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SomethiingValuable.
Do any ask after ail thiat has been said, "Why

attach suchi importance to die Bible FI 1 answer.
"This B3ook unfolds Jehovahi's mind,

Tbis Voice salutes in accents kind,
This Friend wili ail our need suppiy,
This Fountain scnds forth streains of joy,
This Mine affords us boundiess wealth,
This Good Physician gives us health,
Tbis Sun renews and warmis the s9)ul,
This Sword both wvounds and makes us whoie,
This Letter showvs our sins forgiven,
This Guide conclucts us safe to licaven,
Thbi,, Charter lias been beaied withi biood,
This Volumne is the Word of God."

OUF OOLN r0Ow 1PVEÀLOHEIWS
ANID TE.&CHIRS,

NUGGEIS 0F GOLD FROMN THE b. S. LESSONS.

BY &'EFV. JOHN àICEWîcN, Sccretary S.S. Association
of Canada.

[Qetober 4.] EliBha at Dothan. [2! Kings vi. 8-2 2.1
J ehorarn, son of Aliab, îs king of Israel, and nimîhi kîig'

since the separatiori. His character is described in chap.
iii. 1-3.

I3en-Hadad, the son or worshipper of Hadad-the sun,
king of Syria.

TiiE APPROACH '1O THE LE-sSON.

The war carried on between the two countries wvas
closed with the dcath of Ahab. Read i Kings xxii, 29-
39. There had been a few years of comparative peace,
with occasional incursiorns for plunder, or possibiy to ob-
tain the person of the king. Se

How THF FAITHFUI. ARE DEFENDED.

and how rulcrs who seck to be faithful are encouraged
and hieiped. Ihe Syrians arc unexpectcdiy outwîtted in
ail their plans; at places prcviously agreed upon, they
made aîîlbuslade, but Elisha %%ab seLretly gling t..ounbel
to the kirg, and thereby thmarting the evil of Benhadad,
and bringing safeîy to Israel.

Observe the narne givcm to the prophet, Il he man of
God." His special servant to whom God revealed His
will, and the plans of His ememnies. So frequently did
this occur, that Benhiadad suspected treachery in the
camp. 7. 9- 11.

Une of hb sen anIs hiad the true reason, isupposed to
be Naarnan the healed leper),. v. i 2. Language express-
ing the utimost secrccy, but clear in God's sight.

WRATH AGAINST ELISHA.

Horses and chariots and a host. The surprised and
alarmed servant. Ils:. 14. 16. Read Psaim xxxiii i6. The
weak of faith are alwvays fearful.

The man of God is a man of prayer. vs?. 17, 18 ; Ps.
xxxiv. 7 ; lv. 18; xci . Il; Matt. xxvi. 53. We are nct to
regard this as a special revelation to the servant, but the
opening of the mental vision to wvhat is aiways about us.
Heb. i. 14. "A %wall of fire around us." Pray for in-
sight as wvell as sight

A LESSON FOR JEHORAbl AND I3ENHADAD.

This prayer to smite witl biindness is mot to be taken
in a purely physicai sense, but denoting visual and men-
tal be%,ildermemt by wvhich they did mot know Elisha.
He ieads them to Samaria. Mark lis counsel to the
King. vs. -21, 22, Contrast Eiisha's course wvith that of
Elijah. Rom. xii. 2o.

[oct. i 1.1 The Famiüe in Samaria.[2 Ks. vii. 1- 171

Last lesson ciosed wvith turning an enemy into an aily.
"lThen came they no more into the land of Israei." vi.
23. But hiow often men outiive hopeful impressions ;
and as these fade, meinory forgets, and they get back to
their former state of mimd, and aggravated by impemitence.

S tws with Benhadad,-henice this fresh invasion in
teSeiof Samiaria. vi. 24-33.

I. STUDV TII LESSON IN THE LIGHT 0F ITS SIX
CHARACTERS.

ELISIIA-the threatened and tried believer. vi..31, 32.
J EHORM-a wveak and wavering doubter. Vi. 27, .33.
SANIARIA the miseries of a backsiidden people.
LEPERS-like men of the word-outside and in great

straits. vs 3-IL.
THEr KING'S COUNSELLOR-a scoffimg sceptic, who

laughis at the Divine \Word. v. 2.
THE SYRIANS -the avowed aîid persistent ememies of

God, who become the prey of their own famcies and are
overthrowm.
Il. LOOK AT THE LESSON IN THE LIGHT 0F 2 Pet. i. 4.

Promises made, and speedily fuifilled. This wviil fur.
nishi a mernorable wvorkimg plan of the lesson.

Deliverance Promnised.
Deliverance Doubted.

Delîverance Wroughit.

IlLooK AT THE LESSON ON THE DIVINE SIDE
0F THE STORY.

i. A stromg failli honoured by a startling revelation.
v. 1.

2. A woriderfui reach and cornpass of resources in
God's hands for the succour of his people. Read again
vii, 4.

3. A bolvereign Lontrol of human instinctb even %,ýhiie
selilh.

4 God's ways scorned by the maturai man.
5. Comvimcimg fulilirents of the word of the Lord.
These plans will apply in the order of their numbering

tthe prirnary division, the intermediate, and the senior.
PERSONAL SEARCH.

Am I trusting or doubting ? John xx. 27.29.
Ain 1 realiziîîg the faitlhfuinebs of God in promisinI2 Cor. i. -2o.


