but amongst the descendants
of their own countrymen, who would give to them a
hearty greeting, a cordial welcome to the land of
plenty. They would have little difficulty in becoming
accustomed to the differences in climate, and their
habits of constant industry at home would admirably
fit them for the toilsomeness ot a settler's life in first
undertaking the clearing and breaking up of the wild
land.

The great clement needful to the growth of this
young Dominion is the increase of its agricultural
population. Betore manufactures and commerce can
flourish, there must needs first exist a people whose
necessities are to be supplied, and who must be in a
position to purchase articles of home manufacture or
foreign production by what they can spare from the
produce of their lands. All classes of the community
are prosperous when abundant harvests bless the toil
of the farmers; but when their granaries are empty,
the anxious merchant has sleepless nights, and the
manufaoturer and bis workmen are fortunate if they
can work even on half time. There is no concealing
the fact that to the tillers of the soil and the tenders
of cattle, does Canada chiefly owe its prosperity, and
itis to these it will continue to owe it: consequently
the greater the number of the husbandmen, the more
wealthy will Canada become, and the greater induoe-
ments will she offer to all other classes, both capitalists
and laborers, to make her their home.

To sum up: to secure a large farming population is
the surest way to create opening for employment of
all kinds, whether commercial or manufacturing, and
the growth of the agricultural must in the very pature
of things precede, not follow, tho incrraze of all
other interests; therefore, the aim of all Jegislation on
ifmmigration should be to attract hither not artisans
or day labourers, but bona-fide settlers, who in push-
ing their own fortunes would add to the general
proeperity.

FAILURES IN THE HOP TRADE.
HE culture of hops in the State of Wisconsin has
met with a serious check this season. lora few
years past, hop raising has been all the rage there In
some counties, in particular, the farmeors seem to geta
little wild on the subject, and almost their whole
capital and attention has been turned towards raising
this crop. The cause of this is undoubtedly to be
found in the high prices ob‘ained for several years
Not a few were thus able to realize fortunes out of the
business in a comparatively short space of time, and
their success has led thousands in the United States to
embark in the eame line. It is said that the hop
‘“fever ”’ became so bad in some parts of Wiscons'n
that many well-to-do farmers mortgaged their farms
to enable them to commenoce hop-yards on a very ex-
tensive scale, which were expected to enrich their
lucky owners in & very short space of time. The end
of it is, & re-action this season which has landed
many of these in bankruptcy, and which has depressed
the whole hop interest to the lowest point. The price
of hops has fallen 8o low that a great deal of money
must be funk this season by the raicers ; indeeq, if we
are to fully credit the press of Wisconsin, the hop dis-
tricts of that State have been injured to an alarming
extent. 1hese fucts go to show what has so often
been observed before—that businesses which are
unduly proeperous for a season, are almost certain
soon to suffer a reverse. Their large profits attraot
oapital 8o rapidly, that soon the market is overstock« d
and s collapse in prices takes place. This appears to
be the end which has overtaken the hop business; but
there is every reason to believe that it will only be ot
a temporary charaoter, The demand for hops is annu-
ally increasing, and although many growers may go
down during the orisis, still fair profits will soon be-
come the order of the day again. We are glad to
know that a great increa:e has taken place in the cul-
ture of this crop in Canada of late years. In some
districts a large number of farmers devote at least one

fle'd to hops, and there are some individuals whose
hop-yards are 8o extensive as to take up their whole
attcntion. We do not desire to see our peo?le £0
into the business 8o recklessly as the farmers of Wis-
consin appear to have done; but if gone into in &
moderate and intelligent way, bop-raising will be
found to return good profits on the time and labour
invested thereon.

WILL SOMETHING BE DONE AT LAST?
HERE has heretofore been 8o much ¢a/k about en-
couraging Immigration into Canada, and solittle:
done, that we had almost begun to despair of any good:
being accomplished. But we are bound to say that
the prospects of the Dominion in this reepect, are:
beginning to Jook brighter. Several leading organs
of public opinion in England have recently called at--
tention to the importance ot this country as a field:
for Emigration. This has done much to render the
Domioion popular in this respect among our country-
men in Great Britain who are probably the most use--
ful class of Emigrants whom we can obtain.

Another hopeful sign is the facility with which Miss:
Rye secures means to bring out her cargoes of house-
servants—another hundred of whom are said to be on.
their way across the ocean. The Clerkenwell Emigra-
tion Society has also its agent at present in Canada.
This gentleman, Mr. Lynn, lately waited upon the
Ontario Crown £ands Commisgioner, and it is under-
stood that the gociety of which he is the representa-
tive, was promised every encouragement by Mr,
Richards, who gave full explanations in regard to the
Free Grants of Land now offered for occupation.
And last but not least, we are glad to observe that a
joint conferenco is about to taka place in Quebec be--
tween delegates appointed by the Dominion and Local
Governmenis, on the subject of Immigration We-
regard all these circumstances as affording some hope
that at last decided steps are to be taken to attract to.
Canada a share of those human tides which annually
flow from Europe to develope the resources and enrich
80 many new countries.

We bave never expected that Canada would be able:
to secura as large a share of foreign Emigrants as the
United States. The cause of this is plain, and it is: -
only a silly species of self-d>ception to ignore it: the
Prairie lands of Kansas and other Western States are:
considered by the majority, preferable to ours. But
notwithstanding this fact, we can offer settlers indunee--
ments which the great West cannot—we can offer
better markets, more stable institutions, and a healtbier
climate. If these advantages arc not enough to
counter-balance any difficulty to be met with in olear-
ing the bush, then the farmer has the timber to fall
back upon, which ie ampually enhancing in value.
These facts require not only to be made known through-
out Europe, but tle Conference at Quebec will fall far
short of its duty, if it does not decide upon aotive
efforts being put forth by intelligent agents in Great
Britain to direct the stream of Emigration hither. As
we have said already, there has been more than
enough of talk. The passage of a few resolutions and
the adoption of a few recommendations, will be mere
child's play. The time for action has arrived. The
varions Governments must be prepared to speud
something, if there is to be anything like reasonable
success,

Two or three good agents in Europe we regard as
indispensable. If the Governments are not prepared
to offer asgisted passages like New Zealand, there is
one way in which we think good might be done. The
agents might be furnished with plans of the Free
Grant Territory, and locate land to every able-bodied
man who undertook to come out and setile upon it!
Many would doubtless prefer to come out and choose
1and for themselves, but the very fact that they oould
obtain a title to a farm before Emigrating, would
draw attention to the Dominion, and ocreate an in-
terest in our Free Grant movement never before felt,
The ‘Emigration Gazatte,”” or some other well-con-
ducted journal, should be largely circulated through-
out t'e British Isles, and in several other ways could
intending Emigrants bo induced to cast in their lot
with us. We would particularly press upon the mem-
bers of the approaching Conference, the necessity of
doing something. 1f their meeting ends—as many
others have done in days gone by—in useless disous-
sion, it would be better it shou'd never be held.

‘Whilst on this subject we must raise our voice in
deprecation of the manuver in which some of the press
have treated Miss Rye, and also spoken of the Lon-
don movement, Not a little rude criticism not to
say unjust insinuation, has been indulged in against
both these Immigration movements. This course in-
volves both bad taste and bad policy. The British
pubiic evidently consider that Miss Rye descrves the
highest praise for her interest in the improvement ot
the condition of her fellow-countrywomen, and surely
Canadians have no reason to be dissatisfied. It may
be the case that a few of the girls whom Miss Rye
brought over last Spring have not turned out as well



