(By the Rev R. Shindler, in
: Home N 5

Tlhe prmted page'has often supplied the‘
place ot the hvmg messenger
no preaohlng or’ preacher that’ the light of

Lurther bu‘ by the bible which he found in:

: the mona;tery And so in tens of thousands Ty

eLight o i:he'
: e Everlasting Rest the saintiy and much-suf-.
~f.enng Richard Ba.xter

It was by . _
'name, residmg at: Eaton Constantme a.bout tlons-—to his somn, WhO was very fond of play. ;

‘God’ shone’ mto the mmd a.nd hea.z't of 1
«»ﬁve miles. ﬁom Shrewsbury ‘At the time of. wild in" his hahlts ‘was’ addlcted with" other'

g - beautifu ,chai.n. To, Ztra.ce the connectlo ot d.iscom-a.gnd preachlng except on. special ocs
:fj'these several llnks ‘and: to show ina; ‘some- - caslons At eighty years of age, thxs good.».. L
.+~ what fuller.deétail how the good seed of ‘the - man, for stch we may. hope he ue;, became . "
"l"kmgdom, dlssemmated in: well-known books biind He could. recpeat ‘the u:aua.i prayers

'has ‘been the product.ion of a, sum51on ot £rom memory, and for the reading of . the -
i psa.].ms and’ lessons he engaged w‘hom hov'
“could: one: year it was a. common laborer' :
and;another it was ‘a tailor."
This: takes ‘us back: = The.elder. ‘Richard Baxter became a very - -
to: the ume of: James the TFirst, Rlch.ard dovout man and took paine to -read tha :
Baxter Was a-son ot a gentlema.n of the same. Word of God——generally the ‘historical por~

We begin w1th the author of ‘Theu Samts

one_ mile; from the, famous Wrekm H111 and ‘and- amusement and thoug‘i not genm allyv

b1rth his mothe'r w-as stay- boys to ws1t m ‘eia,ndestme way the nexgh-
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of 1nsta.nces the, tract the book a.nd eapeci-
a.lly the blblG, has ‘been’ the means of light
apd saivation to men a.nd women of a.il

: 1anks, who had ‘not had the a.dva,ntage or
" had not availed them:selves of the privxlege,
“of ‘the ministry of the gospel.- ‘In". some -
cages “we ‘can- trace nuccesswe links- in a
oham, of. clrcumutances Or- a5 -we ‘may: say,
causes and- effects, by which men: who have.:
a.ttarned to’ great ‘eminence and usefulness

’ in the’ Chuwh and:in the:world: have been
more ‘or.less - dlrectly heneﬁted by means of.
prinrted books.

h One stich cace hae been ofteu referred to'
1n whicn name: and men ‘no - iees chstin-

e
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SEAR CHING THE SL RI PTUR ES

ing Wit.h hen father at Hlvh Ercall in t.he
‘same “county. . : ‘

- .The elder: Baxter had heen recently a.wak-
ened: and ‘converted - by ‘the private reading
of Holy Scripture, without any preacher or
‘teacher. Indeed, it seemis that.there was. 10
preaohmg or- teaching of any- kind except

the readiug of _common pra.yer ~and ..the

psalms.ard: epistles. N Many of. hhe men who “Wiien - about fifteen years of ‘age he was-

held benefices " were unable to: preach, and vlawakened to a sense of-religion: and o'f his.

-not: a. few were men of scandalous hves, and . sinful. state’ by readmg a book lent to him .

eiome were only 1ess 1gn01ant than their 'by the laborer who read” the lessons in -

"flocks. - . church, called ‘Bunny’s Reeoluti:ons It
- The- mcumbent of Eaton Constantme held",w'as ‘not strlctly speakjng a book ten,chi.ng "j

ano'ther livme twenty miles” a,way, but m ~the: eranf'e]ical faxth and possxbly was both -

boring orchards Indeed he consumed :50
much raw, and unripe fruxt, especxal]y ap-.,
.ples, that he afterwards” attributed his: life~ .
long. trouble in his stomach to tho=e early
eXcesses, . .
‘His school days - were spent at a public
school in the village. of. Wroxeter, which-ac-
cnpies th.e site-of 'the anment Unco'nmm.

T: Sibbs Richard Baxter, Dr..- neither did he ever preach © He: was -niot
equal to thH duty. a.ud he had hved thzougn

\;

‘legal and Romisl in its tendencies; “but
shgwed him the folly of sinnmg, he mis




