
intend to increase it as usual in the fali, but were providentially I)revelited,
and we see tiow tlîat this was for the best. Our stock was dqut to the
deînand, whliibas been grraduaîly diminishing, since the ï1nerican revolu-
tion lias broughlt on liard times and a scarcity of' the cireulating niedtun.-
1lad our stock been increased, thererore, we ivould only have increased our
liabilities without inecasing our ability to meet thieni. As it is, we have
becîî enabled to devote ail that we could command, to reduce themn to a mi-
nîmunli.

The number of' colporteurs and their spheres of labour have been continu-
ed much as before. John Faulkner lias been the mnost persevcring, anîd lms
kept up, lus rounds pretty regularly in the County of Colhlester and Hauts,
with occasional visits to other C-ounties. John Maxwell bias (101e what lie
could in the County of Pictou, and James Gordon ilong the North Shore.-
David A. Steward lias completed bis trip 10 Cape Breton, under rather dis-
couraging circuinstances, and John Dickson lias been sornetirne in Cuinber-
]and. We have hiad none in P. E. Island. As a specinlien of iheir diligence,
perseverance and fidelity, we may mention one or two of' the taiialre-
ports whicli w'e receive from them. at every seulement, befbre rceiving- a
new supply of books.

John Maxivell reports 6-4 days' labour; during wbiech tinie lie visited 633
familles; witli 76 of whom, lie hiad religious confèrence 0or prayer'* 1k sold
255 vols. of religious books, and distributed 800 pages of tracts.

John Faulkner reports 141 days' labour ; during whicli tirne lie visited
1,521 families; witli 184 of w'lomn lie had religrious contèerence or prayer.-
11e sold 692 vols. of religious works, and distributed 500 pages of' tracts. H-e
bas wvorn out one wva«,gon in the s-ervict., and did flot feel ablu to provide
another. To encourage him a little, a private subseription was set on foot
to provide another, whicbi lias been nearly successful. But M~r Maxwvell
and perhalis others would need similar assistance ; foir Ihey have inceurred
debt in fittingy themselves ont, ivhich tlîey have not yet been able to fiquidate.
But the eager enquiries whiih are soinetimes made for certain books, and
the sales whieh they bave made, sîjîl encourage thîem to jiersevere as far as
possible ; more especially as thîcir visits are generally welcorned, parîicullarly
to tlue bouse of mourng. The general hospitalily extended to thien .11,o is

anohersouce f' ncoragmet. And being occasionally instrumntal in
doing god, by instituting ur visiting. sabai schiools or pi.r etngi
not without its cheering effect. In like maxiner, whîen tliey visit a seeluded
settiement or an isolated individual, " h lsigo heitbtaeray
to perishi cornes upon tliem, anîd they cause the wi(Iow'S hieait to leap foi' joy."
And they would have more of tbis gratification if thieir means were not so
limited.

Wlîy tieu, you may ask, are we not more liberal ? Because, we reply,
we bave nao thie mneans, you have supplied us only witjî creilit, not with funids.
And oui; aim lias been flot to abuse iliat credit b)y involving- you in debL)t-
As long as we were supported by the Board of Publication, on tue liberal
Ierms of their own offer, we hiad no difficulîy; but wlien tlwy withidrew iliese
ternis, ini consequence of more liberal offers being made lby othier parties in
tlîis Province, ive -were thrown upon our own re:sources, and were reduced
to the necessity of' commencing tlie per centage systein. Somne have. douhted
the propriety of' this course ; but we considered it unavoidable. Responsi-
bility for wages and expenses mausî rest either upon thie Synod or upon thie
Colporteurs. To save the former, it bas been laid tipon the latter. We
were theref'ore constrained to say to them, IlWIe caninot any longer promise
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