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than ‘o raise grain - The land mist be in better titth "he denied tkat some of them yield to sloth in regard
than i+ absolutely necesaary v otlier erapa. aud it ' toauch matters.  The highest authority has affirmed,
mnst be eleaned from weeds. for woe to the unlucky !* The slotbful man saith, there is a lion in the way,”
wight who esgaye to grow turnips where weeds do | some terrible, insuperable difficulty to be contended
congregate*  He will, indeed find it “nacty ™ and fagaivst, when there Is something to be done, especi-
*Dback-breaking ™ business to ply the hoe so asto 'ally if it requires a little extrn effort. It cannot be
save his turnip erop. Dut this objection is pamy|almmml with any truth that farmers as a classare
founded in mistake. and may to o great extent, ho ! indolent, but along with steady physical toil, there is
obyiated by choosing a bit af grannsd that has heen ! often a mental sluggishness which indisposes people
made mellow and clean by previons preparation 't take any special pains in a new direction. Itis
Tand must be eveeedingly fonl that will not do for | 100 much trouble. They cannot be bothered to do
turnips e cecond vear afler grass  \ gond fal} | this or that, so they jog on as their ancestors did in
ploughing and a spring plonghing just before the | the dags when steam, electricity, turnip-growing and
time for turnip sowing, or two spring ploughings and | steck-feeding were never thought of. A tendency
the thorough use of the cultivatar, will neually put i this way is, perhaps, a besetraent of universal hu-

suitable land into such a condition that it will not
only be friable. and mellow, but quite free from
weeds and grass,  Thorough preparation of the soil
is the great preliminary for a comfortable and suc-
cessful time in raising turnips. Another Qificulty
arising out of mistake i3 occasioned by broadcast
sowing  We hald <upposed that this made of putting
in turnips was quite obsolete, but from some cases
we have lately met with, we are inclined to think
not a few farmers fall into this error. Three consii-
erations ought for ever to condemn broadeast turnip
sowing : First, this plant requires a soft, deep seed-
bed, such as 101s well mgh unpossible to provide in
the general tevel of & field, and heace the great util-
ity of throwing up ridges to sow on Secondly, itis of
great advantage to scatter some fertillizer, such as

guano, bone dust, superphosphate of e, de. 1 the

drills along with the turnip seed. >uch a course
provides ready stimulus for the young plants, hurries
their growth so that they got vut of reach of the fly
and of weeds, and makes a great difference in the
yield to the furmer’s advantage.  Last, bat not least,
there i the thinning amt  Great mnst be the patience
mechness, and power of endurance of the man who
can calinly and with unruffled temper plod through
the task of tbinning 2 hroadeast tarnip field  And
let him pusseas these yaalities however eminently,
he cannot prevent the tash on his time being very
great, as compared with what it requires to elean
ont a firld of troips in drills  With a thin-bladed
hoe, cight inches wiue, yui pass along the rowsat a
muderate walk, o single quick blow being suffivient
to make the required gap when once you get expert
at the business. The truth is, that with proper tools
to work with, and n good system of culture, turnip-
growing is by no means bard wotk. A deuble-mould
plough to make the ridges, some sort of a sced drill
to drop the seed, a proper turnip hoc to thin out the
plants, and a scuffler or horse-hoe to stir the soil
between the rows, wiit su highten the work attendant
on this crop, that no reasonable man can find it in
his hieart to complain of it. The difference between
a pour yield caused by « want of the right imple-
ments, and a good yield obtained by their use, wil
often pay the cost of the implements in a single season,
and thus furnish their future use as so much clear
profit.

Dislike of innovation, if not pesitive sloth, keeps

manity, and certainly it isone that calls for exposure,
and needs to be resisted.  Of all places in the world,
a sleepy, droning, sluggish spirit has no business on
a Canadian farm, where the short, burried season de-
mands that everything be done in downright carnest.
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FamiliarTalks on Agricultural Principles,

CONCLUDING TALK.

TuesE conversational articles on field topics have
now been continued a year and a half. The subjects
it was originally intended to embrace in them are
pretty much exhausted, and we propose therefore
to close the series. Mauny important matters on
which agricultural principles have a direct bearing,
might he treated under the general heading which
has been employed, —such for instance as frait-grow-
ing, stock-keeping, dairy operations, household man-
agement. but each of these having a separato depart-
ment in the Cavava FarMER, it was deemed advisable
to restrict these  talks” to what properly belonged
tto - Tur Fiewn.,” The series embraces many sub-
1Jects of the highest practical importance, which it
has bheen our aim to treat in a simple and familiar
manner, avoiding as much as p~ssiblo the use of
{ techrueal and scientific phrases, and conveying infor-
i maton m tbe language of common life. We have

had from tme to tume gratifying evidence that thesq
jarticles were useful, and in consequence valued.
ySulue of them bave been honored by transference to
{ the columnns of such journals as the Mark Lane Ex-
press, and Furmer (Scottish), the most convincing
proof we could desire that they were fitted to accom-
plish the end for which they were written. As a
whole, they form a sort of vade mecum of agricultural
knowledge on a varicty of themes connccted with
farm cconomy, aud it is not impossible that they
may hereafter, with some additions andmodifications,
be put into a shape which will render them easier of
reference, and less ephemeral than the contents of a
periodical are usually congidered to he. Of course
we have not embodied in these articles the whole
Itheory of agriculture. To do so would require a
treatise of much larger dimensions. But wo bave
given first lesgons in the science and art of farming,
which, if they have excited any interest in the minds
of our readers, will of sourse lead to further study
and more cxtensive research. The clementary prin-

many farmers fiom growing turnips. There are not yviples vn which wo have dwelt have & great variety
a few Who base o poor an opion of therr calling, y of applications, and we earnestly counsel onr read-
that they do not expeet any real improvements to be | ers, especially the young farmers who are growing
introduced in it. Otber avecations are constantly up all over the country, to provide themselves with
being benefited by Tuventivns and by improved and , &oud books and periodicals Ly means of which they
labour-saving methvis of mansgement, but fatming | may becomo more tully acquainted with those prin-
must he carried on according to the fixed and dult ‘ ciples and their multitudinous applivations. They
routine of old time ways. * Father and grand father, | will thus come to understand their business more
and great-grand-futher made & comfyrtable living in | thoroughbly, Le able to give a reason for everything
the old-fasbivned sethod y they tever heard of ohir- j\bey do, and, farming better, will obtain more remn-
ving’s or Laing s turnips. of guano. bone manure, or ’ yerative returns for their industry.

su.porphosp_lmu-. and what wag good ennugh fir them , Properly speaking, agriculture is as truly a learned
will do for we! ™ Thus many reason,—no, Lot icasuls, | profession as any other. It demands for its right
but drivel,—as shey slowly rumbie on in the old tne- prosecutxon: general intelligence, and knowledge of
worn rut.  Perhiaps there is no class of people who ! scientifie principles, combined with practica) skill.
30 tenacionaly stick to old ways, and are nalurally It is, as Professor Dawson well observes at the
v avense to ipnovations s fariners.  And 1t caunot ,close of the valuable little work we have repeatedly
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quoted in the course of these * talkg,” *a profession
more intimately connected than any other with
those great natural processes by which God provides
out of the earth food for every living thing, and with
all that is beautifnl and attractive in the face of ex
ternal nature,—a profession, therefore, worthy of
thought andstudy, and leading to the love of country
and of home, and to the cultivation of those tastes
and habils which make home agreeable and happy *
The ample resources of the noble country God has
given us will never be fully known until our farmers
in general come to be thoroughlv intelligent and ex-
pert cultivators of the soil. We are well persuaded
tbat Canada is, in natural advantages, second to no
land beneath the sun, and we often picture to our-
se)ves tho state of things that will exist when justice
shall be done to tho splendid capabilities we possess.
Then indced shall the wilderness and solitary place
be glad, and the desert rejoice and bLlossom »s the
rose. When the waste places are all inhabited, when
the farms are neatly planned and tastefully 1aid out,
when the conntry liouses are built with somie regard
tg architectural beauty and surrounded by lawn,
shrubbery, fluwer and fruit gardens, when the high-
ways arc skirted with well-kept fences and beautitul
shadetrees, and when the yield of our fields is
doubled, tripled, aye, quadrupled, as it may and will
be under tie influence of first class farming , the
Dominion of Canada will be a country of which its
inhabitants may well be proud. As it is, there is
much ground for encoyragement, and stimulas to im-
provement. Let our farmers be contented with
their lot, and strive to make the very best they can
of it. Let them putaway the thought of emigrating
to other climes which may bo supposed to be more
propivious and tv have greater nawural adyantages
for profitable farmiog. Such are at best but uncer-
tain chanceg, and in the vast majority of cases in
which they are tried, result in disappointment, failure
and loss. It is better to endure and overcome the
ills we lave, than fly to others that we know aot of.
Success in life everywhere is conditioned on the
conquest of difficultics. These beset every country,
clime, and lut. They are nv greater here than else-
where, indecd they are less formidable here than in
many paris of the world. Let tlie temptation to a
chaoge of calling also be firmly resisted. "It isnotall
gold that glitters. Here and there a fortunate spec-
ulator or shrewd mar of business manages to make
moncy rapidly and easily, but the slow, steady gains
of agricultura] skill and industry are more sure, and
are not liable to the maxim * casy come, easy go.”
The prosperity of our couniry mxst be built on its
agriculture, ana he who by close thought, extensive
reading, and persevering industry, constitutes him-
self a good farmer, will not fail to do well for bim-
scl{}and'to promote in a very high degree the public
welfare.

Mangel-Wur'tz;al Culture.

BY A IRACTICAL FARMER.

¥ avE 80 often written upon this subjact as to cause
me some uncasiness, if not an apology for again pre-
suming to pen another paperuponit. Asyears, how-
ever, roll on, slight improvements enter into its cul-
ture and management, which I desire to touch on.
This root-crop has had to battle with the prejudices
of British farmers for more than fifty years. It has, I
believe, now fairly conquered every opposition to its
progress, and its popularity has become universal,
and so great, that itis in very many districts pro-
nounced to bie the best and most valuable of our root
crops. Such being the case, it is highly desirable
that every favourable course connected with its pro-
fitable growth should he before the public. One of
the most prominent and pleasing features connected
with its culture is the great improvements whichi have
been achieved in the various stocks or varicties offer-
ed for public favour. .If long experiencoe of ils
character, growth, and management, is of worth, I
may claim some consideration. I was rather an eox-
tensive grower (for the time) of « beet-root™ (i ¢
mangel wurtzel), about forty-six years ago, having at
that time from twelve to fiftecn acres under manage-
ment. At that period we neither knew aught of ils
correct culture, its proper uses, or tho character of
the stock or variety sown. All this has gradually
opened, before us. The original stocks -were so bad,
80 small, “ rooty,” * stringy,”  fangy,” and the mis-
management in housing, harvesting, and administer-
ing to stock so great, that it grew into disfavour, and
for a time a lesser hreadth was grown. Subsequently,



