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CHIRISTMAS IN ENGLAND.

BY ALGERNON BLACKWO0D.

- -~--~-O0 late years, when there bas scarcely
_been enoughl snow on the ground at Christ-

- mas-time to give the country even a season-
- able appearance, it bas seemeci almost a

mockery to continue to celebrate the samae
. old-customs and to perform the same cere-

t monies that are connecteci from time im-
memorial ini the mincis of the, English
people with a winter sky and landseape,
whieh, in the days of our forefathers, were

so rarely absent at tbit 3eason of the year.
Hw erthis may be, the eustoms always

* associateci with an old-fashioned, Christmas-
tide are stili practised to a great extent;
the piled-up wood fires stili crackle and hurn

TEM MANoRý as brightly as ever in the ample olci grates,
andi 1e stout-legged oaken tables stili support as tender roast ,
beef andi as tasty andi indigestible a plum-pudding as they ever
did in days of yore.

In England, Christmas is a universl. holiday. In the cities the
banks are closeci; offices are desered. The stores in the towns
and 'villages are ail shut, andi while the morning of Christmas-
day -ls in every respect treateci as a Sunday, the latter part of the
day is given Up to whatever o-,--door amusements the state of the
weather may render suitable; the evening sees the assembly of
joYous parties and :friendly gatherings, which last into the small
hOurs of the morning, and are Iooked forward to by the younger
Portion of the commuûity with au eagernêes whieh the pasing
Years tend rather to increase than to diminish.
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