100

=

The Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

. “A good part of the evening was occupued
inreading the Minutes of the Joint Cowm-
miltees for 1858-9, together with Min-
utes of both Synods on this subject, and in
goncral conferonce on tupics suggested by
the reading of the minutos.

“OnThursday the meetings were continued
in the basement of the same church, from
11 o’clock, A, M., to 10 o’clock, ». 2., (ad-
journment for ineals excepted,) Rev, J.
Bayne inthechair. The Conveners of the
respective Committees laid before the meet-
ing the Reports of Presbyteries and Sessions
as forwarded to them by Clerks of Prosby-
torios, from which it appearcd that all the
Sessions of the Presbytorian Church of
Nova Scotia which had reported, (and in
some Presbyteries every Session had doae
80) were favourable. The Sessions of the
Freo Church have very generally forwarded
reports; nearly all favourable, and with few
exceptions, unanimous,  We have not been
furnished with the details, which of course
will be fully laid befure the Syrods in June,
but the Committees felt that they were call-
ed to record their gratification at finding the
expression of opinion so favourable, and in
most cases entirely unanimous.

“Somo time was occupied by the Resolu-
tion of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, passed at their la.t
meeting, declaring it to be “the right and
‘duty of Sessions to exclude from Church
fellowship, after faithful dealing, those who
persist in the ordinary trafficin intoxicating
drinks,"” a8 being. in”the “opinion of same,
the introduction of a new term of commun~
ion, since tho commencement of negocia-
tions, and therefore involving a difficulty in
the way of a harmonious consummation,
Mutual oxplanations ensued, when it appear-
ed that tho understanding of the Commit-
“ecs was, that nothing was to be considercd

Jing on the Unitcf Body but the Basis of
Uuion and the rolative documents, as these
have been agreed to by Presbyteries and
Sessions,

“A Committee was appointed to procure
Legielative provision, if necesssary, for the
security of congregational and Chuarch pro-
perty ; and the Professors of the Seminaries
were requested to prepare a statement of
the course of study to be pursued in thesec-
ular departmont of the Senmnary to be con-
ducted, probably in T'ruro, with suggestions
asto the dwision of labour among the Pro-
fessors, to roport to the Joint Committees
in time to cnable them to hold 2 meoting be-
fore tho assembling of Synod.

#Can the Committees recommend that the
Union be consummated this year? If so
will they recommend that the time shall be
at the Synod Meetings in June? This was
felt to be the great question.  All the mem-
bers concurred in the opinion that on a sub-
ject of such great importance to the mter-
ests of religion, and of DPreshyterianism,
while all uhnecessary delay should be avoid-
ed, undue precipitancy should be shunned
with equal care. The Committees, however,
agreed unanimously to retord their convic-
tion that'the state of the negociations and
the reports from Sessioris are such, that the
are ‘of opinion that the Synods. at their ap-
proaching moetings in June, will bein a pos~
ition to make arrangements fof having the
Union_consummatcé’ at ‘a gpecial session,
convened for that purposc,in the autumn

or fall of 1860, and agree to .ccotnmend ac-
cordingly.

“We have heard and now record this intel-
ligence with great satisfaction, and in this
Joviul feoling we know that our readers gen-
crally wili particrpate.—\We will live m the
expectation of sceing the consummation of
this Union and the celebration of the Tri-
centenary of the Scottish Reformation fixed
for the same week, amd ghould this expecta-
tion be reahzod, that week wul be one long
to be remembered 1n the rehglous and civil
annals of Nova Scotia.”

D — . o ]

MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.

We referred in our last number to the pro-
posal of holding a Missionary Conference in
Liverpool. The conference commenced on

Monday, 19th March, and closed witha
public meeting on Friday evening, attended
by about 3,000 people, and presuded over
by the Earl of Shaftesbury. A number of
topics, all of an important and practical
character wero discussed at the various sit-
tings. The following were the general
topics, which branched out into a great many
particulars. At the meeting on Tuesday
morning the subject was : “Evropean Mis-
SIONARIES ABRrOAD,” and 1n the evening:
«ow BEST TO STIR UP, DIRKCT, AND WORK
THE MISSIONARY FEELING AT HOME.? On
Wednesday moming the subject was,
“EnpvycaTios,’? and in the afternoon an ad-
journed usscussion from preceding atternoon,
as to how the Missionary feeling at home
should be stired up, directed, and worked.
On Thursday morning tho subject was :
uNATIVE AGENCY,? and 1n the aiternoon :
“EHow BEST TO OBTAIN AND QUALIFY CaN-
DIDATES OF THE RIGHT STAMP FOR TH# Mis-
stox wopk.” On Friday morning the topic
wag: “Nanive Ciurcngs.'?  The conclud-
ing meeting was held on Friday evening, on
which occasion powerful and cloquent ad-
dresses, were delivered by Lord Shaftesbury
the Chairman, Major Davidson of Edinburgh,
an old Indian Officer, and Lieut. Col. Ed-
wardes of the Indian Army. Lieut. Col.
Edwardes referred to the Indian revolt from
the scene of which be had recenily come,
and pointed out some of the lessons which
we ought to learn from that great war.
When we read the preceedings of this
conference at which not only distinguished
Ministers wero present, but distinguished
statesmen and soldiers, we cannot but feel
that there is a great change since the time
when, even in EcclesiasticalfAssembhies, it
was necessary to make a defence orapology
for missions, No one now will be found pro-
fessing to have connexion with any branch

y 1of the Christian Church, who will not admit

the importance of Missions. Stilt much re-
mains to be done. Congregations and pro-
fessing christians do not sufficiently feel the
importance of the cause. Ther viewsre-

quise 1o be enlarged, their zeal warmed, and
their interest deeponed.  One of the most
important topics Jdiscuzsed at the late con-
ferrence, was as to the best means of awaken-
ing’the interest of the church in missions,
We believe we cannot better promote this
oLject than by giving the following extract
from an addiess by the Rev James Lewis
of Lesth, carnestly commending to the con-
sideration of our roaders, and especially of
ministers and preachers, the svggestions
which he gives. .
«T'he time ts past when the friends of mis-
sions should be satisfied with the results of
the occasional impuisive movements of the
puipat or the piattorm, or be content that
their cause should live upon the stimuli of
eloquent advocacy. Till they can live and
thrive upon con.mon fare thetr health ispre-
carious. We think we_estimate at therr
proper value the magmficent mlssxon‘lle-'
monstrations that have been made over Eng-
land and Scotland, by such men as Wiiliams
and Kmilt, and Doff, and Lavingstone, and
that are annually being made by the de-
putations sent forth by eur Misstonary So-
cieties.  We dg not object to the provincial
echoes of Exeter Hall, or to the occasional
voar of a great Afnican or Indian ftion, as it
starls across our ordinary quiel-going, work-
ma-day Ife.  Yet there is loss in their gain,
it they be allowed to supersede regular mis-
sion organizations. There are three condi-
tions to which e would subject these spas-
modic agencies,—three conditions at Jeast,
that are necessary w preserve the waste of
their powers :i—(1) We s.ould use them for
extraordinary appeals—when a special fund
has to be raised, when an emergency has
to be 2ot over. Their quickening addresses
adnurably serve the temporary purpose of
shaking outa contribution that is to be once
forall.” (2) We would use them in prepara-
tion for selting up a regular district mission
agency. By all menns']et the angel descend
and troublé the pool, around which have
lain in time past the maimed, the kalt, and
the withered. Or (3" We would use them
in reconstructing such agencies where they
had fallen into distepair.  Experience shows
that, from the Janguor that steals over all
human arrangemens, or from the shifting of
the residence of agents, the most comple-
tely orzamzed visiung agency gets out of
full working trim in four or five years. A
distniet loses 1ts agent, or anagent becomes
forgetfu of his dstnet.  The machinery
becomes shaky. We would themfore sug-
gest, as a great advance upon the practical
productive work of deputations, that, nstead
of sumply delivermng themselves of therr
speeches, they snould be charged with an
mquiry into the orzamzations of the districts
to which they are commissioned, with set-

| old’ organizations.

tng Up New, or teparring, where uneedful,
Thewr speeches would
then be condensed, as a steam force, in the
mission agencies they constructed anew or
perfected, and would remam a working
ower ong after the sound of their voices
ad died away. In speaking of the im-
pulsive, and therefore transient power of
Yulpil ot platlorm demonstrations, unless

inked with a permanent agency, we do not

include the pulpitin its oniinnry ministra-
tions. We have no hesnation an placing
{ amongst the furemost means of quickuned



