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b CHILDREN OF LIGUT.™
o 1 —
o §0. FRalk: aw children of light.”’—~Eph. v, 8.

g WWalk in the light! so shalt thou know
"t Phat fellowship of love
“His Spirit only can'bestow
... Whoe reignsinlight above.
4. Walk in the light ! and sin abhorr’d
-: ., Shall ne’er defilo again:
> Thoblood of Jesus Christ the Lurd

‘,:, .~ Shal}l cleanse from every stain.

+, 'Walkin the light—and theu shalt figd

£+ <Phy heartmado traly His, ]
> Who dwells in cloudless light enshrin'd

" In whom no darkness is.

i "Walk in thelight !—and thou shalt own

5 *. Thy darkness passed away,

I saw that they all appealed to the scriptures in

scripture which was right,

at a loss to kuow from scripture. Ought the sab-
bath day to be kept holy any longer than is necessa-
ry to attond the public worship of Almighty God ?
Ought there to Lo three orders of Clergy in the

gregations?) Qugbt women to bo admitted to the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ?
be baptized 2 Ought baptism ta bet performed by

ter, or members of the church 2 Qught the people

to ordain, appeint, and remove their minister at

pleasure; or ought that power to lie in the Bishop ?
These, and other points, not clearly set down in

feusin+ christians of the present day; each party de-

support of their doctrines ; and 1 did not know from,
Bat there were other,
things ofno little importance which I found myself,

Church, (Bishops having authority over several con-
Ought infants to

immersion, or by sprinkling ? Ought the power of]
admitting and excluding members to lie in the Minis-

seri~ture; some of which cause controversy with pro-

claring their doctrines to be clearly laid down in
scriptu: e ; seemed to present an insurmountable bar-
rier to me, in finding the true way.

;- ‘tr-Because thelight hath on theo shone
i< In which is perfect day.

~Walk in the light—and ¢’cn the tomb examining, as far as lay in my power, what was the

After much thought I came to the resolution °rias the Christians of Nova Scotia say to {or of) theic

B, . No fearful shade shall wear;
8. Qlory shall chage away its gloom,

, or Christ hath conquered there ¢
_}‘kin the light ! and thou shalt be
. A path, though thorny, bright;
_For God, by grace, shall dwell in thee,
., And God himself is light )
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AFD OPINIONS OF JOHN
NEwcoms.}

PART 1L

@

o

. ., REASONS WHY 1 AM A CHURCHMAN.

a stating my. religious opinions I did not givemy
Eisous in full for joining the Church of England.—
v give them.

Az formerly observed, I was, for a long timo in
pense. I read the scriptures, especially the New
ament, with care, and I could not find any par-!
fas form of Church Government described there-
""And upon comparing the New Testament with

Faith and practice of the primitive christians, for the
ficst centliry, or 2 or 3after the Apostles. I thought

preting the scriptures, and'deciding upon what de-
nomination of christians was now right; for this rea-
son, with others :—those who leave one and the same
denomination in which they were bred, and unite

worked on their minds and influenced themto doso,
immediately separato in opinion amongst themselves.
For instance, many hundreds have left the Church
of England, because they say the Holy Spirit bas
taught them that the church is in error, in gross
darkness, anti-christian, formal, corrupt, popish,
worldly, altogether of this world.
ing nought for the flock, ifthey can but get the
fleece ; and so on. I ask how doesit happen that
those leaving the church far the same cause do not, all

join 1n opjnion after they haye left it; and so alljoin

with some other as brethren in one cause ? But in-
stead of this, we find that one becomes a Wesleyan
and anotheranabaptist, one a Calvinist and another
an Armmian, one a Quaker and another a Socnian,

yarious forms, ereads and practices of the pro-
pine christians of the day, I was at a loss to know

it not safe to depend on my own judgment in inter-

with anot! er, because they say the Holy Spirit has

Its ministers car-

and so on : and all led by the Holy Spirit, to adopt,
and promote thuse different sontuments, This was a;{rc9 vic
mystery which I could not fathom. For those same inflicted on the christians by the heathens : because
persons will say ofeach other, thut such or such doc-,
trine is unscriptural, contrary to the plin written,
jword of God—are damnable, not calculated to lead.

directions to the Corinthiaps about the churches,
says ; and the vest will I set in order when 1 come,
and again ; keep the ordinances as I delivered them un-
to you, And again ho says; and so ordain 1 in all
the churches. .

It is evident that St. Paul appointed Timothy, o-
ver the church at Epliesus; and wo may reasonably
supposo that he had authority over several adjoining
ones ; as had Titus, and other Bishops appointed
about that time. And as to the ordination, 5t. Paul
says; and thou my son be strong, §c. ‘T'his was when
he was appointed Bishop; he had been appointed
Presbyter some time before this; some writers sup-

ose Dy several Presbyters. But admitting this, St. -

aul might have been among them, and ordained
him, with the consent and assistance of the Preshy-
ters present. Yea, St.Paul might have accepted of
their assistance, merely as an act of, {riendship to-
wards them : yet not as being necessary.

Then as to Titus, St. Paul says ; Forthis cause left
I thee in Crele, that thou shouldest set in order the things
taf are wanting; and ordain Elders in every City,
as I had appoinled thee. But what would St. Paul
have said,.il the christians of Ciz2te had,said to Titus,

{Bishop, who is appointed by tho Bishops of the

church, and left in this country for the very same pne-
pose that Titus was left in Crete :--thus, suppose
they had said, * you may go to St, Pauvland let
him send you where he choose, to Otaheite for aught
that we care, or wherever you ¢an get hearers. As
for us, we are going to ordain Mr. M. for our Pastor,
and wo want none of, your assistance nor St. Paul’s, .
either in ordaining our Elders, or ruling ouy church~
es : for we cau make all the rules and regulations
we wish,and set in order every thing that is wanting,
without St. Paul or you.”

Now, what would have been the consequence ?
Would they not have been sharply rebuked by St.
Paul ? Would not those who persisted in their ro- -
fusal to hear Titus, and the Presbyters and Dea-
cons appointed by him, have been cut off from the
Church ? But we have good reason to believe that
they did obey Titus, and those whom he ordained
in the several offices of the Ministry.

Thus I examined the practice of the church down
for 300 years ; and found that in every great cify
which contained several churches, there was a Bish-
op. Andin fimes of persecution the Bishops were
{requently the first victims, for the horrible tortures,
they (the Bishops) svere nnted for their great and ex-
tensive influence over their congregations.

So if the government of the church by Bishcps Le

¢ denomination were in the riﬁht way. I saw

. . e . people to salvation, and so on. Thus,. that Spirit anti-christian and unscriptural, thea there was no
gt b e s 1 ed vt e et s, G e sl o o g ot 360 ekt
: P = not keep thiem together : but separates them as far the christion era, and 10 cruel perseculions. But
from each other, as they are from the church. ,we kxow that the church which endured tnose perse-

Accordingly I proceeded to examine as far as lay cutions, and which was gaverned by "Bishops, was
in my power, for my means were limited, the tdoc-,Tus IRYE Cacren, and the only lrue one in exislence,
trines and practices of the primitive christians : for as descended from Christ and his Apostles. Therefore
Intended that if those doctrines and practices did,if the appointment of Bishops were an innovation, L
not disagree with the Seriptures, I would join with would be glad to kuow from those who say so, when
that church which at this day appeaved nearest the church, (as a body,) existed without them ? I
thereto. : - R cannot find froin Scripture or Ecclesiastyeal History,

I soon found by the earliest records that there were, Whew it did 2 Aad, in fact, I am salisfied from both
three orders of Clergy from the time of the Apos-,togf:ther, that it never did ! . Therofore that church
tles, Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons. That thc‘\vhxch was organized by Christ himself,as the true and
Bishops, and they anly had authority, to _ordain..— ‘only.c(:’hurg:h, ccannot exist where the Bishcy does not

preside. : R

My as directly opposite to each other, as light is
S darkness, could both, ar all, be that one true
meh. 1 also saw that there was one l.ord, one|
GEOBih, one Baptism : and one communion. But
w there dre two Baptisms, with scores of Faiths
f communions+ aye the two latter are-yet in-l
iy, for'any mdn possessing & good share of ta-!
Fend cunning, with education, cau go to'preach-
ok same new place—talk about the Revelations
B 3as received from Heaven, the call of the Spirit to
ach the Gospel, the anti-christian churches now
$:¥¢ world, the- defects of ministers in gencral
b of Glloser, vt ooy o Cned ity ovr S Pyl
whoen formed ¢ aod 1 conld not see how cach or‘and Deacor_;s : andover thq church‘cg inmaking rules! Thus, I became clearly satisficd that the Episce-
e, . of those formed— ton, fifteen, or exghteema“d regu]at_mns for the good governing thereof. That pal Chxgr,ch, and she alone, is, descended by_regular
pired years after the ascension of Christ-—could bn'they appointed and sént ministers wherever they succession, iu the order of her ministry, from the
g one true church formed by him. thought pgoper, and that the people had'no power,to Apustles. ‘I'hat she is the true church .qf God--the
z \uppoint, or exclude their ministers. 'And this I found oug in which the means of salvation are_to bo had.
'to be perfectly agrecable to the New Testament ;, And that.we have nio certain, grounds to believe from
{For St. Paul, after having given sundry orders andjscripture that any other will be ackrowledged by

’

'¥rom tho Guspel Messenger,
§ Continued,



