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LESSONS

FIRST SABBATH.

SUBJECT : .Jesus lifted up.—John X11., 23,
32. @olden ext, John x11,,32. Par, Pas-
sages, John 1, 29; 1. Tim. 1. 15; Heb, 1L 9.

This most interesting and affecting dis-
course of Jesus was occasioned by the desire
of some Greek strangers, and perhaps
heathens,—who being in Jerusalem, and
hearing of the wonderful events which had
ocoured during the last few days—to see
Him by whom such things were done. This
application brought pefore the mind of
Jesus the speedy approcch of the time
wt an his glory should be manifested by the
diffusion of the Gospel and the extension of
his kingdom among all nations. His own
ministry had been spent within the limits
of a small and obscure pe?le, and few had
believed in him ; but his death was now so
near that the hour might be said to have
come. His disciples would then be com-
missioned to go to all the world ; and we
may well believe that. He rejoiced at the
thought of the thousands who would believe
in him through their word.

In V. 24 He passes to the means by which
this glory was to be attained—His death,
illustrating its necessity and its results by
the beautiful figure of a grain of corn, which,
when planted, multiplics its value manifold
by its own decay. In Vv. 25 and 26 He
points to himself as a pattern, declaring
that they wold serve him truly must be
ready even to lay down life itself in his
service.

As he speaks the darkmess and aﬁony of
the Cross seem, in 'V, 26, to descend upon
his spirit, even as they did in Gethsemane,
It is‘both affecting and instructive to mark
that in the two cases the struggle, the
rayer and tk- victory are similar and fol-
0w in thesame order. Compare *‘ My soul
is exceedingly sorrowful,® with “Now is
my soul troubled.” ‘Chen the prayer,
¢ Father let this cup pass from me,” with
¢ Father, save me from this hour;” and
then the triumph “Not as I will, but ag
thou wilt,” with “For this cause came I
unto this hour ; Father, glorify thy name,”
To understand the intensity of the Saviour’s
sufferings in both instances, wemust remem-
ber,-first, that while men who are called on
to endure great suffering, uswally lnow
very little of what is before them; Jesus
. could realize the severity of every pang.
Secondly, that His Father’s wrath against
sin, more terrible than all the other
ingrediedts in Xis cup of woe, was never
get endured inits ess by any human
¢ing but Himself,
V. 28 gives the answer of the Father {o
the appeal of the Son. Twice before—ab

D

.at, the table if we would see howo

———

the baptism in Jordan and ab the trany
figuration—loud and majestio a8 a peal ¢
thunder had this voice been heard,
sudden and unexpeoted was it that fey
could catch the words ; but enough way)
hear to be witnesses of its purport. Gof}
name had been glorified by the advent
mighty works and precious sayings of Y
Son, and would be still more honored by
the diffusion of tho Gospel after his asem)
sion.

The dorkness was now dispelled, andj
V. 31 and 32 He reverts to the glorg
results of. His death. Hitherto Sy

semed to have been the ruler of this wol)
kut by this judgment of God the sy
was now to be dethroned ; and the Geathg
Jesus, exerting & power far mightier
bis, was to draw, all men away from h
The expression *lifted up,” evidently
fevs to the brazen surpent, which wasashiy
ing type of Christ's death.

LEBSONS,

1. Self-sacrifice is the duty of every§
lower of Jesus.
2. Prayer is our surest refuge in the il
of trouble, |
3. All who rome to Jesus are dunfll

SECOND SABBATH,

SuBsEeT: Washing the disciples el
John XIIL 1-9, . o |

This passage contains a touching pr/f
our Lord’s love to His disciples, andkf§
plete with instruction for His peoplehf8
ages. .
V. 1. This was Christ’s last passove, B
he was now on the eve of dying, Hols
his deci(})les to the end of his life, sl
knowledge that he must soon lesi B
world, induced him, in washing thet
to give them a roof of His love, as
to teach them the duty of performing
service for one another,

V.2 A beti,;er rezzii(eiﬁng is, “An!'
per going om,” or uring 8y]
verse 12th we read that Clngist s£ ;
reclined at the table again. In verw§
the supper is still going on. Instip
Satar Judas had alveady covenanted
the Sanhedrim to betray him, (Luken:

¥s. 3, 4. Christ performed the Iy
with_a perfect consciousness of
and dignity of His own person.
ments—His upper garments, -

V. b. We must remember they

act-of washing could be porformed.

V. 6. This was very like Peter.
alwzg;iwxdy to 8] 3 & warmeh
im; ve man. He could notbess!
of Ohrist performing so lowly anad
wozrd is emphatic,



