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will always Jay small eggs, which cun only
produce small and weakly chickens.  Ab-
solute size in eggs is, therefore, of hut little
importance.

always Ureed hirds with some awkwardness
in style or carriage.  Neithershould rough
shelled eggs be chosen: they usudly show
some derangement of the organs, and are
often sterile.  Smooth shelled egas alone
are proper for hatching. It is a faree to
suppose that the sex of the bird can be de-
termined by the shape of the cg.

SEX oF Branmyua CHickexs.—In nine
cases out of ten the sex of Brahma chick-
cns can be easily distinguished at about a
fortnight old. The wings of the little
cockerels are narrow and peinted, while in

the pullets they are broad and rounded at

theend. The cockerels also show mmuch

dark color in the wing feathers, while the .

pullets are nearly white in the light breed,

and pencilled in the dark; also pullets -

fledge 1ore freely than the corkerels; not
unfrequently will be seen in the same
brood the pullets well fledged, and the
body of the cockerels nearly bare.

LE¢ WEskNEss 1N Fowes.—Of this
disease there are two kinds; one, hone
weakness from deficiency of bony matter,
the other muscular debility.  Musenlar
debility we find generally in very heavy
binds, and is shown by the unsteady gait
and the frequent squatting down plump on

the ground. To cure this disease the fol- *

fowing is given as a valuable veceipe.
Sulphate of Iron, one gmin; Sulphate of
Strychnia, &; of a gwmin; Phosphate of
Lime five grius, to bz given three times
a day for ahout six wecks.
cansed by deficiency of boue, the bireast
bone gives some indication, but the dis-
position is more to be “knock-kneed” than
actually weak on the legs. This is a very

great fault; the cocks havingonce thorough-

ly assumed the inward position, there is
not much goo:l to be done.  Plenty of
Phosphate of Lime would bLe the best
remedy for this form of the affection.

How 710 Cook oLb Fowes.—A Corres-
pondent in an Exchange says; “Prepare

Round short egys are usually .
the best to seleet 5 very long egus, especially |
if much pointed at the small end, almost

In the cases |

\
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" as for roasting, then boil three hours in a
covered pot, with one quart of water, to
which add two tablespoonfuls of vinegar,
afger which put in a pan in a hot oven fur
about ene hour to brown. The liquor in
the pot to he prepared for gravy.  Shounld
the water boil away too much, mnore should
be added.  The vesult is meat as tender as
voung chicken, and some think richer and
hotter.”
THE DRAGON PIGEON.
1S HISTORY AND PROPERTIES,

On page 43 we prblished a description
of the Dragon Pigeon given hy a mem-
cber of the Birmingham Coinmbartan
Socicty.  We now subjoin another, al-
. stracted from a paper read hy Mr. Tey-
. «tmeier before the National Peristeronic
. Sotiety.
History.—The first notice of the
. Dragon appeared in Moore’s “Cohunda-
rian,” publish-d in 1735. The author
. states: “This pigeon is absolutely and
without dispute a bastand strain, beiny
. hred origimally from a Horseman to o
: Tumbler; and by matching their breed
: often to the Horseman they will obtain
a tolerable degree of stoutness.,”  Moore
. gives no standanl of Joperties, or any
description whatever, but merely states
they are good breeders and expeditious
homing birds for ten or twenty miles,
The “Treatise on Pigeons,” publisheid
. in 1765, in this, as in all other matters,
. reprints Moores statement, and adds
merely an ancedote of a bind flying from
, Edmondshury to London (seventy-two
miles) in two hours and a-half.  The
. work known as “Girton’s Complete Pi-
geon Fancier,” published about 1500,
merely repriuts the account of the Dra-
. gom from the *Treatise™ of 1765. The
| next book published on pigeons was
“The Dovecote and the Aviary,” hy
the Revd. E. 8. Dixon, in 1851, This
author does not even mention the Dri-
. gon.  In Eatow’s “Treatise,” published
- in 1852, the old accounts from Moo
and Gitton are reprinted, with some
very characteristic aneedotes; but no-
thing is added respecting the properties
of the lrved.  In Brent’s work on pigeons
" tirere iz no description whatever of the
- breed.  He merely states that no prizes
i should be given to Dragons, as it is im-
, possible to define when they cease to he
Dragons and hecome Carriers.  The




