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SPRING FAIR OF THE HOME DISTRICT AGRICUL-
’ TURAL SOCIETY.

T'he Exhibition of this Society was held on the 10th jnst.—
The animals were of ood quality, but few in number. There
were but few implements on the groand, and nothing particu-
larly attractive or novel in their appearance. The reaping ma-
chine of Mr. Bell was again exhibited, and there boing none to
compete with it, obtained as o matter of course the first prize.
‘We have nothing to say sgainst this reaper, but on the con-
trary, believe it a very valuable implement ; but we have some-
thing to say against the practice of taking the same animal or
the-same machine ‘to all the Shows withio reach, for the pur-
pose of carrying off the first premium; and especially do we
condemn the practice of allowing the same animal or thing to
be entered for premiums at the same Show two, three or four
times in succession, after it hns obtained the first premivm.—
This is an abuse of the funds of & Society, and in no degree
tends to accomplish its objects. When an animal hashad the
first premium awarded to it at the Provincial Show, it should
not be allowed to compete at a District or Township Show.
Its character has been cstablished—it has received the highest
honors—and the owner should be satisfied. He should consi-
der it derogatory to compete on meaner ground. The object
of premiums is to stimulate and encourage improvement among
the many,; not to bring into existence one or two animals of
such great superiority as to shut out all hope of successful
competition. The general rule shoald be laid dcwan and acted
upon, (or our exhibitions will become a mere mockery) that
when anything has reee ved the first premium at the Show of
a higher class, it shall not be allowed to compete for a premi-
um at the Show of a lower class. We believe the custom in
the State of New York is, to allow such things to be exhibited,
bdut to give them only a certificate or diploma. We hope to
ses some regulation of this kind put into practice forthwith.
There is no-satisfuction in seecing the same Bulls, the same
Horses, the same Cows. aud the same Implements appenring
every spring and fall, with as much regularity as the return
of the seasons, to carry off the same prizes. We get used to
them} * familiarity breeds contempt,” and-we begin to thiok
they are not so good as we took thiem to be.

After the Show was over we understand a Inrge company
sat down to & good dinuer provided by Mr. John Elgie. We
were uunable, from other engagements, to be present; but
somehow or other we have never been quite convinced that
there was much to be learned, gained, or enjoyed, by drinking
toasts to the * Queen,” the ** Army and Navy,” &c. &c., and
listening tothe srereots ped and unmearning speeches that nsual-
1y follow such toasts. The occasion, it seems to us, is not the
proper ove. Besides, it is highly :mportant to unite all classes
if possible, in the good cause of agricultural improvement ;
and while there are large numbers of our most worthy farmers
conscicatiously opposed to all drinking usages, and will there-
fore not attend meetings whers they are indulged in, we think
it is unfortunate that such a custoir has been introduced at
our agricultural meetings. A well-conducted discussion, ora,
good lecture on subjects connected with farming, after a good
dinner, would, we belicve, be more agreeable, and productive
of much more benefit. : ’ -
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_ For 4 Krexive Cow.—A fow weels ago, we stood for some
time to witness an attempt tormilk a cow that had just had her
calf taken from her, and who kicked so furiously as to render
it dangerous to attempt the operation. Coaxing and hedting
were of 0o avail, and it at length struck ns to sugeest that the
kicking leg be tied up. A cord was procured, a slip-knot in
one end passing round the leg below the knee, and the other
end thrown over a beam ; diawmg away on this, she soon
had no leg o spare to kick with, and was as guiet 35 2 Iamb.

AGRICULTURAL LIBRAFPIES.

Of all the varied occupations and pursuits of man, that of
Agriculture requires the most study and research. The me-
chanic, after he has learned the use of tools, and a few certaio
rules, which nlways produce the same results, i3 master of
his trade; he forms his creatures and they retain theirshapes;
he knows what effect each blow or effort will produce. How
unlike the science of agriculture: a man, in orderto becoms. &
good practical farmer, must devise means in order to keep'a
portion of the vegetable and animal kingdom in existance, and
multiply their products to the greatest extent; and to.destroy
orretard the growth of such as would be injurions. The far-
mer -should study the laws of nature, and the effect that cer-
tain causes will produce ; hence, the successful farmer requires.
more book, as well as practical knowledge, thap the mechanic.
As far as books are concerned, the farmer should profit by the
example of those who follow the various professions. The
lawyer who ever expects to become eminent or successful in
practice. must not only carefully study the general principles
upon which the laws of nations are founded, bnt make himself
acquainted with the Jaws of the.country or-state in which he
practices, as well as the decisions of the superior courts. It
is oo Jess necessary that the farmer should stody the laws that
govern the vegetable kingdom, nod keep himself familiar, by
attentively reading a good Agricultural paper, with all the
improvements that are being made in the varions modes of cul-
ture, the application of manures, the improvements in farming
implements, and new inventions, the introduction of imported
stock, &c., &c. The Physician must study yenrs before he
is allowed to practice; and, then is behind- theage, unless he
recelves a weekly or monthly medical journal, reporting the
new digeases that make their appearance, nnd the new and
different remedies applied to each. By looking over the long
list of diseases that the farmer's field-crops, his garden, his
fruit-yard and orchard, his horses, cattle, sheep, swine, and:
poultry, are liable to, all must admit that the farmer’s library
should be well supplied with books aud periodicals, describing
new diseases and giving the remedies. 1t is gratifying to know
that theze has been a great change ‘brought about, within the
lust few years; the term ¢ book-farming’” is not, as formerly, a
by-word—furmers are seeking information relating to their
business, and science is lending her. aid in advancing the gen-
eral prosperity, by elevating the Agriculturist. Meny valu.-
able books and periodicals have been published ; and itis hoped,.
that every farmer will, at least, add some one of them to ‘his
Library, as well as to subscribe for and read The Cultivator,
or some other periodical advancing their interest. While.
upon this subject permit me to suggest to the different County
Agricultural Societies, the propriety of offering a premiuni,.at
their next fair, for the best Agricultural Library.. If our far-
mers will but rend nnd reflect, jt will teach them what they
are and what they should be. , Let koowledge and Jgbonrgo
hand in band, and then the practical furmer will feel.that he
approached nearest to fulfilling the design of‘his Creator—that
he can, and should be, emphatically, ¢ the noblest work of,
God,—nn honest man."—ZTransactions of the New York, State
Agricultural Sociely. . L

PEACH TREES.

Whether the assertion below as to the exposure . is frue .
Canada or. not, we are unable tosay. So far as ourynowledge
goes, Peach trees are ténder and difficult to raise, and ve-had:.
supposed ou~ cold climate wasthe cause. On this assump-

' The rough bark should be scrape

should be used twice 2 year, when the flies are

tion a southern aspeet, o1 at least shelter from the porth wingd; -
would seem requisite. What. say ourreaders who.have had
.experience in the matter? The Albeny Cultivatoryspeaking,
-for the State of New York, says :— - s

| Peaches should be grown on the epldest pattof the farm

Orchards that are exposed do Vell' while thase seéured from

‘the north wind often fail. While trees are young, they -need

particular attention as wel-as-a~child. -Remove the buds that
would form improper- shoots and.izruning'.w_ill be unhecessary.

d"from trees, and they should
be washed. The following composition is good: 1 part plas-
ter, 1sbft soap, I cow manure, applied with = brish., ¢
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plénty laying-
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their eggs on the trees. ngd‘sqag‘ms,
made by pruning:  Some Willné set-y



