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A, ¥ Simpson :Ohafyman of - that’
‘Qommittes; and. ' from the able wud
gatisfactory manher:'in .which wouti
worthy Companion ~discharged his
laborious duties last year, I have no
doubt it will be found repléte with.
-usefdl information,

- RITUAL COMMITTEE. )

In accordance with the recom-
mendation of the Committes on the
Grand Z.s address of Jlast year,
¢« That to secure uniformity on the
work, a Committee on Ritual be ap-
pointed by the Grand Z.," I have
therefore named the following well
skilled Companions to perform this
important duty, viz.:. R. E. Comps.
Frank Edgar, H. L. Robinson, Thos.
Milton, F. T. Thomas, John McLean,
-James Addie and V. E. Comp. W. H.
Whyte. They will, no doubt, report
the result of their labors at the pres-
-ent Convooation.

OONSTITUTION.

I am happy to be able to announce
‘to the Companions that the Com-
nittes on the Constitution of iGrand
Chapter have completed their labors.
They have addeéd a supplement-con-
taining the necessary forms required
for the use of Subordingte Chapters,
and I sincerely trust that the result
may be acceptable to you and con-

-dudive to the' welfare o6f Capitular

-Masonry.
DISTRICT MEETINGS.

I regret exceedingly that my busi-
‘ness engagements have rendered it
‘impossible for me to devote the naces-
sary time fo the holding of disjrict
meetings, which were so successfully
‘inaugurated last yeax by M. E. Comp.
Gzgaham, and I wogld strongly recom.-
mend the continpanés of this practice,
believing that it would prove benefi-
cial to Royal Arch Masonry to hol :
such meetings annually throughoyit,
‘the several districts within our jutjs-
diction. '

CONCLUSION.

I cannot conclude -my address
without referring :briefly.to the zad

-c&la}mity«; which ::has befallén thet

people of the United. Stated, by thal
utitimsely death of ‘Rresident Garfield,
whereby :#hé feelings of the whole:
diviliged world have been stirred with
a thrill.of horror at thefatal resnlt
of . this - detestable crime, and I am
sure there is but one feeling through.-
out the British Empire, that of heart.:
felt sympathy for the people of that:
great rspublic who have been oslled
upon to mourn the loss of their he-
loved and honored chief raagistrate.

And now, Companions, in return-
ing to you the sceptie of office, and
retiring from the high and honorable
position to which you elected me one
year ago, I desire to return my sin«
cere thanks for your great kindness
and for the many courtesies received
at your hands, and to M. E. Comp.
Graham, Past Grand Z., I am espec-
ially indebted for valuable counsel
and willing assistance. It was with
reluctance that I accepted the im-
portant trust, knowing at the best
the work would be but imperfectly
done. ) have, however, endeavored
to derve you to the Hest of my ability,
and trust: that the ‘errors and impér-
fections may in this instance bé
generously overlogked.

Altor'The addFess had bedn veforred
to Comps. Grsham, Brown, and
Robertson, who. reported favorably on
the sarne; the reports of theBeveral
Superintendents were received, from
whieh it was gratifying to leatn that
Capitular Masonry was in g highly
prosperous condition throughout the
Provifite, two Chaplers -only bumg
mentioned as being in a weakly statd:
The reports of fhe Grand’ Seribe E.
and Grand Treasurer werd of a mpst
satisfactory character, the latter
showing & cash balance in the trea-
sury of hout five hundred and fifty
dollars, being an increrse of seventy
over last year.

V. E. Comp. A. F. Simpson pre~
gented the report on Fareign Cor-
respondence, and stated;that, he had
reviewed - thirty-seven Gymnd;Chaps



