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Interesting, subject of ehristinn contemplis
tion, Uit be blessed to e the instrument

of even i common good, what is her blesseds

niess through whom salvation was hrought

toa rained world, through whom and in

whose substance that union was effeeted,

which by allying God ty usin the human

nature, exalted that nature and usin it to
aoparticipation in the glories of the divine

tature = Whose substanee turnished  the

connecting link between the unelean and

the clean 7 between sinful feshoand sinless

God 7 thus giving anearnest that at last the

whole ransomed humanity shall be exalted
tosuper-angelie glory, And then the hlesseds
ness that her own soul reecived innmedis
ately from Him.  Hers was an interconrse
with Him, which wortal beside her could
never have,  Shecherished Himas aomother
but ado Him as a handmaid,  She
nourished Him at the hreast, yet pevered
Him as God.  She labored inpoverty togive
Hins bread as her ehild, yet saw Him as the
Living Bread. the Saviour of the world,
He dwelt with her in her lowly tent, but
she knew that He tilled heaven and carth,
Wis Heaman merely 7 Noo tor His coneeps
tion was divine,  Was He God ouly 2 How
then conld she see Ting as tleshot her tesh,
and bone of her bone z *Great is the mys-
tery of godliness,'  And great above all
saints is her honor, who wis a second parie-
dise preparved for Him the second  Adam,
sto feed inand to gather lilies,  Alone of
mortals she conld say, © my beloved is mine
and Tam His,and He feedeth among the
Jilies < those plants of righteousness which
the Lord had placed in her, the garden that
He wmade so lovely tor Himself,

s Wemight carry thissubjeet on todeeper
and more minute details, but it isa good
and important warning, that we should in
reference to the Blessed Virgin Mother of
God, follow the example of seripture, which
mentioned her not, save as connected with
Christ’s presence : nor then allows us to see
that which would be of most thrilling ins
terest, but only as it seems, to cateh oc-
easional glimpses of her when under eon-*
straint, from the presence of the multitudes,
Onee only do we Know of her approaching
Him in public with anything like the
familiarity that we must believe to have
existed between them, and then at the wir-
ringe of Cana, though He complies with her
request, and in the compliance commenees
His miracles, He yet eheeks hereonduet, as
if saving, that should she at all continue
this way of address, so much did she know
of Him, that she would unwittingly he (v.l\
to the gaze of the rade world, myster
that had been confided to her, only for Ilu-
satistaction of her own soul and will, and
obediently does the mother seem to have
profited by the admonition of her Son: for
from that hour her lips seem only to have
heen unsealed in private, at least they are
the last words recorded ul her, by the holy
evangelists, After that it was other l|p~|
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tsupply the «

e hath seattered the proud in the may

i

that y.ul the I,nu]! 'll|~ m..||ur o
to speak with Him' dne
s the reserve that many
Criect one

withont dhisiviy
nl-wl soentire
have supposed that €hrist, the
emplar of domestie as well of publie
virtues, was inditfercut toor negleettul of
His mother,  And soit still continued, even
till that feartul day of  His eraeitixion,
When at the foot of the eross, *as i sheep
betore her shearers is dumbh, so she opened
ot her month,' Next to Him that hung
upon the eross, wight she of all others say
I that hour of desolation, * hold and
all ye that pass by the way, it there e any
sorrow like unto my sorrow,” vet in further
exemplitication ot that  same mind and
spirit which was eonmmon to herwith hep
Lord. and i her ite of self denial had titted
her for even this, rot when all was ovep
didd she strive, ¢ erys nor did any hear heg
NYodee in the street,

seood i< the will of the Lord,' Ol
ence wias the law of her Tite and trom it she

Clearned to trast God always,  * And blessed

is she that believed, tor there <shall be g
Tormanee of those things which were told
her from the Lord,*
*Two important remarks may be drawn
Trom what has been said
A dite of poverty and self denfal isa gy
religious privilege,  *God hath chosen the
| of this world,” 1t is a mistake to
place it asa state merely ennpatible with
high religious character,  To him that
would attain in this life to gwetietion, it is
an indispensible requisite, Tt obtained for
St that her womb should bear, that
her breast should nourish, and her hands
rthly wants of the Lord of
Glory, I farther remark that the nearest
united to God and holiest of every age live
and die unknown save by their God, St
Mary was far greater, and far bhetter than
any of the human race beside,  We have
nthe guictuess of hey character. Such
m it the great reward of the nnseen world,

There St, 'y sitsin the glory of her Lord,
There we shall see her it we follow her good
example unto the end, where we shall

at onee from the
reproach and the real dangerof aseribs
ing that glory to herselt,  In hope thereof
let us join with her in that old song of the
chureh, and say, *my soul doth magnity
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour, tor He hath regarded the
low estate of his handmaid, for behold from
heneeforth, all generations shall call me
blessed.  For He that is mighty hath done

glority God " in her, t

| to me great things, and holy is His name,

s And His merey is on them that fear
Him, from gene ion Lo generation,
**He hath showea strength with Hisarm s

nations of their heart.
e hath put down the mighty from
heir seats, and exalted them of low degree,
s*He hath filled the hungry with good




