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A SHORT SKETCH ON KID GLOVES.

T HE use of gloves may reasonably be said to ante-datedefinite history of them, though in that remote periodwere not apparently worn for other than a protection against thiclemency of the weather or the thorns and brambles of the foiThe skms and sinew of wild beasts furnished the matenal. 'Egyptians scem to have been irst ta make gloves a distinct fashiproafs of which may bce scen on many monuments and carviand, indeed, the article itself of that pcriod, in elbow lcngth.
txposed in the Louvre in Paris. The lersians, Romans and elthe ancent Grecks of the second century adopted them, not spgall> for protective purposes, but as an adjunct to the luxurious drof the period. In spite of the condemnation of the Moralists athe contempt of the Stoics. the fashion grew ta great proportic
and while on the one hand the
glove became of practical use
when furnished with steel
coverings for protection in
battle, on the other it was a
fashionable fad. No limit was
placed upon the workman.
ship and value of the cm-
broidery of pearis and pre-
cous stones generally on a
fabric of silk or linen.

The glove bas always been
used as a symbol in various
ways ; as a defiance to an
enemy, as a pledge of good
faith toa friend. In the middle
agest was considered part ofa 
royal insignia and when sent
by royalty in response to peti-
tions was a warrant of ap-
proval highly prized.

As carly as the thirteenth
century the use of the glove,
though still of silk, was con-
sidered indispensable by
ladies of fashion. quite as
much so as in the present day.
But it was not till the reign
of Louis XIV that Frenrh kid
loves of light weight skns.

very much as we know them
to-day, appeared and were ex
ported largely to other coun.
tries. Even yet it is one of
the great industrie5 of that * Enrd Gunn.rrm
country. Grenoble. one of the most delightfully situated and pictur-esque cities in the world appears to have been from the ftrst identiedwith id glove making Its proportions and success attracted thecupidity of Louis 'XV It was taxed and hampered by him as arneans of revenue Ve under him it was so protected from unduccompetition and defective workmanship that a reputation for qualitywas established which gave a prestige to the goods and madc thetm

Samis the wald ovte Co etition, however, arose in Germany andSwitzerland carly in the eighteenth century. Many nea' (actantesapeared, but the increased supply was mte by an eqal denand.iscondition never altered except during and after the revolution,when high foreign tarriffs killed French exports and the home de-mand died with the nobles. Soit was not till the year zS34 thatGrenoble attained its former position. The invention of XavierJotatin rvoliuîonied the mode of gove cutung and introducied
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an accurate standard scale f sizes tilI then unknown. But it vasonly after many ycars cf patience and Struggle a1gainst oppositionthat his idea was recognized. Not till soine 2o years after his patenthad expired was it universally adopted by the other maers at
Grenoble with largely increased production. The production just
before the Franco.German war was estimated at over gooooo doz.,prabably over one third the entire aggregate production cf France,rLis and Milan being next in point of output.

Since that date other countries have competed with great
energy for the world's supply. Germany, Austria and Belgium in
lamb: schmaschen skins largely monopolize thatclass of demand.
This competition has seriously afTected the French glove praduct.which appears to have reached a maximum volume. Italy, espe-ally for low-grade in suede. glace and m n5 whites. is wellknown.England is famous for men's gloves. which are exported to very

-- ., centre of fashion in the

world. In point f excel-

lence, fit andgeneral " style"

they are without competition

rom other sources. except in
iight-weights of kid or lamb.
It is to say that over one

ahafmillion dozen gloves
are manufactured in England
yearly, and probably as much
more of all kinds imported.
Prague, in Austria, is a most
important glove manufactur-
ng centre, principally devoted

to lambskin quality. In 4o
years the output jumped from
30.ooo dozen to nearly 6oo,-
ooo dozen, and. owing to the
cnergy and ability of its mak-
ers, it is constantly increasing.
EngLand is its greatest custom-
er, as indeed she appears to
be that of every country the
world over. The United States
produce largely certain quali-
ties of gloves, but, in spite of
hostile duties. is a heavy bu) er
of the foreign article. chieil
of lighter weights

Canada may be proud of
the quality and style of the

-__ ,_ _ goods which her several large
factories turn out. No better

anam et-aheavy and lined gloves are
made anywhere. while themocha- undressed grades meet the wants Of the most cntcaltrade. Our own makers pretty well monopolize the home market.not necessarily on account of protection, but on the strength ofmerit. Our people arc per capita large consumers of kd gloves.They aregenerally vervexacting, preferringgood, reliable qualities.The trade is well served by French kid glove agencies, several

cof the best French houses having regularly constituted agents in this
country.

LADIES' GOODS.
S. Greenshields. Son & Co. are showing an exqusite line of

ladies' leather belts for spring and srmmer scason. in white. Dan-ish red tans, cream and black, an z8, U.4, a and 2X inchsAlso elastic belts in black and navy, ,% and 3 inches. Elastiebelting by the yard.
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