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pointing out the directions in which we
should look for anything valuable. Thus, if
the department. by awmple effort should
prove that nothing can be gained in any
given direction, 1% will save farther disap-
pointment t> individual experimenters and
prevent a repetition of useless effort. To
my mind the character of the work to be
undertaken by the department should be of
such a nature as.$o benefit the industry in
all parts of the country alike, and promi-
nent among the stibjects which it shoald
undertake, is this introduction and testing
of foreign races of bees, of which there is
much yet to discover, and atout which ogr
sotual experimental knowledge is limite%.
The distribution 61 quéen bees of ithproved
varieties, where they woulq most aid in
building up the industry, might be under-
taken by the Defartment whergver it W%%ld
pot interfere with itidividaal ‘affort in ‘this
direct’on. But While the fides for govern.
ment action, so far as the economic side is
concerned, are li,miy.gd, there is & large and
most interesting field for further scientific
investigation of the saotual life bistory ot
the bee, of its disenses, and of its ralations
o plant life. Few of you who do not view
the economy of the bee from the purely
entomological or scientific atandgoz’:t.
awage of the errob thut kre yet ‘exthnt ian
oonnection with: the btbjacs, anid are sill
perpetuated in mnxohhamular treatises
on the bee, and there is ng r evidence
of the biologic questions yes to decided
than the discussions, at such ‘gatherings as
these, which, as evidericed this afternoon.
involve the actual 10flnence of the bee on
the sweets which it gathers, I am satisfied
that no thorough investigution under com-

tent direction would fail to elecit most
interesting facta apd to settle many disputed
points. ‘In connection with the wintaring
of bees in the cooler portions of our country,
there is much that remains to be investi-
gated. The statistics of the industry have
never been properly oellected, and could
not be, excapt by some national organiza.
sion.

These are a few of the directions, gentle-
men, in which I feel that the National
De‘fartment may work advantageously ;
and if, in dealing with the subject, I have
endeavored to indicate in plain words some
things which the department has and hag
not done, it is in the hope of calling atten.
tion publicly to the matter and of bringing
about in the future the action which I fee)
all beekespers desire.

TO BE CONCLUDED.
———————e

—We are pleased to nctice from the
Norwick Gazette that Mr. Martin Emigh,
so favorably and well known amon
Ontario beekeepers, has been electeg
reeve of South Norwich.
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OLLA PODRIDA.

BY 0. FITZALWYN WILKINS

Dess Mr. Eprror:—Your kind accept- -
ance of my first contribution to yoar
columns, and yoar very cordial invitation
to repeat the dose ad libitum, have
encouraged ms to ‘‘do it again some
more;" therefore, I will premise my
remarks by pleading guilty, to some
extent, to the oharge of plagiarism, inas-
muaok-as the “ Stray Straws”’ ot Dr. C. C.
Miller in-'Gleanings, over which the 4.B.J.
and youreelf are having a little harmless
fan, have..proved:'very interesting 4o me,
and have made me ambitious to distingdish
myself in liks manner.

An I intimated in my last effasion, I lay
no claim to superior knowledge of apicul-
ture, notwithstanding my experience of
more than a quarter of a century in that.
line ; therefore, an Olla Podrida, occasion-
ally, is »ll I can offer for your acceptanmcs.

* As yon doubtlesa know, Oila Podrida is
the Spanish name of a dish composed of
various kinds of meats and vegetablos,
highly seasoned; hence the mesaphorical
meaning is an idcongruous melange, or
hotchpotch. Suob, then, will be the nature
of she compositions hereafter emanating
from my pen, for the recep.ion of which
you have somewhat mshly promised, as I
think, that *our columns. are slways ag
his service,” - .

BEE PARALYSIS,

Mr. 1. S. Ford, in Gleanings No. 23,
writes concerning bee paralysie, which he
thinks is hereditary, being the result of
in-breeding. Last year, I had the same
experience with that disease, and I enter.
tain the same opinion a8 does Mr. Ford.
I have a thoroughbred Italian gueen,
purchased from an eastern breeder several
yeara since, which is ¢till living in a strong
and healthy colony of her own progeny.
Two years ago, I raised several queens
from her, all of which proved to have been
purely mated. Last year two of bher
grand-daughters were also mated with
dronea of their mother hive, and produced
well-marked, bright, three banded workers.
The progeny of both had paralysia badly.



