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Hugh Melton!

CHAPTER VIII.

SO0LACE IN DIFFICULTIKES.

(LUNTINUED,)

*\Well,! bo said, ‘you all know—or, at
least, Uairnsford does not know-——that wo
went up yestorday evening to Cumerbund—
Major Crookloy's place. You know hm—
tho busband of that bideous woman (Hecate
wo generally call Ber) who thinks herself a
beauty, and is coquette a farre peur. Her
husband is jealous of her ; and no wonder, as
sho is always fishing for new followers,
though I do not think gho is very successful ;
at whioh I am not surprised. How Crook-
foy cams to marry her is beyond my under-
standing.’

* Ob, do you not know ?' oried Brabazon.
* 1 heara the whole story tho other day from
Soames of the Yth. It seems Crookley came
hero & vory green voung fellow, and this

Miss Loudon—then of course many years
younnger, though, I believe, not one bit bet-
tor looking—set her cup at him. She had
plenty of money, but she was fearfuily plain
even then, and bad, moreover, a way with
hor that made most fellows fight shy of her.
Crookley was introduced to her, and, once
sho nad got hold of lum, she kept lim, on
somo pretoxt or other, running after her,
until one pight, at a davoe, where he was
foolish enough to go without the protection
of a superior officer—in which respect, Lhap-
pily for the regunent, Solace was more for-
tunate—he inadverently made use of the
somewnat ligh-flown expression, * May 1
soliny the honor of your bund—' *for the
next dance, he would have said; out she
interrupted him quickly with * Dear Charlie,
us you love me s0 woll, and ecem so truly to
desiro 1t, I am yours. Call on papa to-
torrow, early 1n the morming. For the
presont, I must sny good-mght, as we are
gomg. Aund she siipped off, leaving the
untortunate young feliow too dumfonn.ied to
speak or to move. A comfortable nighi
416 must have passed, 1 sbould faney; but at
iest he decided there was nothing for it
but to call noxt day at her home and explan
tho mstake.

* Lall he did, accordingly, and asked for
AMiss Liondon. He was shown 1nto the draw-
ing-root, where shio was presented to lnm,
apparently only just returned from riding
a8 she was . her bat and babir.
due w&elcomed Inm with great empres-
sement, but he, though feenng a littie un-
oasy, rusbed boldly at the matter mm  hand,

and vegan—" 1 fear, Miss Loudor, you must
vave msunderstood some words 1 made use
of Iast mght 1n requosting the honor of your
aaud tor o dance.  \hat 1 meant—'

* *Uu no—not at all, sheaterrupted. *1
understood you perfectiy, dear Uuarhe, and
have given 1t to you fally and frecly, as you
svo, atthe same time laymng her hand mn
bis. * duino oue was saying to me just now
1uat peupte mught say I haa rsundersiood ;
tut I answored that any one who dared say
su 0 me 1 ghould, with my own hand, horse-

P

}lady I bavo been dogcribing. I thougbt I,a ladies’ committeo room, the noise and "and I will give the young puppy nlesson that

shoull get more fun out of the tlung by
strolling about, and now and then looking
on ; and so, I think, it turned out.

* Shortly after tho game commenced Major
Cruvhluy, of whosoe relattonstup to Miss Loa.
don Baby was ignorant, and was consequent-
ly fiercely jeaious of their evident intunaoy,
bad a run of wonderful good luck, and went
flying about the ground, displacing everyone,
tv the triutuph of bis friends and anger of his
foes, who whispered loudly, * Did you ever
soo such barefuced spoomng ?° *Such &
flake ! to. At length ho approached Miss
Loudon's ball, crogueted it, and with one
Eowarful blow gent it flying far over the

oundary of the eroguet ground,

** Ok dear I' sho oried, plaintively, * that s
me. How ocould you be so oruell At any
rato, you will bring it back to the edge of
the ground.’

“‘Is it yours? I didnotknow. You oan
bring it back yoursulf, or make Mr. Soluce do
it for you, if you do not want the trouble,’ he
answered, ocarelessly, going on with his
game,

*She turned to Soiace, who was stand-
ing besido her, with an appealiug ges-

ure.

¢ You hear what hoe says. I do not want
to go all that way. Would you go and gstit
for me? And do you think you could man-
age to put it in good position without being
obsorved? I am such & bad band at
oroquet, I shall never get on without being
helped.’

¢ * Heo ought to do it himself when ho sends
a lady’s ball so far off thie ground,’ answered
Solace; *but I am glad he did not, for my
own sake, as it gives me the opportunity ol
being useful to you.’

¢ With which touching speech he picked up
the Lall, and, with greai adroitnees, contrivecd
to placs it in an excellent position, as he
thought, unseon by any one. Major Crook-
ley was, b wover, too devoted to his game
and too proud of his success not to be very
well aware of the exaot spot where he had
left each ball, and just as Solace had settled
Miss London's ball to her liking, Crookley
called out,

‘*Why, wlat is that? I say, Solace,
ahere aro you putting that ball ? It uap no
business there.’
¢ *Oh yes, I assure you that s its place,’
Solace auswored, {rying to luok uncoa-
cerned.

‘*And T assurs you that is not its place,
and I will not Lave it there,’ said the majur,
angrily. ‘I mast reqaest gou to allow peupie
to wove their own balls on this ground,
aud not to infringe the rules of the place.’
**I was Lot aware that bringing back a
lady's ball when it bad beon sent over the
boundary was ap infringement of the rales,
replied Sola.o, sulkily, * ander the circom-
stances, I tuink you should have fetched it
yl?_urself, which would have obviated all
this.’,

* *Ob, you think 0, do you? I wonder
who asked your opinion,’ said Major Crouk-
ley, iusaltingly. (He is rather bLasty, and
bis temper was now thoroughly up.) ‘I
think ladies are as well able to fctoh iherr
balls 18 gentlemen ; and I ghall make it a
rule in future, on my ground, that they do

0.’
¢ Then T should think very fow ladies will

wuip within annoh of s hfe. And she
guve tho strong cutting winp she heid 1n her
baund & 8w, htbrough the aw, witbin an
mon of lus shoutders, as she spoke. *So you
soe, Ghiarlie dear, there 18 not the least noed
to dread il-natared remarks, and papa is
ready to seo you now. I told him all about
st, aud o will give me handsome settio-
monts , wo need ot wut for your promeo-
ton, but can fix the day at once. I will
go with you to papa, as ho s sometimes diffi-
cuit tv get on with for thuse who do not
understand him,

* Tuat 18 way Croukloy was hooked, ac-
cording to doame’s acconnt, and, to louvk at
her, one would think it likely enough. I
uear sue keops the 1dentiorl nding-whip that
cuongacred tne major under & glass caso n
her own room. Tho fear of 1t 13 what keeps
bim, 1 genoral, in such awo of her, I should
uuagzine. Now, go on, Langham, and tell
us what happened to Solace.’

*\Vhero was 1 2—-you bave put me out,’
sand Laugham, poevishly. Be liked to have
ati the tatking to himself, and folt agrrioved
tnt Brabazon should have interrupted hus

like on it,’ answered Solace.
suit, I dare say.’

you, major, are, I am suro, paiting an inter-

boner ycur groend with their presenue,’ said
Solace, whose * back was up’ as the Yankees
eay.
* ¢ Might T ask what you mean by that
speech ?' agked the major.

*¢ T mean what I say,’ replied Solace.

* ¢ I guppose you wish to Insinuatc by it
that T aw Do gentleman,’ continued Crook-
ley, getting more and moro excited as bis
opponent became sulky and uncompromis-
ing.

*‘You may put what interpretation youn
*Anything will

¢+ Come, cowme, this will not do,’ said Mel-
ton, stepping forward {he was thera, too, for
a wonder). *Solaoe, you should not have
transgressed the rules of the ground; and

pretation on his words Solace never would
have given them. Do not let us spoil a
pleasant party by suoh a foolish dispute. I
want to join in the game, ani I cavnnot get a
wallet. “Solace, give mo yours, and tako a
stroll with Langham. Ho will show you all
the beauties of tho place, while the major
and I will sco which is the best man at cro-

chatter ars su great. Silence there, gun-
:!loman. and let mo continue,’ cried Lang-
am,

Order boing restored immediately on this
appeal, he went ou, disregarding tue ‘;_)lnin-
tive looks ot Solace, who would cvidently
have been justas woll pleased had no farther
disolosures been made of bis yeeterday's pro-
oeedings. N

¢ After croquet,’ cuntinued the indefatigable
Lauogham, * it was proposed that wo snould
danoe, and I need not tell you Baby lost no
timo in ubtaining the first dance from Miss
Loudon. Not content with one, he asked
for another, which was readily granted. As
she gave it ghe said, ‘IfI am not in the
room when our dacce begins, 1 shall be 1n
the garden near the ruined temple, it is a
favorite sent of mine ; 1613 so pleasant to
steal away between the dances, and rest in
the cool evening air, among the ruins all
covered with plants and flowers." Solace
muttered something I did not hear quite,
though I was close by at the time, about har
being tha fairest lower of all ; but I suppose
she heard it, as she smiled brightly, and went
off with her partner. Now comes the dread.
ful part of the story, Cairnsford. I am
sorry I bave been 30 long coming to 1,
but it was necessary to explaiu every-
thing,

¢ When tho time drew near for his dance,
Solace, not seeing the lady anywhere in the
rooms, went to tue garden to look for her.
There she was, sitting in the appointed
place. He could not see 1f she was pleased
at his punctuality as he approached, as
thero was no moon that night, and the
stars, though brilhant, aid not light
up the garden safficiently for him to
observe the expression of ber face. She did
not speak, and he began . *I knew I ghould
find you here when I saw you were not in
the dancing room. I have been counting
the minutcs till var torn sbould ovype round
again.’

me 8o much ?° she replied.

the nonsense people like you talk. You

asually ascribed tv tast insect.’

earnestly , ¢ yon do not know how I have
looked forward to this danca. lsut even it

hitle request. Just that one rose-bud, you

it ; there is no harm in it.’

therc is barm in it ; and you w.ll Lhave to do
without a flower from this lady, as I shall
not allcw her to give yoa one.’

between e acd auy ladv to whom I may
make such a harmless request, I should Like
te know ?' asked Solace. haughtily.

‘¢I will very soon show you wbat right I
have to interfere,’ roared the Major, for 1t was
none other than hLe, springing forward 1n an
ungovernablo passion, 2t the same time fling-
ing away a cigor he had until that moment
carried lighted in his nand, and siming a
blow at Sulace's face with the white kid glove
he had just been about to put on before re-
turning to the dancing room. Solace, see-
ing his intent, stepped back quickly, and
escaped untouched; but the insult was too
marked, and turning away, he said, * You
sha}l hear from me sagain on this matter,
Major Crookley, A friend of mine will come
to you here 1mediately, as the affair had
oetier be seitled at once before it gets wind,
when the authorities would interfere.’

** Very well, Sir,’ answered the major, be-
0 ming calm enough when ho perceived his
insuit bad been taken uo 1n the way ho wish.
ed. ‘I shall wait horo for half an hour for
your friend. If he Goes not come before that
time time expires, I shall think even worse
of yod than I at present do.

* Almost beside himself with rage, Solace
walked off to me, and related what had oc-
curred, begging moe to act as bis second, and
to appoint a meeting at half past four o’elock
in a secluded spot just outside the garden, on
the banks of tho river.

*Itried at¢ first to reason our fricad Baby
out of this absurd idea, ropresouting that

«tory, *Ob, I was telhng you we went up to
crbupd for eronnet, with the prospect of

-

quet.’

ducls were forbidden by

will teach him not to meddle with vther men's
wives in future.’

¢ As tho major mentioned that it was his
wifo from whom Solace had bogged the
flowers, Melton started, and laid bis hand on
my arm to proven! my speaking; when the
account was bnished he said, ¢ You certainly
had great provocation, Major Cruokley, and
I regrot that any officer of ‘ours’ should
have given you such grave cause of com-
plaint, bat tell me, if it coald be proved that
Solace imnagined he was addressing another
lady, while he was 1n reality speaking to Ars,
Crookley—t, I say, it could be proved that
he was thus mistaken, and had no intention
of annoying you in any way, I suppose you
would have no objection to apologize for your
insulting act to bim, in which cass he would,
of course, withdraw lus oballenge, and all
might be eettled amioably.’

** Well, oertainly,’ the major answerad,
*if it could be proved that the young fellow
had mistaken my wife for any other lady,
which in this dim light is just possible, I sup-
pose I ought to ask his pardon for my offen
sive gesture; yet I hardly think he could
have :ade such a mistake,’

¢ “Waell, I can not be svre about,’ replied
Melton ; * only my impression is that he took
your wile for another lady, for whom I know
he-entertains a great admiration. ‘The best
plan, however, will be for us to meet at the
appointed place at half past four o'clock,
when, if an accommodation is possible, I w.ll
arrange it; if not, Mr. Ladgham and I will
act as the frlends of Solace ; you, I suppuse,
will bring your 6wn.' So saying, we turned
and walked back toward the dancing room ;
but we had not gone & half a dozsn yards
when Melton went into a fit of quiet laugh-
ter, 5o violent that we were obliged to stand
still for a fow 1inntes till he got over it a
little. ¢ Ob, 1t is toc good, Langham! Is it
not splendid? Think of that foolish Baby

makiog pretiy speeches to that old Hecate,
Mrs. Crookeley! And then his fighting a

“* Do vou really, then, like danoing with | duel for love of her beaus yeuz! Our fel
*Bat it .8 only |

lows will die laughing when they hear of 1t;
I tell you what we ought to do, It will be s

think, because you are here to-day and thero | good thing to give that toolish youth a little
to-norrow Like a butterfly, you are priviloged | fright; it may break him of the halt of in-
to show in your caaracter all the incunstancy | discrimmnate firtation he has aliowed himself

to contract, and it is sure to give ussome fun,

‘*Indeed yoa wrong me,’” Baby replied, | when he knows for whose sake he has been
|

you do not believe what X say, do me one | will not let him know about the mistake
favor. Give me one flower vut of you po- uniil they are oa the groand face to face;
qu<t, that I may keep it in remembrance of | then imagine sow he will look when he finds
this ovemng; you can not refuse wme this ; Mrs. Crookloy is tho fair case of strdfe,'

been risking his precious person under the
major's fire, for he is A 1 with pistols. We

‘I thought the idea good, and readily

will not, X am sure, Le so cruel as to refuse , agreed to wurk it; but we wers near failing

jin the beginning from the dreadlul difficulty

‘*No barm in it, indeed!" said a man's , we experieuced in keeping grave faces while
voine behind them. ‘I like that. Sir, Teay we fold the unhappy Baby the bour and

place of me:ting, with other arrangements,
ending by riquesting him not to allow people

|to see anything unusual about him, but to

s
]

f

the regulatinng of ! 5

‘“And what business have yon to interfere (keep up dancing with his customary spint

till the guest: separated, which they did
about four o'clock. As soon as they were
goune we seized on Solace, and dragged him
off to the place or meeting.

¢ *We can sit hero and smoke a quiet cigar,’
observed Mellon, ‘until the timo is up. We
have only half an hour to wait; and in the
mean time, old fellow, il you have any mes-
sago to leave for any of your frionds, tell e,
for though I do not thing matters will be as
bad as that that, still it is the correct thing
to do, and we may as well do the proper
thing as we are about it.’

* Yes,’ interrupted Solace at this juncture,
‘ and a most hoartless fellow I thought you
Melton. You looked 8o cool and easy over
it all, and asked mo had I made my will in
such & matter-of-fact manuner that I thought
you the most unfeeling monster I had ever
met, and longed to be able to proolaim to the
regiment what an unnataral roffian you
roally wero, instead of the kind,good-hearted
fellow we had all thought youn.’

‘That will do, Solace,’ said Langham,
waving his band serenely; your thomghls
were very visible on your face, and I counld
ropeat them all exactly asthey passed through
your miund if I considered them worth repeat-
ing. { oaly wonder how I ever kept my
countenance; I am sure I have injured my-
self internally in my struggles to keop from
laugbng outright.

‘Time went or  Solace was worked into
& white heat by Melton's friendly offers and
my instructions and comforting asarances,

I 348 Demnniay g -

[ must bave got my koys to take these. Preit
domngs, indeed |'
¢ The major looked from one to another o
us a8 though imploring protection and pity
then slowly and reluctantly banded tho pistofl N
over 0 Lis wife, who relurned it to its_casefftm
and who, a8 he turned to leavo, called ougl equ
after bim : * Stay a minute, and tell me whatl Wh
this is all about.’ Belt
61 on]i wished to give that young folloxJ Tra
& leszon abont interforing with other people'sJli Der!
wives. Heis the one who was begging flow.J Bov
ors from you last evening,’ said the major, €
sulklly. - Y
_** Ob, 18 that all 2' answered the lady, be Jli best
nignly. ¢ Ho did not meau any harn {y it b
it was only a little gallant speech that 100
nothing.’ il
‘Al this time Solace had bezen listoning [ anet
with open-mouthed wonder : now ho whis-Jl elo
pered to Melton, * You do not mean to say 3l Iy »
they think I asked her for flowers 9' kke
* ¢ Indeed they do,’ laughed Melton ; * andfif o
I much tear vou were guilty of it—unknow.J¥ ob
ingly, I believe, but still guilty you were Jl el
Tell them who it was you went to moet st but
the tewple, and perhaps the matter may befll {af
se} right.’ - 8 Tl
‘Thus urged. Solace stepped forward. QN &
‘ Was it you, Mrs. Crookley, I mot at the il o]
templo last night ? I went there to find your i oo
sister, Migs Liouden, who told me she wonld JB i
probably be there when our Jancs esmoJl Iex
rourd; and T thought £ was addressing her JiR bai
when I begged for flowers. I should never Jll 7
have ventured ‘o make so presumptuous a i sd
requestto you.’ itk
‘“Yon went to meet my sister,” replied [l s
Mrs. Crookley. * I knew from what you caid J g%
you were mistaking me for some one else, B Wil
though I conld not guess whom I was taken gl thal
for. 'We will call Amelin, and see why she i &
was not thero as sho promised, thus causing il m
this stupid mistake. Alil' she continued, gl Wy
raising ber voice. A black servant came out Jl w!
from among the bushes and approached her. g pr
‘ Go and call Missee Loudon—I want her; §&] b
or stay, we will return to the house, but tell Bl thu
her T want to seo her.’ g the
‘¢ If the Mem Suhib will not be angry, Ali Jl mo
will tell where Missee Loudon gone away to,’' 3 of ¥
answerad the black, with a cunning look in
his dark oyes. ¢ Missee Loudon she run off g

meant

with Mister Spof, tho young leetle Sahib d
come 80 often to see the Mem Sabib. Ali
hear Missee Loudon say they go off to be Bl ¥
married.’' .- ”}"
‘¢ Ensign Spot, of the 101st Native In i
fantry !" screamed Mrs, Crookley.” * The an- A
grateft_xl girl } is that the way she treats me? the
She will have nothing to live on. He bss 3l i,
not a penny, and she need not expect any R A
thing from me, a8 she has not married fo J Fial
please mo. I a'ways intended her to make Jl s
s good match, and now she has gouc M S

and spoiled all my plans, The ungratefol I Pu
bussy ! ¢
¢ Mellon and I looked af each other, and
went into internal convulsions of laughter; }
while the majur sidled up to Solace, who wst
logging very glam, and holding out his band,
said :
‘¢ Well, it was & mistake, after all, and I
am sorry for my part in it, and still mor §
sorry that the girl has gone and made & fool
of herself. You will forgive my hastiness,
will younot ? I really thought yon were
using me bedly, and my temper is unforin- 8
nately soon put up. I must gc now and se?
where that foolish couple have gos to, 83 !
should bo-sorry if Amelia got into froubls; S
but you will come in and take something be-
fors you go ?* N
¢ We declined this, howaver, and set off o
our way bagk to A—— ; and if Solace does
not know whatitis to bo chaffed by this 3B ¢
time, T am much mistaken.’ W lur)
‘Bravo, Baby !' I oried, when Langham yfilti34
bad finished. * You got ons of it splendidly, Ji ©
though I think that wag more through good S Far
luek than good guidance. I hope your next 3‘0
flirtation will not have quite sn exoiling » '™
termination.’ . 1
$Ob, L.never flirt, I assure you,” avswered B 1o
Baby, gravely; ¢andit’s a great shame of By
gtll, of you to be 80 eternally accusing mo of SR :i,s
it s 143
¢ No, indeed, you never do flirt, and 50U S Y
nev.r will, until the next timo; bub iske ML
care you do not do it onos too often, and find SR,
gourself hooked somo day before you know SEEPy:
where you are. Now, Melton, come up iotd J8 xy;
my room, for I want to have a chat with you. JE Lot
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