
TIIE FÂMILY CIRCLB.

stili Bat by the oen wîndow waiting for trio travellers, for il
ivas close on six. Turne passed on; stili thoy did net conoe
nor dîd ýNed cerne in te dinner. iiho did net feel anxous
for blr. and Airs. Wintborne bad oftca taken this saie jour-
nuy and had frcquontly delayed tili the late train and somte-
timues evea reniained awvay al niglit. Se wonderiag ai
Ned's absence, sho taok dinnui by horsoif and thon studied
ber lessons. btili she was feeling anxieus. A presentirnenf
oi coming cvii seized on ber.

At last, as tue clock struck tua, the door opened and
-Ned came la. lis face n'as gliastiy pale and swollea wîth
weeping.

"lOh Ned I wliat bas happened V"
" Thero lias boen an-an accident-the train-" lie an-

swercd as cainly as bis quivering lips wouid aliow.
IlFather 1 mothur il, cried Barbara witli a bitter wail.
And lie answered simply-
"Iiush dear I Tlîey are bringing tbem borne."'
WVe ivili not dwuli upon the sorrowful timo that foiiowcd-

thc grief and desolation of the erplians wliea tlheir parents
were laid la thc quietgrnveyard. The oid home w~as broken
up and thcy thrue stood alone upon thc tlireshoid of life
witliout one relative in the world, and nias! very litle
meney; for Mn. Wintliorne, tlieugh conîiidered a weaitliy
m'in, liad died, ieaviag bis chidron hardly provided for.

la this hiour of adversity, an oid fricad of their rnother's
came and otlured a home te Barbara aîd Louie unlil Ned ivas
in a position te keep tlien. Ru lied long ivisbed to go te
Manitoha, aad ir. Roslin-their guardian, apîîroved of thc
idoa. Ru wrotetoafriend of hisatWinuipegsoliciting lîisin-
terest for Ned Wiatliornc. A favoraible answer came aad Ned
started te try lis fortune in tIc West, whie lis sistere wvent
te their guardian's home in Toronto. And now hegan
the liard realities of lueé for Barbara. Rutherto, 111e liad
heen au eternal spri ng-time of love and luappinessa non' the
spring had passed; summer bad sigbed itseif away, und drear
autuîn lad cornu.

Ulpon tlicir outrance int tlîeir new home, they received a
kind if net an affectionate wclcorno fron Airs. Iloslin and an
entliusiastic ene fnom tIe children of wiîor theru ivure five,
Jaci-, Gertrude, Wilic, Rolibie and the baby, the latter about
two montiîs youngcr thoan boule Wiutlorne ws'lo was cîglitten
meontIs.

None ef the little itesîlas wcrc p-ctty. Gertrude ivas a
pale tIm child ef eloyen ivitli a ratIer vindictivu expression
ahout tle eyes ami nieuli.

Anotlier ininate of the Iîousu ive rnust merntion hefore
proceeling -%vitb eur ;stery. Tis ivas Fred acnkenzie, a
young hlaf-brotlieref iNir. Roslia. A liglit-lieartcd, band-
somo yoîîtl of cigliteen aud a favorite wîtl all ia the lieuse.
Ho and Barbara becanîu friends irnreujiately; and indeed, but
fcr lin ber life wvould have houa utiendurable iii the tino
that folio'ved.

iWe will lie happy biere rny pet," rnurmuned the ginl as
sIc put Loute te lied tliat first eveaiug. ciTlîey ivili lie
kind te us I'rn sure " and baby inuglieu asseat and putting
lier arias arouad sistur Bab's îîcck, kissed lier in lier pretty
baby 'ai'.

Barbara theught it lie lardslîip te bu put into a pooriy
furaislîed garrot ; she scarcely thouglit about it at al; ail she
wanted n'as kindacas and a littie love, ospeciaily for lier littie
siaf or; it iveuld I'reak lier heart te sec Louie hanshly treated.
As time passed on and the novelty of thein position wore off,
shc discovered tbat ber pst1 ivas net te ho one of roses.
Mrs. Iloalin was onu of tliose womcn who have ne affections
outside their ewn families. She ivas a weak miaded'iworan
tao; ne more capable of nuanaging ber liousehld tsa n'as
Gertrude. Rler servants wene eentinualiy leaving; and se,
rnost cf the lime thure n'as but onc la thc bouse, thougli tbcy
wora supposed ta keop tbree.

Barbara hetng a strong, lielpfui ginl witb a naturai ap-
titude fer wonk-, willingly oflered ber services wlien onc of
tic servants loft shertly aften hon arrivai. But alie soon
discovered Airs. Roslin's diffleuities witl ber denesties and
foresan' that lier services would lie frequent ly la requisitien
Rlowever, aIe owed a debt of gratitude ta Mn. Resli and shc
resolved te repay it by doing cheerfully wliatever n'as re-
quiredef lier. Secretly, she did net wonden at tle servants
ieaving; fer Mas. Boslinwnas a liard mistress, imposing fan
more upc a tliem iluan tntey couid manage. The standing

tgrievance, though, was the chiidrensa impudence ; servante
roboiiod againat it, wbule thoir weak mother upheid and on-
tuuraged their impertinen.o. btrs. Roslin saw tho advantago
of having onu liko B3arbara to a6hist in the housowor, sphe
was botter than a servant, for sho could not leave whether

t b ih iked it or niot, and then-there was ber gratitude, a great
tdebt which she resoived Barbara should pay ta the lat
tpenny. Sho dispeused thon, with one servant and aur

lieroino becamo virtuaily the nuirsermaid, thougli outwardly
one of the tamiiy, and, u the children recognizcd ber trac
position, shu came in for ait the impudence formeriy bestowed
upon the unfortunate servant; even frem. àirs. Reslin stio
rccived many an insulting speech, that lady hs.ving con-
ceived a great disiike to B3arbara and Louie, and, secing how
any harsbness to bier littie sister wounded the eider girl, she
puinished tho poor child sovereiy for littie fauits, wvhich, coin-
ing froin such a baby, were no faults at ail. Rer own
children wvcrc neyer punislied. Lt may ho imagiued how
Barbara's lie-art aclied witli indignation and pain, whien sho
saw little Louie wlio bad been s0 petted nt home, scolded,
whipped and otten sent supperiess to bed, wlicn the poor
littie tling bad donc nothing to nit sucli treataient.
lier heurt burned with ierce anger at the sound of the baby
veice calling lier and tlîe sebbing cries that came fira the
sure baby beart up in that coid, dark garrat, when sister Bab
did not cerne. Barbiara down stairs, giving the children
thliu tea, was poweniess to go ta lier siister. If she started
to go, Mrs. lostin calied ber back and bade lier eut some
bread for Robbie, pour out some milk for WVillie and "gfor
miercy's sake feed tue baby and îîot let lier chioke lierseif.'"
Barbara îierformcd these duties as clîeerfully as she could;
but the bitter tears would have tlîcir ivay, and roiled silently
down bier checks, perciving ivhicli, Gertrude and the two
older boys nmuised theiusueives by pinching lier arms as sue
pasbed their chairsý Fora moment, abandoning the sitrong con1-
tria! ',he had hithierto kept ovur hurbeif suie îermitted a great
hatrud of Mrs. ilosliî, to sweli lier hurt, with an inclination
te dely lier, to box those hiateltîl clîildren's cars and rush awny
to lier Iunety, hurigry darliumg up istairs. But lier bctter
nature triurnpied and she once moie grasped tlîe reins of
self-control, gaining a victory wvhidh loft its impress upoya
lier cliaractur and btem ped lier a hereine, for wvbat lieroisrn is
greater than that ivhich en triumph over the cvil pasisions
of tue huart ? Slîu aï>ked leave * o go, but bJrs. Rosli refuscd.

"lLoule mnust bu punisbed, she was growing boid and mis-
clievioub," aîîd thu poor girl, clsoking down lier tears, tried ta
shut lier ear.J to Iliat piteou-ý (ry of - Babbie, Babbie," aud
wcnt on witi lier %work ef cieaning away the ton tniings.
Sometimes on occasions like this, she brard the front deor
open aiid shut and soon afterwards a light stop ascending the
stairs ithen Barliara's heart grcw iighter,for Louic's veicu was
silent now. Wlien Mrs. Rosiin teok the cbuldren ta the
library for thu usuai haîf hour before dinner, she ran ligbtiy
up stairs te find, as abe cxpected, Fred, seated on the reciag
chair ivitli Loinie wrapped in a blanket, sound asieep la bis
arais.

ciHow geod yen are Fred,"1 slie whispered gratefuily,
kneeliag beside him. to kiss baby's iuslied face.

4It is a great sharne ta trust ber so, and yeu made littie
bctturtban a servant," said Fred iadignantly. "lI've haif a
mmnd ta speak te rny brother, only I bate complaining of bis;
ivife. Robert is sucli a dear, blind, genenous fellow and
such a believer ta Susy's perfections, that I liste ta aunoy
liai, or I wouid tell lin iiow yeu and Lente are treated."1

"gOh 1 pleae say nothing. Ro bas houa ktnd to us. Don't
make trouble between tlier on our account. If she would
lie kind te Lente, I would bear anything mnyseif."

tgPoor wee Louie P" Fred snurmured tcnderly.
As time passcd Barbara's difficuities iacrcased rather than

diminisbced, and she waagdered sorrawfully hoi' it wauld ail
end. Ned's luttera weru ber chief comfort- ho wrote often,
and hopcfully of the future, when bis dear s'ister wouid go to
the home which hoe n'as making for thon.

Rer Mie n'as non'oe of constant tail for aIliersi lier
greateat trouble n'as, tînt she could spare s0 1iittia tiîne te
lier sister, whe--poor littie maid-n'as left much to lierseif,
bIrs. Reslin's dislike liaving turned the chidren against hon
and mnade them, cruel ta lien.

Often, Gertrude, bidding lier hoid ont ber hand and alie
would givo ber something nice, wauid pinch the tiny7 fingers


