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with Dr. M. Head’s diagrams in the last cdition of " Quain’s
Anatomy,” Vol. I11, part ii, p. 346, ctc, I find that the cruption
approximatcely corresponded in front to D,; behind to Dy, Dy,
and D;; and on the arm to Dy, —George Pernct, L.R.C.P.Lond.,
M.R.CS.Eng., itn British Medical Journal, January 3oth, 1897.

Selectlons.
THE OARE OF THE TEETH.

By F. H. Funston, M.D.

No meal should ever be partaken of without immediately there-
after rinsing and washing the mouth with clean, clear water, if
nothing else, and obviously the addition of some pleasant anti-
septic, like cuthymol, is preferable. So, too, this act should be suc-
cceded by a thorough scrubbing of the teeth with a moderately
stiff brush, passed both laterally and perpendicularly over front and
back surfaces alike ; not even the most microscopic quantity of food
should be allowed to remain in the interstices of the tecth or about
the gums. Such a mecasure, if carefully carried out with the aid of
a strxctly antiseptic dentifrice, will prove not only a means of
warding off offensive breath and the many maladies common to the
gums and teeth, but will speedily cradicate tartar and retracted
gums.

During the last half-century dentifrices have multiplied by
thousands, each presenting its own peculiar claim. Some are really
valuable ; others are harmless ; not a few are dangerous. In the
latter connection, too great stress cannot be laid upon the fact that
any article intended to be utilized for the toilet of the teeth, and
which presents an acid or markedly alkaline reaction, is to be
regarded with suspicion ; it may be added that a number in the
market are neither more or less than dilute solutions of spirit
of salt (muriatic acid), which is almost rapid in its action upon
enamel, and moreover promotes decay and tends to produce offen-
sive exhalations. Others are little more than pleasantly flavored
soap ; but if the latter ingredient is good and pure it cannot be
considercd objectionable, Tooth powders, too, which sometimes
accompany fluid dentifrices, must also be looked upon with sus-
picion, as they not infrequently contain ingredients that may prove
detrimental. And it may here be remarked that those applications
for the teeth whichare warranted to immediateiy whiten are always
dangerous, inasmuch as they rely upon strong chemicals for their
-action.

A recent improvement in this line is euthymol tooth paste, which,



