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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN,

QUEBEC PUBLIO LANDS.

Mr, R. Lanigan has pubiished a lettor on
the publio lands in Quebeo Province that con-
tans much of intercst to lumbormen, and wo
therefore give tho followjug oxtract from it:—
“The Government has about fifty thoueand
square miles of timbored 1ands licensed to lum-
berman, What doos it kuov. about theso lands?
Very littloindoed. Tho purchaser of a timber
berth has no title, Only the right to got his
license rorowed year by yoar till 1839,  Thoro
isno inducement to husband hio timber. Tho
inducement is to cut it ofl, and realizo his out-
lay, and this often to dotriment of tho timber

markot, Another roason for haste, is tho fact
+ that new townships are being surveyed, often)

in the heart of timbered torritory, aud if ho
does notcut his timbor at onco he will loso it.
Btrange, this selling to bogus or other settlers
of the best timbered lots in his territory. These
to retain their Jots must clear land, and start
feos, This is dono in the face of the law which
1nsots that, “‘no person shall, at any tine, set
fire or tocauso to burn, any tree, shrub,or plant
growing, or standing in any forest, or at a dis
tanoe of loss than one mile from any forest,”
But you will say, “if he cuts it down e may
bura it,” just so. But he must not do so at any
time between tho 1st July and the 1st Septomn-
ber, What does this law do to prevent forest
fires ? nothing, for it is never enforced.

“Every one who has thought of the presor-
wation of our forosts, claims that what are
usually known as timbered lands, should be ro
served forovir ag such, Itis ruinous to bring
settlersinto a pine country, They cut down
and burn more timber than would pay the price
of their lands threo timoes over. I'ires started
to clear, run and ge* intu the forest, and as a
aresult, the oxplorer for timber often moets
with miles of burned country in the vicinity uf
such new settlemonts. Legislation, as long ago
M 1875, provided for theisolation and protection
of timberod or foreat lands, but up to the pres-
ent day scarcely anything has Leen donoto carry
out the law. It is to be hupod that, in con-
sideration of the increasing value of our tim-
bered lands, the Department schich has such
matters in charge, will, before long, give the
provisions of this law some practical offect.

“After all is said, it must not be forgotten
that Quebec does not own a very large oxtent
of pine bearing territory. Ascend any of the
northern rivers which cmpty into the St.
Lawrence or the Ottawa, for a distance of
eighty or A hundred wiles, and sse where is
the pine, and whut is it like? As the hoight
of 1and is reached tho white pine grows short
and thrubby, while further nurth yuu mect
only with hard red pine or spruce, and at such
a distance, these woods aro not of any market
valno, It is presumed by thoso who have
pretty fair facilitics for judging that all the
really valuablo timbered lands of the Province
are under license., It alsv pretty well known
that large portions of theso lands are com-
pletely denuded of pine. In fact, it has bo-

-come so difficult of late years to bring timber

and logs to driveable streams on account of
the increased distances to haul, tha it tcosts
the Iumbermen onc-half moro to-day than it did

_ twenty-fivo years ago. Tho Governmout has

o mmore unliconsed, or virgin timbered lands

. for sale that aro worth the buying, yet with

these facts staring him in the faco, ono of those
at thohead of tho Public Lands Department

‘complacently exclaims, *happily for Canada

we have not to creato forcats, only to preserve
them.” Holders of timber licenses to day know
that threo years henco, some chango will tako
place, both asto tho renowal of licences, and
the tariff on stumpsge. In tho uncertainty
how Government will act after 1889, present
oocupiers of timber torritory aro hasting to cut
all they can, with, 1t s to bo feared, very
disasterous rosults to tho luinber market. Itis
very difficult to get tho Government to show its
hand ; and with our short hved Cabinets, 1t 13
difficult to eay who is in poworin 1889, How.
ever, in thointerim, it wonld not be injudicious
for tho present Govermnent to cive the holders
of 1icense somo assurauce as to the courso lLikely
to beparsued by tho C. L. D. after 1889, In
{act, it would bo only fair to our lumber merch.
suts aud tho ontiro Yrovinco, that this wero

dono without furthor delay., It is supposed
that our mines aro a source of wealth to the
Province, Wehave gold, silver,galena, copper,
asbostos, irob, phosphato, nickel, cobalt, anti-
mony, graphite, mica, and all the materials for
building, aud the arts, \What are all theso
worth, to tho Governmont? \Why in 1884 and
1883 the Govornmont received the enormous
sum of five hundred dollars, and expanded four
thousand, This is about s& good as expoud-
ing ninety conts on an acre of 1and, and e-lling
it to tho settler for thirty cents,

“Tho fisheries did somowhat better, and
yielded a revenue of three thousand two hund.
rod dollars, Why not continue re-stocking our
magnificent Inkes and rivers, and thus multiply
their valuo threo fold? Our game, and fur
bearing animals, grow scarcer yoar by year,
Cariboo are about extinct. Red deer are scldom
scen 3 while the bear, otter, and other fur bear.
iny animals, aro rapidly diwinishing, If an
oftivient cordon wero ostablished around our
forest resorves, and settlers kept out of these
timbered torritorics, our gamo and our fur bear.
ing animals would rapidly increase, and ultim-
ately becomo a source of revenuo to the Govern-
mont, instead of an exponse, Hower v, these
Iatter are but minor considerations, compared
with the management of our woods and forests,
Tlus will at oncobecomo ovident when we take
into account that tho revenue derived from
theso alone, amour“ed in 1884.5 to $660,757.13.
Our noighbors south of forty-five aro buying
up our timuered lands and cartying off our
taw logs to cut them up at their own mills. A
small export duty was imposed on saw logs.
Now, our neighbors tell us sawed lumber will
not be admitted free into tho United States
from any country which impuses an export
duty on the unmanufactured article, Thus is
a bid to induce us to romove our export duty
on saw logs; and strangely onough, at this
vory juncturoe, a paragraph appears in our Can-
adian nowspapers saying it i3 almost impossible
to collect this emall export duty. Very well,
remove the export duty, butimpose a double
tanff on stumpago, aud let our Govornment
givo a rebate of ono-half on all saw logs manu-
factured in Canada. Tho Canadian Govern.
ment will not thus break futh with ¢ slimit
holders, as regards saw logs, and some e ,uitable
arrangement could easily be como to wiii e
square tinber men. In any case, I hope our
Government will not yiold one inch to brother
Jonathan,”

SEASONING TIMBER,

Tho importance to the engineering the allied
trade of being able to abtain a good and suffica-
ent supply of thoroughly dry and well-soasoned
timber is very great and yetis urgontly wanted
it can at times be hardly obtained at any price.
Tho conatruction of railway and private carriag-
cs, for shipbuilding and Government military
roquircments, such as gun carrisges, carts, am-
bulance and other wagons, with thoir whoels,
and the manufacture of Mansell wood railway
whoels,agricultural implements, etc., are a few
out of many mstances where large quantities of
dry timber are wanted often at short notice.
In tho periodical cuses of war there are large
oontracts, thousands of pounds in valve, often
given out by the War Departmont, for some of
tho abovo named articles to be made in the
shortest possible time, As may be imagined,
under those circumstances, tho country is
scoured in all directions by tho timber buy-
ors of the various contractors who will give al-
most any prico that may be asked for well-seas-
oned planks, suitable for their purpose. Xvery
httle doalorin out-of-the-way places is visited
and their small stock purchased, but, notwith.
stending avery cffort, tho stipulated time in
which tho work should be deliveced often ex-
pires before tho material is brought together
from which thoy aro to bo manufactured. The
most sevore inspoction, too, is oxorcised by the
arsenal officials, both of the contractors’ work
and after delivery at their dostination, and all
tho woodwork showing tholeast signs of shrink.
age, doud kunots, sap, or oven discoloration is at
onco condemued, and has to be taken out and
roplaced by other. Tho amount of wasto is
therofore vory considorable, often being twice
asmuch as tho part really scrviccable—even

after the groatest carc is taken to select auit-| ]

able planks for which the highest pricos are

given, . L. .
Moet of our Iarge railway comparics » ep im-

mence stocks of timber,bmth in logsand plauks,
which supply their «wn requirements, being
kept sometimes for seven or eight yoars season.
ing befero being vsed, ‘Che Midland Company
for oxample, at Detby, I ave usually fromscven
to cight thoueand logs of Moulmein Honduras
mahogany, New Zealand kauripine, oak, ash,
and other woods, besides immense stacks of
Baltic redwaod aud othor deals in stock, Hie
total value being somothing over £100,000. The
way usually adoptod for seasoning timber is to
cut the logs into planks at once, and stack them
upright in racks in a drying shed, through
which a current of air can frecly pass, tho sides
and ends of the shed being constructed of
parrow boards ranged vortically with o spnce of
two or thive inches botweon. The planks are
kept apart from one another by pege in the rack
and aro placed with tho root ond upward, If
ranged horizontslly in piles a space of about
threo forths of an inch is left between cach
board by means of picces of ‘stick upon which
they rest. Thin boards and panels are gonerally
kopt in this way, and they aro cloaned and shif-
ted from time to time,as at stock tuking perioas
#0 that they do not stop toolong in one position
and allow fungus to accumulate upon them,
Much timber is kept in the open air for sake
of room, but the ends are more apt to split than
if kept under cover, owing to the alterations of
wet, dry and, sunshine.

Although naturally dried timber is without
doubt superior and much to be preferred, it is,
from its scarcity and tho timotaking for scason.
iog—from three to seven years, often supple-
mented for many purposes by quicker methods
of dryiung, ruch as by stoves, kilns orsteaming—
many processes of whichoxist, In the United
States most of the railway companies and car-
riage builders use kilnginto whichpiles of planks
placed upon trolliesaro wheeled upon riils run-
uing into the intorior. The Pullinan Palace
Car Company, for instance, have a range of
cight of these kilns, or “lumbordryers” on thejr
premises under the Curran & Wolff patents,
which has a storing capacity of 40,000 feet of
ono-inch plank, and which iscapable of dryiug
oight thousand fect every twenty-four hours,

The latest invention for drying timber, in
common with many other things, is that clain-
od by Mr. Jennings, of Boston, Mass,, a dis-
cription of which has recently appeared in one
of the daily papers. By the *‘Cool Dry Air
Process,” as it ia termed, the inaterials are
placed in a chamber throughwhich a continuous
current of dry air passes,. This current is previ
ourly drawn through a furnaco in which it is
heated to a temperature of about 600° F,, which
dries up all moisturo contained in it, and after.
wards cooled by a vigorouseirculation of extern.
al air around the pipes containing it to about
90°, when it is propellod by faus through the
drying chamber. In one of theso chambers
fixed at the saw mills of Messrs Smith and Co.
Pimlico, it is stated that a quantity of birch
woighing 45 cwt. 2 qre. when put in was sub-
jected to the process for 94 hours. It was then
taken out and said to be thoroughly seasoned,its
weight being reduced by the operation by -10
cwt. 2 qrs, 241bs, In tho caso of ash planks,
too, out of 47 cwt. 3 qrs. of this wood, 21 cwt,
1 qr. of moisture was extracted, while 22 cwt.
of mahogany gave up & cwt of moisture in
96 hours. It is stated that planks of English
oak two inches thick wers finished in nine
days that would have taken three or four
vears by natural drying. All the above cffect
were accompilshod by a current of 62,000 cub-
ic feet per minute, the temperature of which
never cxceeds that of blood heat.  Should the
wood dried .by this system be equally Tree
from shrinking, warping, or other defoctf® and
ba found to stand the teat of tiine aswell as
that of naturally-dried timber—which. how-
evor, we very much doabt, as bitherto all at.
tempte in this direction have proved much
inforior—~a groat future lics before it, as it will
furnish ¢ much neoded supply of scasoned
timbor.—Mecchanical World.

Guuuovre & Co.’s cut of log-—fhis year is
740,000 meces, and Rathbun's 650,000 piecen.
The two cuts represent 115,000,000 feet of

THE CHAUDIERE,
It has been & well known fact, for some time
that the Shepard & Morse Lumber Company
have beon large buyars in this market for lum-
ber to by cut during tho ensuing season,
The purchases of this ‘company, ss near sa
can bo fouud from reliable information is about
a3 follows :—
Lord, Hurdinan & Co., 33,000,000 ft.
Grier & Co , 18,000,000 ft.
E. B, Eddy, 10,000,000 ft.
McLaren & Co., 8,000,000 {t,
Hawilton Broa., 4,000,000 ft. and about 5 to
10,000,000 ft. in different small lots, making
the purchases of the 8. M. L. Co, in this
vicinity in the neighborhood of about 70,000,-
000 ft,
The Chaudiere mills output is estimated at
400,000,000 ft , mado up as follows :~
J. R. Booth, 60,000,000 {t.
E. B. Eddy, 65,000,000 ft.
Bronson & Weston, 60,000,000 ft,
Perloy & Perloy, 63,000,000 ft,
Grier & Co., 20,000,000 ft.
Lord, Hurdman & Co., 45,000,000 ft.
MclLaren & Co,, 20,000,000 ft.
W. McClyment & Co., 15,000,000 ft.
Gilmour & Co., §5,000,000 ft.
This does not include the output of the
following concerns, which rightly belong to
this district, viz.:
W. C. Edwards & Co., Rockland, 50,000,000
feet,
Buckingham mills, (McLarens and Ross's)
85,000,000 ft,
Hamilton Bros,, at Hawkesbury, 50,000,000
ft.—Ouawa Journal.

A TERRIBLE ACOIDENT

The P xth Courier relates particulars of a
fatal accident to John Hamilton, who was in
the employ of Mr DPcter McLaren, he had
been driving Mr. McLaren'’s family round the
town, and then proceeded to take the horses
bock to the stables at the farm. Here other
workmen were engaged in cutting wood with a
circular saw driven by steam, and Hamiltom
roquested ono of them to put the horses up
while he fed the saw, a wotk to which he was
unaccustomed. He had not fed in more than
two ur threo sticks when,probably owing to too
much pressure being used, the saw burst. One
piece struck Hamilton on the breast, and rent
up his bowels, stomack and bieast.cutting into
his beart, and, of course, killing tim instantly.
Tho laborers were horror struck at the sight,
and could do nothing but carry the dreadful
news to their employer and the victim’s family.
The wife of the unfortunate nan fainted away
on hearing the fell tidings, and, even now has
hard'y recovered full consciousness, Deceased
was only out from Scotland & snort time, and
was a stesdy good workman., He leaves a wife
and two children,

THE MUSKOKA OQUT.
The cut of pine timber in Muskoka this
winter, says the Hcsald, so far aa we have
learned, besn 80.000,000 foet, as follows F;t

Oneario Lumber Company ...eceee verrenes 18,000,000
Georgian Bay Lumber Coueerevsenaee
C. Micklewee coiivincniiennns

Thompeon & Baker ....... . 7,000,000
T. B. Talt (Draper Mil) coeeriincaerannane 1,500,009
T. B* Tait (Gravenhurst).... oeee 1,800,000
J. Taaker wue. . . . 2,329,000
Jas. Dollar .. oe e 2,000,000
C. KING.00s veses saes vencarsitonscorcanna 1,200,000

Lobhman & POirfescciasn, o covariveses o 2,000,000
JOhn ColM.euscerecarsnncintnananes vrees 1,000,000
'S)hn Whiteslde veeevannes

uivoka Mill and Lumber €0 cacieerecesss+10,000,(80
wTHE Deseronto Tridune says that there are
indications that the coming suminor will wit.
ness brisk timos lin Deseronto. A very large
force is at present ongaged in ths shipyard on
the stcamors Quinte, Armenia, Nile, etc , and
on Mr. Evan’s new venture, the construction of
railway cars, a new department added to the
shipyard. The largo orders for lumber neces:
sitate the employme .t of many men loading
cars and sorting lumber in (' 4 yard depart-
meat.  Although the season is just commencing
tho sash and door factory is working to its full
capacity to fill orders, and the cedar mill hes a

umoer,

large staff at present on its pay list,
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