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History informs ue that the Arts,
Geometry, and Architecture, firat pre-
vailed in eastern Asia, and spread
westward through Persia, with that
great tower of Babel and its walled
oity; thence to Nineveh and through-
out Assyria and into Egypt. There
we find stupendous works of art in
the time of the Pharoahs, and there
we find those skillful priests and ma-
gicians (“Magii”) with their almost
unfathomable mysteries made known
by signs, and illusfrated by symbols,
to be initisted into which severely
tested the fortitude of aspirants.
Those Dionysian priests and architects
had exclusive privilegesin the build-
ing of temples, &c., as also their own
jndiciary.

The sciences returned into Pales-
tiue, and there architecture gained
the suinmib of earthly perfection in
the design and erection of Solomon’s
Temple, with that perfect arrange-
ment and mansgement of a multitude
of craftsmen, 1012 years B.C.; then
spresding into Greece and Italy, which
alternately claimed the highest pres-
tige in learning; until Rome having
bronght most of Western Asia and
Bouthern Europe under her sway,
became the superior power.

Rome had, ander the Xmperor
Numa Pompillius, 715 years before
Christ, established the Colleges of
Constructors, amongst whom were
large numbers of those famous Dio-
pysian Priests, who were skilled in

the Egyptian mysteries, Syriam
rituals, Grecian and Roman arts and
architecture,

Pythagoras, the celebrated Grecian
philosopher, lived about 530 years B.
C.; he left his native country and
took up his abode in Italy, and there
practised his secret system, and his
theory was inculeated awmong the
Roman Colleges. This was about the
time of the building of the second
terople at Jermsslem by Zerubbabsl,
and thers can be little doubt but that
ths learned Pythagoras had so studied
the Syrian ritnals that he had s
thorouglk: Inowledge of the manners,
forms and ceremonies msed by the
several degrees, or olasses, of work-
men employed at the building of the
first temple, and hag handed down to
us some of the main features of our
present institution, as formulated by
the Royal Solomon ab that ancient
and asugust period.

Amongst those Roman Colleges of
Tonstractors were arranged the cere-
mopies of initiations, modeled after
the Egyptian forms. The second de-
gree was based upon the Grecish and
Roman arts and sciences; while the-
third or sublime degrees of a Master
Mason was of Hebrew origin. These
were blended into one system, and
have come down to us as such, mors
or less modified to suif the conditiona
of tho ages through which they havs
passed. Some of our early Masonic
writers have styled our system tha



