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LIFE OF VENN,
Conlinued.

In the ycar 1763, Mr. Venn published ¢ The com-
plete duty of Man.” Ofthis work above twenty e-
ditions have been sold: st has proved highly useful to
many. Several remarkable instances of the good
which it has produced, fell, in a very unexpected
manner, undor the author's own observation.

A yeur or two alter its publication in the west of]
England, he observed while sitting at the window of]
an n, the waiter endeavouring to assist @ man who
was driving some pigs on the road, while the rest of
the servants amused themselves only with the difhi-
culties which the poor man expericnced Zrom their
forwardness. ‘ITus benevolent trait in the waiter’s
character induced Mr. Venw to call him in, and to
express to him the pleasure which he felt in seeing
him perform this act of kindness. Atter shewing
him how pleasing to the Almighty every instance
of good will to our fellow-creatures was, he expati-
ated on the love of God in sending his Son, from the
purest benevalence, to save mankind. He exhorted
him to seck for that salvation which God in his infi-
nite mercy had given as the most inestimable gift to
man. He pronused to send him a hook which he

himself had published; and, taking down the dn-cc-’

tions of the waiter, he sent lim a copy of the
** Complete Duty of man.”
a friend travelling to see him, brought him a letter

from thus very person, who then kept a 'arge inn,

in the west of England—having married s former
master’s daughter. I this letter he expressed the
obligations which he owed him, and the happiuness
which himself, his wife, and many of his children and
domestics, cnjoyed daily, in consequence of that

conversation Mr. Venn had had with him, and the,

book which he had sent him, which he had read a-
gain and again with increasing comfort and advan-
tage. Another insuance occurredat Helvoetsluy’s
whilst he was woiting for a fait wind to convey the
packet to England.  Walking upon the sea shore,

be observed aperson who, from his address and

marner, be supposed to be an Englishman, and ad-

dressed him thesefore, in Eaglish, as such. Thel

gentleman informed him that he wasa Swede,though
he had lived many years in England, and was well
.Requainted w'th the language and manners of that
sountry. Thas induced him to cgnverse wih him;
swelagion was ‘utroduced. The strénger ihvited him

to sup with him, and then after much interesting:
®onversation, took out of his portmanteau a book, to;

"which he said he owed all his religious impressions:
and Presenting it to him, asked if he had ever seen
it. This was his oavn work, and it cost Mr. Venn no
little cffort to suppress those emotions of vanity

which would have imduced him at once to discover‘thl“""gh(’“t the congregation.

Many years after ths,|

gratifying their curiosity till he brought them to the
scene itself.  He led them to a miserable hovel—
How, said he, can any one that lives in sucha
wretched habitation as this, be happy ?  Yet this is
notall : a poot man liesupon a m serable straw bed
within it, dying of disease, at the age ol only nine-
teen. How wretched a situation they all exclaimed
He then led them into the cottage, and addressing
the poor dying young man, said, “ Abraham Mid-
word, I have brought iy children here, to shew them
that it is possible to be happy in a statcof diseuse,
poverty and want : and now tell them if it is not
0.”  The dying youth with a sweet smile of bene-
volence and piety, replied, ¢ Oh, yes Sir ! § would
not exchange my state with that of the richest per-
son on carth, who was destitute of these views which
I possess. Blessed be God ! I have a good hape,thro’
Christ, of being admitted into those regions where
Lazarus nows dwells, having long forg tten all his
sorrows and miseries—Sir, this 15 nothing to hear
whilst the presence of God eheers my soul, and whilst
[ can have access to Hihm by counstant prayer,
through faith in Jesus. Indeed, Sir, I am happy,

truly happy.”

Yelling in Huntingdonshire, Mr. Venu finally quitted
Huddersfield.
molument that he took this step,
,Yolling was little superior to lgut of Huddersfield,
but it was solely on accounc of his health, which was
so exhausted by his continual labours, that he requir-
ed rest. He was decply wounded in his feelings at
teaving a flock amongst whom he had laboured so
successfully, The last two or three months of his
residence was peculiarly affecting—many came from
adistance to take leave of him, and to express how
‘much they owed to him for benefits received under
this ministry, of which he had not been aware. Mo-
thers held up their children, saying, *There is the
man who has becn our best friend, our most faithful
jminister.”” ‘The whole parish was deeply moved;
and when he preached his farewell sermon, an im-
ipression was made which did not soon wear off.
Twenty years after a stranger, passing through that
iplace, and inguiring about their former pastor, heard
blessings showered down upon him aund bis family.

Mr. Venn made a great point of the due observ-
ance of the Sabbath in the town and parish, and en-
deavoured to repress the open vielation of the day,
by persuasion, rather than by legal intimation. He
endeavoured also to preserre the utmost reverence
and devotion in public worship, He read the ser-
vice with peculit solemnity. The ¢ Te Dcum,”

tonc which often produced a perceptible sensation
He succeeded in in-

In the year 1771, having accepted the rectory of]

especially, was recited with a triumphant air and:

that he was the author of it. It would be needless'ducing the people to join in the responses and
to reeite all the instances of the benefits obtained singing.  Twice in the course of his ministry at Hud-
from its persual, which fell continually under his own!dersficld, he preached a course of sermons in explan-

observation. From Scotland, Ireland, and Ameri-/ation of the Liturgy. On one occasion, as he went,

ca, as wellasin England, he received numerous tes- Wp to church, he found a number of persons in the

timonies to its usefulness.

In1767, he was visited with the severest domestic
calamity—the loss of his affectionate wife—whose
rudence had guided him, whose zeal had animated
im, whose sound judgment had directed him, and
whose kindness and afiection had been his great stay
and support amidst all the beavy tmals with which
he had been surrounded. A heavier trial than this
could not have been laid upon him; and nothing sup-
ported bim under it but that perfect confidence in
(iad, and that blessed hope of immortality which it
was his great employment to make known to others.
He was now left with the sole charge of five small
children ; and immediately began to discharge assi-
duously the duties whieh he owed to them. The
manner in which. he endcavoured to.turn the minds
of his children to the contemplation of the highest
suhjects, was most aflectionate and judicions.  Du-
ring a thuuder stoun, he expatiated to them upon the
power of that God whose will the thunder and light-

ning obeycdh khe taught them to fear his power,,

* and adore his majesty; and finished: his addruss by

church-yard, waiting tor the commencement of the
service. He stopped to address them, saying he
.hoped they were preparing their hearts for the ser-
vice of God—that he himself had much todo topre-
servo a right frame, &c. He concluded by waving
+his hand for them all to go into the ehurch before
thim, and waited till they had all entered. He took
lgreat pains in catechising the young persons in his
congregation, chiefly thase who were above fourteen
years old. He wrote out for their use a very copi-
ous explanation of the church catechism.

When Mr. Venn came to Yelling, his feelings
were deeply excited by the striking contrast be-
tween the church at that place and Huddersfield.
Tiventy or thirty rustics composed the congrega-
tion; but when his strength was recruited e labour-
ed in that humble spherc with at least a proportion-
able degree of success.

Mr. Venn continued his ministerial labours till he
began to find his faculties impaired by age. Hethen
had wisdom and fortitude enough.to retire from that
.woark, which he said, required aYl the highest and no-

should exert themselves any longer than while thei
full faculties and powers continued,

The age of sixty-eight may secem a very carly
period for withdiawing from the public duties of tws
office: but his constitution had never recavered fron
the eflects of excessive exertions at Huddersfield,
and old age came prematurely upon him. Ever ut-
ter Mr. Venn was disabled from the discharge of
ministerial duties: he knew not what it was to have
u tedious or vacant hour. He declared that he ne-
ver felt more fervency ofdevotion than whilst am-
ploring spirituil blessings for his children and fnends.
and especially for those who were still engaged in the
ministry of the blessed Gospel, from which he was
himselt laid aside.

For himself, his prayer was that he might v ¢
the glory of Christ.  * ‘There are some moments ™
he once said, * when I amafiaid of what is to cozue
in the last agonies: but I trust in the Lord to huid
me up. | have a great work before me—to suffer
and to die to his glory.”

About six menths before his death, he removed to
Clapham where his son was now scttled as Rector
His health became very precarious: he was often
upon the brink of the grave, and thenunexpectedly
restored. A medical friend who frequently visited

It was not forthe sake ofgreater - him at this time, observed, that the ncar prospect 1’
for the income of]

dissolution so elated his mind with joy, that st pros-
ed a stimulus to hfe.

Upon one occasion, Mr. V. himself remarked some
fatal symptoms, exelaiming, ¢ Surely these are goo i
symptoms.” The medical friend replied, ¢ Sir, m
this state of joyous excitement you cannot dic.”

At length, on the 24th June 1797, his happy spr-
rit was rcleased, and entered into the long-antic:-
pated joy of his Lord.

CHRISTIAN CONTENTMENT.
A christian may be concerned to act in character,
and adorn the profes-ion of the Gospel, without a1 v
imputation of vanity; and opportunities, though
obscurity aod retirement, will not be long wantws,.
The late pious John Newton is said to have endured
a very severe operation withouta groun. The cper:
ator expressed surprise at his fortitude, ¢ Why, Sir°
said he, ¢ [ have preached someé years from my fui-
pit about Divine support, and shall I live to negativ-
all by my cowardice?’ Great and trying occas one,
which attract the eyes of “all nien, rarely-accur; bt
every good man frequ@Mly Guds Something to exes-
cise bis faith and patience. ¢ Perhaps,” says Mr.
Cecil, ¢ it i« & greater energy of Divine power, wlicn
keeps the christian from day {5 day, from year
vear, praying, hoping, runoiog, Lelieving, agaiust ail
hindrances, which maintains lum as a living martsr,
tban that which bears him up for an bour o sausi-
ficing himself at the stake.

if the data from wkich our estimate is made be
correct, and we have no teason to think otherwi.e,
there is now consumed in the United States more
ithan onc hundred million pounds of Fobacco every year’
which gives ahout SEVEN POUNDS to every man, to-
man and child, or about fifty pounds a year to everv
family of seven persons ! And the snm annually paid
by those who use it, in 8 menufuctured state, ts not
short of §20,000,000 !
Twenty million dollars paid for--what 2 why, for the
purpose of making disgusting members of socirty
—of filling heads with noisome powder from which
tugs flee by instinet—for making the bresth laetd,
and destroying tue fumctions of the stomach—fur ub.
stracting the mind by puffing narcotic fumes, and un-
fitting it for every uselul purpose. In short, for uy-
ing sensualists in the strictest sense, —disregarding
the sensitive feclings of tho<e who are conipeiled 12
be associates—and of being bound with aiore thun -
ron manacles to the grim tyrant Tobacco.—Puils-
mouth Journal. .

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.

What message caa come from God to guity <ii-
ners? can any thing else be expected than that i
Ishould speedily come o execute on such rebi!s tio
‘ferceness of his just displeasure? Behold, the |, t'iy

kneeling down and solemnly adoring that God whose blest facultics of man. He used to observe that :codness and mercy of our Gud v Tle sen's tor o
perfectivan they had seen so signally displayed. At the Levites, under the old Testament, were dismiss- bis ambassadors, not beariag denunciati me «f vor e
another time, he informcd them that in the evening ed (rom their service at the age of fifty, and collect- ance, but charg:d with the miiistry of Recoic 'i.-

he would take them to and interesting sight.  They

ed fromitthat God, who is the most gracious and ten-

‘were anxious to knuw what is was: but he deferred der of masters, didnat require that his servants

|tinn. t« Comfort ya ; comfort ve my peajle )" i
ltbe gragicus tenor of the Gospul mesiage.



