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rurvice his usefulness.  On the last day of hls life, lus plans of duty were
arranged and parually exccuted, and he was in the midst of the prosecus
tion of them, when the hand of death wassuddenly taid on lim. ** Bleased
Is that servant, whoin hus Lord, whea hie cometh, shall find o doing.”"—
Com,

Original Articles,
REASON OR REVELATION;

Onr, Tus Rertoiox, I'nreosorsy, and CIviLisaTioX or TUr ANCIEXT
Heatnex, cONTRASTED witit CHRIsTIANITY AND I1¥S [IGITIMATR
Coxsequencts,

{Continued from Number 31, page 170.)

Part IL—~No. V.

Wo procced now to the Secoxn Part of thy subject, which is, to brinz
out the contrast between ancient lleathenisn and Christianity and it
legitimato consequences, by shewing tho infinite supenority, 1n all res-
pects, of the latter over the funner.

‘T'o a certain extent this'has been aleeady, indirectly, done, and the
fntelligent reader must have been making tho contrast tn his own mind
a3 ho proceeded, but it is still necoseaary that it be made a distinet part of
our subjeet, and rendeted moro apparent and prominent. It has been
#hown what tho stato of the world wae, when, with ono exception, tho
nations “did not like to retain God fn their knowledge,” and when
thoy wero untaught and ungeided by divino rovelation ; and this truth is
taken for granted as eatablistied, that, na kind religiously, morally,
ond socially wero debased, und degenorated when whthout revelation,
} judging from y 1t 18 cssential that they

e canavia Présvmteriae R¥agasine.

another  This, reason atel expetlence teach us, s a fixesd truth, that
vnaided reason cannot make a uniform universal religion j—and cren
Masce, Diviacly-inepited as bie wae, did not attempt it Vot i we God
a religion sdapied for all the wotld, then we aty that *a geeatee than
Moses is here,” and that it niust be divine In ita author, and conses
quently, divina in {t« authority.  And suclt is Chnstianity, the Gospel of
the Son of Gud Tt claiine 1o bo for all, qualified to bleas all, and
capable of sursiving in every clime, fn cvery nation, and 1o the latest
perind of this world's duration,

T drawing the contrast wo shall consuder the unineral adaptntion of
Clristianity to the Srarrrear, Mo, and Pivaiear, conditione of man,

181, ‘T UNivrReat, ADARTATION of CREISTIANITY To THE SFIRITCAL
coxprrtax or Max By this is meant its adaptation to bl as n being
unablo intuithy ely to know, or find the true religion; yet feeling hin necd
of it,and its fitneas for him in every eircumetance, and in every condition ;
and by which he imay be taught to knos and worship the true God, and
be brought from ignotance, supetstition, and deeadations from ‘the
prison-houes of atan’s slaves to the libenty of tho sons of Ged; and to
tho enjoyment of tho clear shining of Heaven's own ath of Spiritaal
lluminati ho Sun of Rugh d by which tho naturally.
darkened understanding shall become radiant with ita glory.

Wo hiave lrcady shown the nature and consequencea of pagan ro-
ligions, and it smust surcly bo granted that they were not nda]l“;l o
benefit men, and the praof is, that they never did a0 But Chnstinnity
is not simply ditferent from, but diccetly opposcd to all past aystems,
Wero it toaim at making a univerasl unifi rmity of conventlonal cuse
tomie, and habits, and government, and to accord with the nntutal cac.
rupt reason and disposition 3 were it 10 come down tn the tevel of man,
and bo a thing Itko himsclf, instead of deawing bim up to its own high

have somno directory from heaven. M: tus Chnsti-
anity, as asserting its revelatory clinracter, and as the last and perfected
system divulged by tho Son of God himself, becotnes so such tho nore
cvidently and practicatly * worthy of all aceeptation,” as fts pnnciples
atand tho teat of roason, and ita announcoments and promiscs satisfy,
stimulate, and gladden the highest and holiest rspirations of man, and
its whole utility universally stands the test of cxporienco. Chrustamty
can do, for it has done, what all other systems havo failed 10 accom-
plish, and that is peoof, If not of its divanity, at least of us supertonty.—
On this ground it can bo argued that, as man must havo a religion, ho
should chooso tho best, and thereforo chooso Chnstianity, becauso it s
tho best.

But whilo wo are willing to meet tho ratfonalist or utilitarian on such
low ground as that, and make him—for he cannot help hnnsclf—confess
to its supremacy, yet far bo it from us to tako our stand for Christianity
on its temporal aspeets, and its mero supetiority to other religious sys.

-tems, whether anciont or modern.  From tho success which has attended

its first rapid progress; tho prejudices which it engendered and ro.
moved; the hostilities which it encountered, cnduted and survived ; and
tho civilisation which, by its principles and laws, has been given to
many parts of the carth, we havo strong evidence of 1ts Divino ongin ;
that it is God-given, Gol-sent, and God-supported and bleased, and thay
1t has a power anl vutality invulnerable by time, or change, or oppo-
sition ;———=Yut it is when its naturo is examined that then it stands
ereet, and high, and bright, and pare above every other system, and dis-
closes tho d of its H ly origin, its inspi: and its

v 3t would utterly fail, It Is on these rocks that men havo
struck when they beeamo religion-makers. They attempte 100 much in
selation to what was sochal, and accommodated in what wan moral
to what was mmoral ; sanctioned sico rather than refarmed it; tried
1o control rather than remiove it3 and thue, whenever a change 'kimk
placo §n the sovainment, customs, or Intercourso of the nation whero
such teligion had been established, that rehigion cither perishad at
once, or was aftered to suit now opinions, new e, and a new politi-
cal and socal stato of thinge. The religions of men aro changed by
men to suil circumnstances. the religion of Chnst changes men, and
conirols citcumatances fnto a conformity 1o ity spint and designs, Mo
haminedanism is an example of the former. It has been long upheld,
and with a degree of unvarying regularity, but the lands in which it fs
ato not one whit moro advanced to-day, under 1ts intluence, than they
wero a thousand years ago ; and beeauso it has been, 5o far, unchanging,
wo can zrguo nothing from that in its favor, for, for many centurics
thero has scarcely been the least constitutional o social change ip‘lho
countries in which it predominates, ns, for instance, in Turkoy and
Persia.  They havestood atill, and conscquently 20 hasths religron e
But when once—as will bo cze long—shey st eather subveried by other
powers, or by revol have the popularised, and human
intercourse and commerco become more extended from witkout and
within, Islamism must then fall, and be crushed among the wrecks of
former delusi idolatrics and desy But this i the peculiagity
of Christianity—its wisdom, ita power, und the #irit of its cn'mil&._
that it is silent on governments, customns, and habite, and aius only at

perpetual adapration to man in overy place and phaso of his being ; and
when thusviewed, reason must bow to it as declaring tho wisdom of Ged,
We can reathly conceivo it possible for a wiso man to framo a aystem
of what ho considers to bo moral duty, and which may be suitable for
ono people, and for a shost persod ; but, as nations differ from each other
in manncrs, custorns and religion, the system which might be applicable
for one would be unsuitable for another, and thus the sage of ono
country, would be esteetned a fool, in propounding his system to an-
other:————and further, as overy nation, sooner or later, changes 1n its
charac.r, relative position, and sntescourse, it must bo cbvious that no
man, of even tho most oxalted 1) | capacity and foresight, could
make a code of morals and a religion which wenld suit all nations
equally well, which would benefit them all, and which, in cvery place
and age of tho world, would be as practicable and valuablo as at

on the world great principles for belief aml pracgice It aims
not at the rule of a nation, in tho first place, but at the subjeetion of a
msn'sown heant. Itaimsatthe man, notat thumass. Ty divests iwif,loo,
of every ceremanial by which it may be bound down ta place, and to
time Fhe Jew thought that it was at Jerusalem where he could only
cspecially worship—that was the great fized locality for hus Gol; the
Samaritsn thought that it was on Mount Gerizim ; the heathen thought
that it could only be in their temples, and before their gods; but ths 5
the great spiritval truth which Christianity unfolds, tho truth that the
wisdom of tho world never conld seacrh out, the truth which Iiberates
wan frc-a all ritval bondage, the glorious truth which brinzs him always
to his God, and makes every epot o temple, and cvery house a houss of
prayer; it is tho main truth, the first principle in our religion, that “ God
is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spint and 1n
truth  and thus it frees itself from place and visible ohjccte, and draws




