B. C. MINING CRITIC.
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dig t Paclfic Railway gone that way it
would have had to cross but ane range
o mountains of magnitude, whereas by
the Kicking Horse it crogses three, and
{t is comparatively heavy hauling all
the way. Major Rogers, the American

i

engineer, was aware of the caslness |

of the Crow's Nest Pass, for he was
furnished with full information on the
subject, hut he desired to make a1 name

for the many crossings of tne Kicking
Horse River, the abnormal grade at
Fleld, which the Government engineos
have not yet accepted. and the rantas-
tical “loop.'” which will have to be re-
moved, and the line re-constructed,
Had the Canadian Pacific Rallway
Company heen able to avall jtself of
the Crow’s Nest Pass route, theie
would not have been a British Colmm-
bia Southern Rallway Company to sell
its charter; there would have been no
alienation and misappropriation of
valuable lands; the coal bheds wonid
have been obened up yecars ago; the
rallway would have had an easy gride
to the Coast: there would have been
a large sum saved in the cost of con-
- struction; the richest and hest por-
tions of the country would have heen
opened up, and not only the Province,
but the whole country, woull have
telt the henefit. But the Crow's Nest
Pass was not taken. Mr. Van Ilorne
had ‘‘no interests in that part of the
country"; men of influence in the Pro-
vincial Government \were

tion, and men of “:nfluence” in the eant,
supported by a leading newspaper, as-
sisted in the diversion of these Jands
from public uge. And these are not
the only shortcomings of the political
nondescripts who chowed thelr inca-
pracity in the Government of Rritish
Columbia, the late Hon. John Itolson
excepted. For building the Nelson ex-
tension the C. P. R, was given another
large grant of land. The company
cculd not find enough land to il its
bill in what is known as West Koo
tenay, so it went over into the Colum-
bla-Kootenay Valley, in what is known

as East Kootenay, and all through that
valley it has section aftet section, tim-

bered and otherwise, tied up until it he
profitable to put them on the maiket.

Then there is the Kootenay Land
Company. This company secured from
the Provincial Government a charter
to construct a canal connecting the
head waters of the Kvuotenay Tiver
with the Columbia lakes, in which the
Columbia has its rise, and providing
unimpeded navigation from Golden, on
the Canadian Pacific Railway, through
to the Montana boundary. As a sub-
sidy for the work the Provincial Gov-
ernment granted the company 30.000
acres of land, to be chosen as the com-
pany saw fit. The canal was construct-
ed, and was in use one season. Concelv-
ed in ignorance and carried out with
stupldity, it flooded land and threaten-

as a mountain climber, which accounts

allowed to
acquire the coal lands without ques- !

«d to turn the Kootenay River entively
Into the Colimbla, and destroy It as
o navigable stream through 200 mitles
of fite comrse in Canada, So the canal
was abandoned, It s learned from the
Golden “Era™ that the loek I= Falling
fn; the gatea are broken, and as a pub-
He wank It s useless, Bat heve js the
chiof evil of this Job, Whoever drew
up the agreement between the canal
company and the Goverttiment ciipably
onntted to fnsert o revisionary clause,
that, i the event of the cumpany not
providing a setviceable canal, the tand
should revert to the people,  As it is,
the company huave possession  of  the
fitist land in Southern Britigsh Colum-
bin, and the peapte have in exchange
for this rair portion of thehe patrimony
—2 Jdich; and to prevent the Kootenay
Biver from brealking through Into the
Columbia, the pueople will have to fill
i this ditch, and do other preventive
work at their own expense, So betw een
them, the Canadian  Pacifle  Rallnway
and the Kootenay Lund Company own
most of the choicest land, for, be sure,
these people put thelr stakes only In
what §s the best, when there §s a choiee
te be made. And IBast Kootehay s
practically closed (o the agriculturist
vatil the proprictors can make money
out of him,
A DECEIVED IPROVINCE,

In view of the fact that British Co-
Itmbia s largely a mining country, not
an agricultural one~though by h:wing‘
the arable land under cultivation, and
pot gathered into the maw of cormors
ant companies, the wealth of the Pro.
vinee could be greatly augmented—it
may be safd that this foss is not much
to the peudle. But what is to be the
conclusion when the sate of the British
Columbia Southern Railway charter
and the allenation of the great coal de-
posits of the Crow's Nest Pass come
to be considered? Gross deception has
been practiced on the people of British
Columbia, ‘They were unable to protect
themselves,  But there came a time
when the Dominjon Govermment could
have protected the people of  British
Columbia, and the people gencrally
trom imposition, not 1o use a hursher
term. When the Canadiian Pacifie Rail-
way cane forward for ratification of
the transfer of the B. C. 8. charter for
l'he Crow's Nest Pass Raflway, a fine
which Sir William (thenr AMe)  Van
Horne had no use for a decade ago,
Lut now was anxious to secure, it was
in the power of the Government to
withhold assent, to have denounced the
British  Columbia  Seuthern  charter,
driven off the monopoly, and itself con-
structed the line, as soon as it could
have used the coal buds for that pur-
pose. Disallowance of tire charter and
Federal assumption of responsibility
for the construction of the rallway
would have met all reyuirements, pre-
vented the shumeful allenation of the
coal lands, and relieved the peopie of
the west, to some extent at lcast, from
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- hondred thousand acres of the

the oppression and extortion which the
C. R monbpoly has too long heen
allowed to practice, ‘The Government
vas at first inclined to do this, was
strongly advised to do thls by inde-
pendent men in the House, and an une.
tremmelled and independent press oute
slde of 1t, but the “Globe” and its
backers managed to command enough
puner to prevent the Goverament from
adopting a wise, Just and  equltable
policy in this respect.

It was the firat .

great blunder of the Laurier Gavern. .

ment, showing a weakness that admir.
a1 of it did not expect to sce so early
i the day. By this supineness the
Government countenunced one of the
greatest wrongs ever perpetrated in
this country.
WIHAT TUE PAR'I‘II-S TO THE
BARGAIN GAVE,
British Columbia gave over three
best
ceal land in the world, and the British

, Colimbhia Southern charter to the In-

terests now represented in the Jaffray

¢ Company.
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The C. IP. R, gave a large swumn ot
. money to the interests now represented

i the Jaffray Company for the charter
without acquiring the coal lands which
the British Columbla Legislature or-
iginally attached to that charter.
The Dominion of Canada, through its
Government, gave away its oppor-
tunity of protecting the people of Brit-
ish Columbia; the Dominion of Canada,
through its Parlinment,

WHAT THE PARTIES TO THE
BARGAIN GET.

Canada in return for $3,000,000 geta
fewer concessions that the C. P. R.
could have bheen forced to yield as a
matter of ordinary business policy:
Canada also gets fifty thousand acres
of British Columbia’s own coal land,
which the C. P. R. will either have to
huy from the Jaffray Company with
the country’s own money, or recelve as
a gift,

The C. . R gets three hundred and
thirty miles of railway, which can be
worked to pay large dividends from the
start, JThis line will be largely paid for
with the country’s three million dol«
lars. A pretty good return for the sum
paid by the C. P. R. to the interests
now represented in the Jaffray Come
pany as the price of the British. Cot
lumbia Southern charter.

The Jaffray Company gets 885.000.'or
whatever may be the price the C. P,
1. paid for the British Columbia
Southern charter: the Jaftray Comé
rany alzo gets whatever price -the-C.
P. R. pay. Jut of the country’s money
for the restitution of a portion of Brit-
fsh Columbia’s coal lands. Finally, the
Jaffray Company is in full emoyme;};
and possession of three hundred thou-
sand acres of the best coal-iand in‘the
world. This land was given- to .bulid
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Tie tret

afterwards .
_ gave the C. P. R. over $3,000,000 to bulld_
.o rallway.



