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Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Laving God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevad against st.— The Lord Messrah.
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“ HoLy Fatuer—now | do not pray for these only, but for those
who shall believe on me through their word, that they ull may be one—
that the world may believe that you have sent me.”” The testimony of
the apostles, the Saviour makes the grand means of the enlargement and
consolation of his empire. He prays that they who believe on him
throngh their testimony may be united. And their union he desires,
that thie world may believe that he was sent by God, and acted nnder
the anthority, and according to the will of the God and Father of all.
‘The word of the Apostles, the vnity of those who beleve it, and the
“ conviction of the world are here inseparably associated. Al terminate
in the ¢. nviction of the world. As the Father so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son ; as the Son so loved the world as to be-
comg a propitiation fur its sins, ard as the Spirit came to convince the
world of sid, of rightecnsness and judgment, the conviction of the world
.ig an objeet of the dearest maguitude in the estimation of the Heavens.
All the attributes of Deity require that this grand object be achieved in
a cerlain way. or not all.  That way or plan the Saviour has unfolded
in bis address from earth to heaven. We all must confess, however
reluctant at first, that, in the government of the woild, there are certain
ways to eertain ends, and if not accomplished in this way they are not
accomplished at all. The fact is apparent, apd most obvious, whether
we understand, or can understand the rcason of it. As well might
Israel have dispossessed the Canaanites in any othcr way he might have
deviced, as we altempt o carry any point against the established order
of heaven. {srael failed in his own way ; in God’s way e was success-
fal. We have failed in our own way to convince the world, butin Ged's
wWay we would be victerious. Wigdom and benevolence combined con-
stitute his plan, and although his ways may appear weak or incompre-
heusible, they are, in their moral grandeur of wisdom and beuevolence,

s much higher than ours, ns the Lieavens are bigher than the earth.
For any thing we know, it was ia the bounds of possibilities for the
aviour to have founded his kingdum wilhout apostles or their word;
ut we are assurerd, from the fact of their having been employed, that
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