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pulp chanber with a sharp burr drill. and the rcmoval of the pulp
is generally painless, but the cntrance into the canals is ofttimcs
very painful. 1-ow can we now (il a tooth successfully with the
nerve fibres lcft in the canais ?

Do we possess a rmcncdy that will effectualy destroy the vitality
of the nerve in a short tinc, and at the same time kecp it in an
aseptic state? Without enuncrating the different remnedies and by
whom they were introduccd, I viil give you the rcsult of ny ex-
perirments with another rernedy whicih appcars to have solvcd
the problem. This remredy is formaldehyde. My observations on
the cffect of fornaldclhycic on living pulp tissue induccd me to try
this ncw remccly as regards its value in tceth after the application
of arsenic. I wanted to find out if it was possible to coagulate and
hardcn the rcmaining nerve fibres, aftcr arsenic cauterization in
the noutlh the same as rmicroscopic specimens arc prepared and
hardcned with it. I conncnccd ny experimiients vith the coin-
imiercial 4opercent.soltiton. 'Thîe teetl treate( w%'erc nolars and bicus-
pids with acute or chronic pulpitis, but not such lavinig decomîposcd
pulps. Two days after the application of arsenic, the rubber dam
vas adjustcd and the pulp removcd with a sharp round burr drill,

the puip chamber was then waslied thorougly withî the 40 per
cent. fornaidehyde, and a pellet of cotton saturated vith the same
solution placed into the chiamber, and covcrcd with cemnent followcd
with a permanent flling at the sane sitting. In this mariner 1 trcated
about fifty cases, and all wvith the sarne resuits, ýviz., that imnmediately
aftcr the application of formaldchydc, pain vould ensuc and increase
in intensity, lasting from lialf an hour to four hours ; in one case it
lasted about twclve hours. The duration of the pain vas evidently
influenced by the depth of the arsenic cauterization into the root
canals, so that in alinost total destruction the pain vas of short
duration, and in impcrfect cautrization it lasted longer. After
the pain had subsided, the tooth vas insensible to thermal changes
or tappings. After this experience the results of the formaldehyde
treatment appear satisfactory, but, on the other hand, the pain
caused in the beginnîing must be considered a great drawback. It
seemcd to me that the pain was caused by a too concentrated solu-
tion. I tried a 20 per cent. solution, then a îo per cent. solution
and finally a 5 per cent. solution, which latter I have adopted.
I also triei to obviate the pain by an addition of cocaine.

Without going into detail of all my experimîenting, the following.
formula is the one I arrived at and am nov using:

Cocaini ) .
Thymoli f a .o
Misc exactissimi terendo, addi
Sol. formaldchyd aquos (40 per. cent.) gutt X
Zinc oxid 2.0
Fiat pasta.
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