
184 Circularfrom tle Grand llaster X- :n of Scolland.

CIRCULAR FROM TIIE GRAND MASTER MASON OF SCOTLAND
TO TUE MEMBEIS OF THE GRAND LODGE.

FREEMASONS' HALL, EDINBURGI.
R. W. Sia,-The following notice of motion was tabled at tho Quar-

terly Communication of Grand Lodge, on 6th November, 1871, viz.:-
Moved by the M W the Grand Master tho Right Honorable the Earl

of Rlosslyn, and seconded by Bro. Wm. Mann, 1 W Senior Gi-and War-
den, " That it is deirable that a project for the gradual extinction of
the Grand Lodge debt, the augmentation and establishment of the fund
of benevolenice on a norc permanent footing, and the building Loige
Rooms for the assembliag of tie brelhren throughout the Provinces, bo
taken iito consideration at the nCext Quarterly Communication.

" N. B. ·· The p-irticulars of the project vill b printed and transnitted
to the varions L'dges and Provincial Grand Masters in sufficient tinie
to affo:d thim the :dlest information before the next Qaarterly Coin-
mtuniieation "

lin reference to the foregoing motion, I have to submi t an explanation
of the method by which it it is proposed to accomplish the objects in
view. li regard to-

1. Grand Lodge Debt.-This las been incurred by thel orection or
Freemaso>ns' liali, &e., for the benefit of the Scottish Craft at large, and,
at the time it was ineurred, it vas anticipated that it would speedily be
rediced and worked off. Those hopes have been disappointed, and as a
resuit the Grand Lodge is very much hindered in its progress and use-
fulnîess by this debt, and a very large si of money, vhich miglit be
used for benevolent pirposes, is annually expended in payment of iii-
tercst. It is therefore most desirable for the credit and welfare of the
Grand Lodge, and the best interests of tlic entire Scottisi Craft, that a
strenuous elfort be made to extinguish this leavy burden.

2. Pund of Benerolence.-This excellent selime vwas instituted in 184G,
and las, under the regulationis then made, well served its purpose. It
cannot, however', be dei ied that whliilst standing before the world as an
essentiilly Beunevolent Society, the Grand LTod<re takes but a very iii-
forior position amongst hie charitable institutions of Scotland, and con-
sidering t lie extension of the Craft and the nany iecessitous brethiren
anI thîeir f:înilesr iîeniinîg aid and assistance, it is well vorthy of the
Lodges throughoutScotland to band thenselves togcether for the exton-
Sion anid nlrmetof the G-ienerail Soceme of Scottishi Masonic
Benucvolcnlce.

3. Lodge Hialls throughout tIe Provinces.-Experience has taught the
lesson tlat Lodges meet ing in Halls of ihcir own, prosper more and
dilcarge 'ie duities of masoniry better, than those which are obliged to
meet in H1ot ls and Taverns, and when this is so generally recognized
and allowed oi al lands. 1ittle need bo said to advocate a project which
proposes by degrees to supply this acknowlcdged want.

It lias long been considered desirable that some bond of union should
exit between tHie menbers of danglter lodges under flic Scottish Con-
stitition and the respective lodges to which suc inembers belong
connecting eaci loîdge with its members more closely than at present.
In ldges holuding under the English Constitution thiis is donc by sub-
jecting aci member to an annual paynent to his lodge, and in many


