BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

Current Mining- News. “

Contributions from any part of British Columbla and the
minfuge distrlets of a reliable nature will be published in
these columns, and we request that minfng men write us
about the progress of the mines of thelr district. We desire
to publish all mining news.

DRAGON CREEK.

"

o Lang company is here fitting up the necossary ap-
plinnees for a busy seasor’s hydrauileing, promising re-
turns  having lately been secured by individuad
winers working at points along e creek.
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THE FERN,

The cyanide plant is now bring put in at this Nelson
mine. 1t will have a capacity of av feast tifty tons a day
Meanwbile development work proceeds satistuctorivy, and
aciar of coucentrates, lately shipped to Tacoma, yielded
$60.78 a ton,

A WAR EAGLE ESTIVMATE.

Me. TN G Blackstoek, a privsipal owner of War Bagle
stock. estimates that when the new plaunt arrives the War
IBagle’s output will equal that of the Le Roi, and run to
between 1,200 and 1,400 tons & week. He caleulates that
the War Eagle ore will supply about three-fifths of the
‘Trail smelter's ore requirements.

THE GOLDEN CACHE.

Mre. W Mackinnon, the well-kuown hydraulic engineer,
has been appointed consulting engineer to the company
and charged with the superintendence of the construction
of the dam, waterways, electric powerhouse building, and
plant installation. Special ecare will be taken with the
dam coastruction, as apon its sweooess will depend the
mine's supply of motive power.

THE RUTH MINES.

——

The Ruth Miues, Limited, one of the (ew English com-
panies that have yet invested in Slocan mines under fairly
reasonable conditions, has declared a dividend of three
shillings a share and carried forward £7,000 ont of profits
to date of £21,000. There has recently been a further
issne of 15,000 shares, which were cagerly sought by the
company’s stockholders.

NORTH CCAST PROPERTIES.

The mines of the Phillips Avm and adjacent districts
are showing more promisingly than ever. ‘Uhe Dovothy
Morton and Blue Bells properties are already in a position
for the putting up of zood working tud reduction plants,
and owners of other claims in the district are conlident of
an carly **boom ” as a result of the generally good showing
of the lodes Mr. J. Cobeldick has started thirteen men to
work on his property in IZstero Basin, and they are making
good headway, wlthough considerably impeded Ly a big
snowslide.

I'he owners of the Ajax group are doing more work ou
the properties, and hiave now exposed sixty-five feet ou the
lead, vver thirty feet of which results from tunneling work.
‘The ore will for the present be placed on the dump for ship-
ment later in spring.
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AROUND ROSSLAND.

‘T'he shaft in Sunset No. 2 bas reached 210 feet,  "This
shaft was started in the tonnel and is now 100 feet below
it. A drift is belag run castward f.om the bottmn of the
shafe in the hope of encountering o body of ore thought
to bo not far away, as the indicatlons are strong.

The Bvening Star is now among the working mines of
Kosstaud.  Mr. Roy Clar). who is In charge ot the prop-
erty. has a force of men on the wpoer tnunel, He s
they are in ore and making a good showing, ‘Fhere has
been w great deal of work done on this property from time
to time, but it has proved aimost Lseless, su it is now pro-
posed to o at it in o more systematic manner,

Mr, Otto Johuson reports that he has sold the Sadie
claim on Sheep cereek to o British syndicate fer 320,000,
Work on the property is to commence within two weeks,
and a force of at least six men must be employed.  The
st of 83,000 is to be pajd on May 2nd, and the remaiuder
within & year. The Sadie was one of the first locations
made on Sheep creek, having beon recorded nearly threo
years since,

o wn ys

THE EAST KOOTENAY PLACERS.

Itis now certain that there will this season be much
new work done on the gold gravels »f Wild Horse ereek,
Palmer’s bar, Traey ereek, Bull river and other anriferons
streams of East Kootenay, These were roughly surface
exploited by placer miners i the sixties,” but experts
are assured that with the vse of modern hydraunlic ma-
chinery and other appliances far m:ve gotd is eapable of
being got out during a number of years to come, than was
over extracted by the rongh and ready shovel, pan and
tlume methods of the placer workerof well nigh forty years
ago.  Capitalists are now taking uwp leases of the more
likely placer ground of Iast Kootenay, which may yet
compete more or less sneeessfully with old Cariboo in this
brap: v of gold wining. A great impetus is afforded this
work tn Bast Kootenay by the incoming of the Crows' Nest
railroad, which will seon have guite 2 number of connect-
ing side lnex in the best mine districts.

WHAT GRAND ‘FORKS THINKS.

The people ot Grand Forks declare, that they have even
now little faith in the prospect of the carly bulding of the
Boundary district portion of the Vaucouver, Victoria &
Bastern Railway. ‘I'he Grand Forks Miner thereanent ob-
serves that “ratlways are not bailt on jawbone.” But if,
as surmised, the C, P, R.is more or less behind the Van-
couver, Victorin & Eastern project, throngh the wells
kuown contractors who own controlling interests in the
undertaking, the line certainly will be built svon. Mean-
while the people of the Boundary country strongly favor
the Kettle River Valley Ratlway enterprise of Mr. Corbin,
although that line will be one with American connections.
They bave so long waited for a line connected with the
Canadian system that small bline can be attached to the
Boundary people in respect of their present attitude, which
by the bye, Mr, Bostock. M. 1 endorses.

BRIDGE RIVER.

There will be quite a rush of winers to Bridge river this
season, and tlready Lillooet is becoming quite a busy mine
village and supply point. Much further development work
has lately been doune on the Alpha Bel Company’s proper-
ties, and the new owners of the Forty Thieves group have
just sent up a large body of workers to their mines.



